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CHARLES H. VAN WYCK—SOLDIER AND 
STATESMAN II 
by 
Marie U. Harmer and James L. Sellers 
Chapter V 


RETURN TO CONGRESS 


After the 56th New York Volunteers were mustered out 
in November, 1865, General Van Wyck returned to his home 
in Middletown. His father had died during the first year of 
the war. The estate was to be cared for, and he was named 
administrator. His property in Nebraska also occupied part 
of his time. 

Politics, however, remained his chief interest. Even 
during the war he had participated in every campaign. 
During the few months following his return the public ques- 
tions—especially the policy of Southern reconstruction—agi- 
tated the public mind as few questions have ever focused 
popular attention. General Van Wyck had participated in the 
early army occupation in South Carolina. As military of- 
ficial who had experienced the most direct contacts with the 
problem he felt himself to be an authority upon the subject. 
Political orator that he was, no other member of his district 
could speak with equal authority upon the ‘‘topics of the 
day’’. Congressional experience, military record and mil- 
itary occupation of the South combined to make him the 
inevitable candidate of his party for Congress. 

He was a great advocate of the Radical viewpoint. At 
Nebraska City July 18, 1866, he addressed the citizens upon 
the problems of reconstruction. The People’s Press described 
the meeting. ‘‘MecLennan’s Hall was crowded last night by 
the Union-loving element of Nebraska City. The General’s 
speech was eloquent and able from the beginning, and when 
it came to delineating the part played by the Democrats in 
the great war there was a general exodus of the copperheads 
The Democrats look today like something had hit 


them.’”! 


1 Orange County Press, Aug. 1, 1866 
—190— 
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The state Republican Convention of New York was held 
in Syracuse September 5, 1866. General Van Wyck, despite 
his previous conflicts with New York City bosses, was chosen 
temporary chairman. From this position he delivered a key- 
note address to the convention which attracted very consid- 
erable attention and received favorable notices in the press. 
As far west as St. Louis the editor of the Democrat wrote. 
‘*We never heard a more eloquent and effective speech than 
he delivered to that convention . . . It was like the sound 
of a bugle call to the boys in blue to charge against the rebel 
enemies.’”* The speech for most part consisted of a vehement 
attack upon the policies of President Johnson. The conven- 
tion responded enthusiastically to that line of exhortation.* 

Late in September the Radicals held a mass meeting at 
Newburgh. The meeting endorsed General Van Wyck as the 
candidate for Congress. Accusation was made by the oppo- 
sition that the endorsement was pre-arranged by the General 
himself. This, it was intimated, was in preparation for the 
distriet convention, and would practically tie the hands of 
that body.* 

The Mercury probably wished to discredit the nomina- 
tion, but its guess as to the candidate was accurate. General 
Van Wyck was nominated at the Middletown Republican 
convention by acclamation. There was no opposition. The 
Press observed ‘‘The nomination of General Van Wyck has 
been received with the utmost satisfaction from every quarter. 
He will easily defeat Anderson in the election.’ 

The Mercury carried a contradictory prediction and the 
succeeding four weeks witnessed a most bitter campaign. 

The opposition centered its attack upon the General’s 
military record. It attempted to revive the old contest with 
Ellis for the command of the 56th. Numerous charges pur- 
porting to come from his former subordinate officers were 





Copied in Orange Co. Press, Oct. 31, 1866. 
Ibid., Sept. 12, 1866. 

4 Mercury, Sept. 26, 1866. 

5 Orange County Press, Oct. 10, 1866. 
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published. These tended to leave the impression that. Van 
Wyck had few supporters from his own regiment.6 These 
charges were answered by Henry B. Loomis, adjutant of the 
56th, and others. They showed that the chief authority of 
the opposition was a Lieutenant Decker who had been dis- 
missed from the regiment. Loomis pointed out that the 
regiment had a splendid record and the commander had re- 
ceived numerous letters of commendation from his superior 
officers.?’ And, most commendable of all, nine-tenths of the 
men who were eligible had re-enlisted at the expiration of 
their first term of service. A private soldier averred that 
General Van Wyck did more for his soldiers than any com- 
mander in the division, and that there was not a half dozen 
men in the brigade who would say one word against him.‘ 

The election contest for Congress was a close one. Van 
Wyck won by 210 votes. He carried Orange county by a 
vote of more than two to one but lost Sullivan by a like pro- 
portion. The Orange County Press regarded his election as 
‘‘The greatest victory by the Republicans in this district. 
The disgruntled officers of his command tried to take revenge 
upon him. We doubt if there was any other Republican 
candidate who could have carried this district. The party 
ean congratulate itself that it insisted that the Genera! should 
be its standard bearer. Especially since he did not seek the 
nomination and in fact opposed it.’” 

During the succeeding two years he continued to take 
an active part in the affairs of his party. In 1867 he was 
a delegate for Orange County at the Republican state con- 
vention.!° The following year he was a candidate for re- 
election. During the last three weeks before election he made 
an active canvass of his district..1 The Newburgh Daily 
Journal praised his record in congress. ‘‘He has been alive 





6 Mercury, Oct. 22 and Nov. 2, 1866. 

7 Orange Co. Press, Oct. 24, 1866. 

8 Ibid., Oct. 31, 1866. 

9 Orange Co. Press, Nov. 14, 1866. 

10 Mercury, Apr. 12, 1867. 

11 Newburgh Daily Journal, Oct. 12, 1868. 
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to the necessity of detecting and crushing fraud in high 
places. In no instance has he compromised the integrity of 
his party .... General Van Wyck dares to front foes whether 
they be on the battlefield or the floor of Congress. He is an 
accomplished jurist and has the courage of one who fights 
for principle.’’!” 

The election was again relatively close. According to 
the returns Chas. H. Van Wyck received 3306 votes and his 
opponent, Geo. W. Greene received 3649. It was claimed 
that there had been fraud in the registration of aliens which 
had produced the large opposition vote. The Tri-State Union 
declared, ‘‘There is little doubt in the mind of any competent 
observer that the General is the choice of the majority of 
the people, and it is only by the most glaring fraud that he 
has been counted out—from 600 to 800 fraudulent naturaliza- 
tion papers were used against him.’’!3 

Although Judge Greene was seated in the 41st Congress 
the position was contested by General Van Wyck who re- 
ceived the sanction of the House and occupied the seat from 
February 16, 1870 to the end of the term, March 3, 1871. 
The contest will be discussed at a later point as part of his 
activity within congress. 

When General Van Wyck returned to the 40th Congress 
in 1867 he was a matured and steadied legislator. The form- 
er experience made him feel at home in the Halls of Congress. 
He knew the ways of the parliamentarian, and his military 
and reconstruction experiences gave him a first hand know- 
ledge of many of the problems of the day. His feet were on 
the soil and he moved with greater confidence in the environ- 
ment of the national legislator. 

In the 40th Congress he was made chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment.'* In view of his previous investi- 
gations of frauds in war contracts, the appointment was most 
befitting. He had knowledge of the subject and an interest 
in economy and, what was more important, he was fearless 





12. Newburgh Daily Journal, Oct. 27, 1868. 
13 Tri-State Union, Nov. 6, 1868. 
14 Tipton, 314. 
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and uncompromising in presenting his findings. Van Wyck’s 
outstanding work as chairman of this committee was the in- 
vestigation which he conducted of Whiskey Frauds and of the 
administration of the Internal Revenue Department. The 
results of this investigation were presented to the House, 
December, 1868, and the following were some of the findings: 
There were still many frauds in the Revenue Department, 
however, not so many as a year before when the committee 
began work, due partly to the fact that the tax on whiskey 
had been reduced. The greatest need was for honest officials, 
but there was no hope in this way under President Johnson. 
He charged that President Johnson apologized in his last 
message for this robbery and for the inactivity on his own 
part and excused himself by asserting that the public agents, 
placed by Congress, were beyond the control of the Executive 
and that the money, collected in the name of the Government, 
was used for other than legitimate purposes. Van Wyck 
avowed that Johnson did not state the facts correctly for 
three revenue officers who were suspended by the President 
himself, were convicted by the court and sent to the peni- 
tentiary. Many others had, for good reasons, been recom- 
mended for removal, but Johnson had shielded them. Van 
Wyck further reported that although there were many hon- 
est officials in the service who enforced the laws in their dis- 
trict, yet, on the other hand, there were many agents who 
not only did not collect the money, but prevented it from 
being collected. 

Upon investigation in New York City, the Committee 
found that the solicitor of internal revenue there, who was 
supposed to be conducting an investigation in that depart- 
ment, was spending his time and the people’s money in try- 
ing to secure the removal of Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue Rollins, whom the Secretary of the Treasury considered 
to be, in all respects, honest and above suspicion. This 
solicitor had spent the $2,000 allowed him by the president 


9 


15 House Committee Reports, 40 Cong., 3 Sess., No. 3, pp. 1-2. 
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for the investigation and the expenses of the proceedings he 
carried on would be over $25,000." 

There was much fraud connected with government gaug- 
ers of whiskey. One hundred barrels of whiskey was gauged 
by government gaugers. Honest revenue officers, suspecting 
something, called in a city gauger, who found it had been 
gauged 1,000 gallons short, thus cheating the Government to 
the amount of $500.00.17 

Mr. Van Wyck said the most wonderful feature in the 
examination was the fear with which revenue officers per- 
formed their duty. When they exposed fraud they felt they 
were exposing themselves to the vengeance of the whiskey 
ring and honest officers knew they had no protection from 
the President.25. Van Wyck said: 

‘‘And what inducement or reward is offered for 
honesty when the world can see the rogue in office 
rewarded by growing rich ... . For none are so secure 
in the citadel of presidential favor as this class of 
men,—while the honest man, faithfully discharging 
his duty, must talk with bated breath, and in the 
shadow of a committee room, lest removal from of- 
fice should be the punishment for fidelity to manhood 
and duty.’’!9 

General Van Wyck, in common with all the members of 
his party, distrusted and in a measure misrepresented the 
motives of President Johnson. Historians have well recog- 
nized that the President’s hands were tied by congress .and 
by hostile administrators within his own official family. The 
President could not remove and appoint officials and there is 
little doubt that:a great deal of the corruption was a carry 
over from war time administration. However, the general 
was working upon a subject which was all too completely 
over-shadowed by the question of reconstruction and the 
struggle between congress and the executive to receive its 
16 I/bid., p. 3. 
7 Thid., p. 5. 


18 /bid., p. 6. 
19 IJbid., pp. 6-7. 
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due consideration. 

In addition to investigation of revenue frauds a number 
of other problems drew the attention of the committee upon 
Retrenchment. The Court of Claims was doing a large busi- 
ness. The committee asked the Treasury to hold up pay- 
ments until the actions of the court had been examined by 
the committee.*° 

The city of Boston asked for half a million dollars to 
purchase a post office site. Knowing that this requisition 
would be followed in the succeeding session with a request 
increased several fold for building, General Van Wyck asked 
the Representatives from Massachusetts to postpone their re- 
quest. They asked him if he would be willing to postpone a 
similar request coming from his own state. He replied that, con- 
sidering the present condition of the Treasury, he would do 
so.2! 

The most sensational investigation of the Committee came 
in connection with an alleged fraud of $18,000 in the Treas- 
ury Department incidental to issuing of government bonds. 
The charges were brought in a flamboyant manner by Gen- 
eral John A. Logan, upon inadequate evidence from irres- 
ponsible witnesses. When the slightest investigation revealed 
that the charges were groundless, and that Logan’s publicity 
flight must touch earth with a crash, the charging hero was 
very sensitive. It took many pages of parliamentary man- 
euvering before the General would allow the printing of an 
empty report for which rash judgment was so clearly re- 
spoxsible. General Van Wyck, as chairman, reporting the 
findings of his committee, seemed to enjoy the rising heat 
end circuitous threats of General Logan. He showed no 
hostility, but mildly reminded the irate general, from time 
to time, that he was wasting the time of the Houss on what 
was from the beginning a very trivial piece of evidence.*” 

The death of ex-president Buchanan in June, 1868, oc- 
easioned the introduction of resolutions recognizing his high 
20 Globe, 40 Cong., 2 Sess., 1768. 

> 


21 Globe, 40 Cong., 2 Sess., 1770. . 
22 Globe, 40 Cong., 2 Sess., 22, 1828-1832; 1848-1857. 
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position. In the atmosphere of post-war party bitterness a 
controversy arose over their adoption and they were defeated 
by the majority party in the House. Van Wyck was among 
the party leaders who actively opposed their adoption. It is 
quite in keeping with his habits of action that he should 
have manifested his opposition even on an oceasion of this 
kind, 

Although the election returns of 1868 gave George W. 
Greene a majority of 347 votes over General Van Wyck there 
were numerous charges of fraudulent voting.** Early in the 
2nd session of the 40th Congress General Van Wyck asked 
Congress to make an investigation and, in response to this 
request, congress passed a resolution requiring the committee 
on contested elections to investigate and determine questions 
in the case according to law as a judicial body. After the 
investigation, the findings of both the majority and the min- 
ority were reported to the House. The majority found that 
within a few weeks of the celebrated election of 1868, eight 
hundred aliens were made citizens by the machinery of the 
Democratic Party, whereas the usual number to be natural- 
ized in Orange County, of the particular congressional dis- 
trict in question, was fifty to one hundred.** The minority 
stated that the reason for the large number in 1868 lay in 
the fact that in 1864 aliens did not take out naturalization 
certificates because the War was on and that this reserve 
was brought out in 1868.2° The majority report gave proofs 
that illegal processes of naturalization took place with refer- 
ence to these aliens. In making application for naturalization 
papers, the law required that there be witness to swear that 
the applicant had been in the United States and in the state 
for sufficient length of time and had conducted himself as a 
good citizen. It was found that the name Patrick O’Brien 
was put down as witness in forty-seven of these cases. All 





3 Tri-State Union, Nov. 6, 1868. 
4 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., p. 1305. 
25 House Committee Reports, 41 Cong., 1 Sess., Report 22, part 2. p. 1. 
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the Patrick O’Briens were called as witness, and all, four 
in number, testified they had acted as witness in only five 
cases, proving that forty-two of these voters were made so 
by illegal process.*° 

More than five hundred of these foreigners were put 
down as having arrived in this country before they were 
eighteen years of age, hence would be permitted to be natur- 
alized without having obtained their first papers. When they 
were examined on this point, they stated that it was not true. 
The law was not obeyed, in that there were two instances of 
naturalization papers being issued without witnesses. Again 
the majority report stated that the law says ‘‘the powers o° 
courts, in admitting aliens to the rights of citizenship are 
judicial and not ministerial or clerical, hence cannot be dele- 
gated to clerks and must be examined by the court itself.’” 
Yet testimony showed that the Judge took no part in the 
naturalization of eight hundred aliens in Orange County.** 

Not only was there corruption in naturalization, but also 
there was defiance of law at the voting placcs and in the 
courts themselves. The investigation showed there was no 
a voting place in the district, where the Democrat Party had 
a majority of inspectors, where they did not refuse to put 
the Preliminary oath when it was demanded by Republican 
inspectors, if there were any at that place.** 

When an honest district attorney began to investigate 
the corruption in Orange County, the foreman of the grand 
jury suppressed the evidence. After the investigation had 
gone on several days, the foreman notified the district attor- 
ney that he had destroyed a portion of the evidence and would 
destroy the remainder. The law required that this testimony 
be kept in the office of the clerk.*9 

The conclusions of the majority report of the Committee 
on Contested Elections were (1) That it was safe to infer 
that persons not naturalized legally voted for Greene, since 


26 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., p. 1305. 
27 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., p. 1305. 
28 Idem. 

29 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., p. 1305. 
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so many were naturalized within two months preceding an 
unusually exciting contest for President, Governor and mem- 
bers of Congress. (2) Proof showed that a few voted on 
illegal papers for Van Wyck and also that votes of an other- 
wise illegal nature were cast for him, yet there was over- 
whelming proof that if none had voted but those legally quali- 
fied, Van Wyck’s majority would have been several hundred.*® 
It was evident that there had been considerable irregu- 
larity in the Tenth New York District in 1868. The Demo- 
erats were anxious to hold the district. The report of the 
committee on elections was finally disposed of February 16, 
1870. The original resolution declared the seat to be vacant. 
A substitute motion that George W. Greene was legally elect- 
ed was offered but rejected by a vote of 121-41. Mr. Randall, 
of Pennsylvania, then moved that the election in the tenth 
district be declared void and the governor of New York noti- 
fied that the seat was vacant. This was rejected. Then 
resolutions declaring George W. Greene not elected and Hon. 
Charles W. Van Wyck entitled to his seat were adopted. The 
vote upon the last resolution was 118 to 61 with 38 members 
not voting.*! The vote was a party vote with a number of 
pairings. It should be noted that the Biographical Dictionary 
of Congress concedes the seat to Greene. This is clearly er- 
roneous as the repeated votes of the House show. The Gen- 
eral Accounting Office at Washington shows that Represent- 
ative Van Wyck received full compensation for the complete 
term. Greene also received compensation for the period March 
4, 1869 to February 17, 1870.*° This was due to the fact that 
Greene had claimed and drawn his compensation before the 
contested election was settled. The committee on election 
proposed to give him an additional $2,000 to cover the cost 
of fighting his case, but this was objected to as undue liber- 
ality by General Van Wyck and was struck from the recom- 
mendation.*4 
30 Jbid., p. 1309. Also House Misc. Doc. 41 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 20. 
31 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 1350-51. 
32 Records Division, Washington to Marie Harmer, Mar. 29, 1929. 
Mss. Neb. St. Hist. Soc. 
33 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 5303-4. 
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During his last term in the House General Van Wyck 
was ever attentive and alert to the business in hand. He in- 
variably sponsored the cause of the needy or the less affluent. 
When an act was before congress to sell certain government 
owned lots in St. Louis he inserted a provision that they be 
offered for sale separately.*4 He also sponsored a measure 
to grant pensions to all surviving veterans of the war of 
1812.% 

In the last session of the 4lst Congress a measure was 
proposed in the House offering homesteads to all discharged 
soldiers and sailors. The measure was urged as especially 
beneficial to the injured and disabled soldiers. Van Wyck 
attacked it as absolutely useless to this particular class. The 
terms on which the land was accessible were such as to com- 
pletely prevent the disabled soldiers from complying and the 
measure would be wholly valueless to them. He proposed to 
amend the act to provide that disabled veterans be entitled 
to acquire title in fee simple to 160 acres of land by the mere 
action of locating and filing claim through the agency of a 
friend or relative. Even this he urged was secant recognition 
of a class that was so worthy, and he emphatically declared 
that the nation did not thereby discharge its obligation to the 
disabled.*® 

Oceasionally the technical criticism of the lawyer was 
evident in his discussion. Representative Clarke, of Kansas, 
introduced a measure to remove the Indians from certain 
reservations within the state and immediately to open the 
lands for settlement. Van Wyck saw that the measure was 
not so worded as to delay settlement until the Indian removal 
was complete. He suggested the appropriate modification.** 

He was quick to see the purport of a measure and if it 
seemed good to give it his endorsement. In the summer of 
1870 two commissioners of public lands in the sea islands of 


34 Globe, 40 Cong., 2 Sess., 716. 
35 Globe, 40 Cong., 3 Sess., 373 
36 Globe, 41 Cong., 3 Sess., 759. 
37 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 5355. 
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South Carolina had a measure before the House. General 
Van Wyck spoke in their behalf. ‘‘It should be stated,’’ he 
said, ‘‘in justice to these commissioners, that for the last two 
years they have been asking for such a bill as this; and its 
passage is necessary in order that they may close up their of- 
fices .... When two faithful officers can be found who desire 
to give up their offices because it is not in the interest of the 
government that they should be continued, the least that 
Congress can do is to grant their request.’’3* 

General Van Wyck was also an advocate of fair and 
thorough consideration of legislative business. When the 
delegate from the Territory of Colorado had a measure to 
present to the House, General Van Wyck urged that the 
members should not oppose its introduction, inasmuch as the 
measure had the unanimous approval of the committee and 
that territorial delegates usually encountered great difficulty 
in getting their measures before the House.** At another 
time when the representative from Oregon had a railroad act 
before the House, General Van Wyck urged that he be given 
unlimited time to explain and discuss it fully.‘ 

February 27, 1871, he spoke in behalf of a generous 
appropriation for the Omaha post office building. He point- 
ed out that the building was for a rapidly growing city which 
had a great future development before it. The building 
should be ample for future as well as for present needs. He 
also urged that public buildings should not be constructed 
upon a solely utilitarian design. It must be suitable in style 
and architecture to be symbolic of the public ideal and to 
serve as an ornament to inspire civie pride.*! 

Because of his long familiarity with the customs of the 
House he had come to feel a sense of responsibility for their 
observation. July 15, 1870, he asked for unanimous consent 
to move, ‘‘that the paying teller in the office of the sergeant- 
38 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 5605. 

39 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 3034 
9 


40 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 3108. 
41 Globe, 41 Cong., 3 Sess., 1706. 1 
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at-arms be retained during the remainder of the present Con- 
gress and that he be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
House.’” There was no objection and the motion was 
adopted.*? 

One of General Van Wyck’s most interesting speeches 
before the House was relative to the practice of Congressmen 
printing undelivered speeches in the Globe and circulating 
the same to their constituents. A motion was offered to con- 
fine the speeches printed in the Globe to those actually de- 
livered before the House. General Van Wyck’s objection to 
the motion ran in part as follows: ‘‘It seems to me that 
when a man chooses to print his speech in the Globe he there- 
by saves the time of the House and the country. Would to 
Heaven a good many more members would put their speeches 
in the Globe without first delivering them upon the floor of 
this House . . . . why should we make the Globe a monopoly 
for the benefit of the few men who occupy the time of this 
House here?’’*? The practice of printing undelivered speeches 
still persists. General Van Wyck undoubtedly did his share 
to perpetuate it. 

At this stage in his legislative career the General was 
usually brief, but very timely and effective in his debates. 
At times he was especially happy in brief passages of words 
with his opponents. An interesting example occurred in 
connection with a motion to abolish the Brooklyn navy yard. 
In commenting upon representatives from districts containing 
other navy-yards he said, ‘‘The gentlemen are willing enough 
to strike out Brooklyn navy-yard because they suppose that 
the other yards will come in for ‘their shares of the gar- 
ments’.’”#4 

As one surveys the record of General Van Wyck’s career 
in congress spanning the years 1859 to 1871 there is clear 
evidence of development. Part of this development is the 
work of years—the evidence of age and maturity; part of 
it is the growth of experience. And yet through it all are 


42 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 5654. 
43 Globe, 41 Cong., 2 Sess., 5351 
44 Globe, 41 Cong.. 3 Sess., 1670 
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manifest the same interests, the same objectives, and the same 
foree of character. General Van Wyck entered congress as 
a crusader against the curse of slavery. His objects and 
methods were those of the crusader. Slavery to him was the 
antithesis of democracy and democracy was the first principle 
of his political creed. Because he so hated slavery he became 
a staunch pillar in the Republican party—one of those leaders 
who would brook no congressional compromise to avert a 
struggle. In fact he goaded on the slave-holders to action 
and rejoiced to see the controversy brought to a climax as 
it was by the Republican victory of 1860. The battle once 
joined he was as eager to participate in the military as in 
the forensic fray. 

fle could attack graft and corruption within his own 
government and within his own party just as vigorously as 
he would assault the enemy without. In his investigations 
of corruption it is clear that Van Wyck never stopped to 
consider the political costs. There are times when charges 
of political corruption are made for political effect. This 
could hardly have been true in Van Wyck’s ease for the 
corrupt elements were so well intrenched that they could 
defy and intimidate mild and conservative politicians. How- 
ever intimidation was never effective against him. In the 
House of Representatives he was no machine man. His 
course was independent, positive, forceful. 

However it is evident that, during the period, the Gen- 
eral’s methods and manners were considerably modified. He 
became more considerate of his fellow members. He remain- 
ed independent in his opinions, but co-operative in his man- 
ner. There is little doubt but that he had learned a great 
deal about the ways of men. He had become a very useful 
member of the House in suggesting slight modifications in the 
measures of other men, and he attempted to facilitate pro- 
cedure at many turns. There is a ripening and a mellowing 
of the man which is easy to miss in a character which so 
persistently and consistently battled for the principles which 
he held dear. The display of these kindlier characteristics 
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are the more difficult when the subject represents the minority 
in prolonged legislative struggles. 

General Van Wyck did not stand for re-election in 1870. 
He left the floor of the House with the most amiable feeling 
toward all his fellow legislators. He occupied a place of 
respect and leadership which must have been a source of 
genuine satisfaction when he retired. 


Chapter VI 
ISTABLISHMENT IN NEBRASKA 


General Van Wyck’s early and long political career had 
developed a taste for polities, and politics had become his 
chief interest and ambition. At the end of his fourth term 
as Congressman from the Tenth New York District he was off 
color with the controlling New York politicians. It was even 
publicly announced that Conkling was determined to elimin- 
ate him.! 

If the general wished to continue in polities it was neces- 
sary for him to change his political base. It was frequently 
charged that his removal to Nebraska in 1874 was to find a 
more devoted political constituency. Regardless of the mo- 
tives the move to Nebraska was a logical and natural one. 
The general had invested most of his funds in agricultural 
lands the bulk of which were located in Nebraska. The farms 
which he owned in Orange and Sullivan counties, New York, 
were rugged and stony, diffienlt to cultivate and only moder- 
ately productive; whereas Nebraska was a most attractive 
land for the farmer. 

The general’s interest in Nebraska dates back to the 
organization of the territory. The opening of the territory 
made opportunity for the energetic and far-sighted investor 
to acquire a large quantity of land in a single tract at a min- 
imum cost. This the Van Wyck brothers took advantage of 
in the spring of 1857. The pre-emption act of Sept. 4, 1841 
enabled actual settlers to occupy and acquire as much as 160 
acres of land at the minimum price of $1.25 per acre without 
the land being offered for sale to the highest bidder at a 
public auction.2 To prevent speculation the right of pre- 
1 New York Independent, copied in Syracuse (Nebraska) Journal, 


Jan. 6, 1881. 
2 Statutes of U. S. 5: 455. 
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emption was confined to actual settlers who did not already 
possess 320 acres of land, and each pre-emptor was under 
oath to retain the land for his or her own use and to state 
that acquisition was not for speculation.’ It was well known 
that this last section of the act was none too scrupulously 
observed. It was also possible under the act of 1855 for 
soldiers to acquire title to 160 acres of government land 
through military bounty. This was available to any soldier 
who had a minimum of 14 days service.* 

On May 13, 1857, Chas. H. Van Wyck along with James 
Ackhart, J. M. Davis, Alfred Decker, Frank Miller, C. B. 
Smith, James Traverse, John Wood, each received title to 
160 aeres of land from the United States government. On 
the same day all of these grantees except Chas. H. Van Wyck 
transferred their lands to the Reverend George P. Van Wyck 
for an aggregate consideration of $2,620.° Nearly two years 
later, April 19, 1859, an additional quarter was acyuired from 
Samuel Neligh for consideration of $480. 

General Van Wyck and his associates from whom he 
acquired his lands received their land under the terms of the 
pre-emption act of 1841, 

In later Nebraska political campaigns General Van Wyck 
was charged by his enemies with violation of the United States 
land laws in procuring these land entries with an understand- 
ing that he would purchase the lands after the original 
sottlers had made final proof and secured title from the gov- 
ernment.® In the newspapers and other printed documents 
of the Van Wyck campaigns no record has been found of 
General Van Wyck’s reply to these charges. It is the re- 
collection of the editor of this history, however, that General 
Van Wyck did, in his speeches, deny any violation of the law 
on his part in securing these lands, but did not enter into 
any detailed explanation of the facts. 

At the time these lands were entered military bounty 
land warrants could be bought at Nebraska City for about 
3 Ibid., Sce. 13. 

4 B.H. Hibbard, Hist. of Public Land, (New York, 1824) 721. 
5 Otoe Countv Records. 
6 Nebraska City News, Oct. 28, 1876. 
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The house and barn shown in the above pictures were built 
by General Van Wyck for tenants on his land in Otoe County, 
near Wyoming, Nebraska. They were constructed in the 1870’s. 
Photographed Nov., 1930. 
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sixty cents per acre. While the government price for pre- 
emption lands was $1.25 per acre, the pre-emptor could buy 
military land warrants for sixty cents per acre and use them 
in paying for his land. Nearly all these lands were, in fact, 
paid for with such land warrants—thus making the land 
actually cost the pre-emptor about $96 per quarter section, 
plus the small cost of improvements and a few wecks time 
of the settler. The amount paid the pre-emptors by Rev. 
George P. Van Wyck for seven quarter sections of Otoe 
county land on May 13, 1857, the day of final proof, was an 
average of $374.28 per 160 acres. 

There is no proof anywhere in the political charges of 
his adversaries that either General Van Wyck or his brother, 
George P. Van Wyck, hired these men to make these entries, 
or bargained beforehand to buy the land which they entered 
The faet that these claims lay in a solid body of rich and 
desirable land ard that the seven claimants conveyed them 
to George P. Van Wyck on the day of final proof and that 
the improvements were similar on all these claims suggests 
that there was some understanding between them and the 
Van Wyck family. Similar transactions in later years be- 
tween cattle companies and cowboys led to government in- 
vestigation and cancellation of entries. 

With purpose of securing all the truth attainable after 
all these years a letter was sent to the General Land Office 
at Washington, D. C., and further information secured under 
date of May 26, 1931, as shown in the footnote below :* 





Mr. A. E. Sheldon, 
Secretary and Superintendent, 
Nebraska State Historical Society, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
My dear Sir: 

Reference is had to your inquiry dated May 14, 1931, requesting 
to be advised of the settlement and cultivation made on certain 
land locations under military bounty land warrants in Otoe County, 
Nebraska. You inclosed a list of the locations and descr:ptions 
of the lands. 

Preémption entries were made for all the lands in the list and 
military bounty land warrants were used in payment therefor except 
Preemption entries were made for all the lands in the list and 
the NE1-4 NW1-4 Sec. 26 and the NE1-4 NW1-4 Sec. 22, T. 9 N., 
R. 13 E.. which were paid for in cash. The price of all the lands 
was at the rate of $1.25 per acre. 

The following shows the settlement and cultivation made on 
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September 10, 1869, General Van Wyck acquired title 

to all of his brother’s holdings in Otoe county. The records 
show the transfer in the following form, ‘‘George P. Van 
Wyck, Chaplain in United States Army, of the first part, 
and Charles H. Van Wyck of Middletown, Orange County, 
New York, of the second part in consideration of the sum of 
$2,000 conveys ..... 8 The conveyance included eight 
quarters and these, with General Van Wyck’s original entry, 





the lands described in the list of locations as shown by the pre- 
empt‘on proots filed with the cases: 

John Woard, SE1-4 Sec. 21, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The prcemption proof of May 13, 1857, states that Woard 
made settlement in person on March 1, 1857, by laying a foundation 
for a dwelling which he completed and moved into on May 8, 
1857. The house was one story, 12x14 feet, planked up and down 
and had one window and one door. 

Robert Satterly, SW1-4 Sec. 21, T. 9 N.. R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof of April 29, 1858, states that Satterly 
made settlement on May 30, 1857, by laying a foundation for a 
dwelling house. The house was made of planks, was 9x12 feet, 
and he moved into * on April 26, 1858. 

Frank Miller, NE NW1-4 Sec. 22, NW1-4 NW1-4, S1-2 NW 
1-4 Sec. 22, T. 9 &., KR. 13 E: 

The preemption proof of May 13, 1857, shows that Miller 
made settlement on March 1, 1857, by laying the foundat on of a 
dwelling house. He built a log house 12x14 feet, one story, plank 
roof and floor, with one door and one window. He moved into it 
on May 8, 1857. Claimant cut rails and built a fence on said 
tract. 

Joachin Hanschildt, NE1-4 Sec. 26, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof of May 14, 1858, shows that Hanschildt 
made settlement on May 2, 1856; that he built a house of hewed 
logs, 17x20 feet, with two doors and two windows, and that he 
moved into it on July 12, 1856. 

Charles H. Van Wyck, NE1-4 Sec. 27, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof of May 13, 1857, shows that Van Wyck 
made settlement on March 15, 1857, by laying a foundation of a 
dwelling house. The house was planked up and down, one story, 
one window and one door, and was 9x11 feet. He moved into 
it on May 8, 1857. Claimant had about 20 acres of land broken. 

Alfred Decker, NW1-4 Sec. 27, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof of May 13, 1857, shows tiat Decker 
made settlement on May 1, 1857, by laying a foundation for a 
house. The house was planked, 9x11 feet, and one story. He 
moved into it on May 8, 1857. Claimant had about 80 acres of 
land broken. 

John M. Davis, NE1-4 Sec. 28, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof of May 13, 1857, shows that he made 
settlement on March 1, 1857, by laying a foundation for a house. 
A one-story planked house was built, which was 12x17 feet and 
contained one window and one door. He moved into it on May 
9, 1857. Claimant had about one acre of land broken. 
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gave the general 1440 acres in a single block in Otoe county. 
This consisted of south half of section 21; three-fourths, all 
excepting the northeast quarter, of section 22; the northeast 
quarter of section 26; the north half of section 27, and the 
northeast quarter of section 28. This estate is still intact 
and is administered for the only living descendant of Gen- 
eral Van Wyck, Van Wyck Benner, who will come into com- 
plete possession of the estate in October, 1932.° 

Even before purchasing his brother’s interests in Otoe 
county, General Van Wyck purchased in 1867 for $2,880 a 
tract of 960 acres in Johnson county.!° 

At a later period an additional eighty acres in Otoe 
county, a quarter in Fillmore county and a section in Thayer 
county were acquired, but these additions, except the quarter 
in Fillmore, were sold after General Van Wyck’s death." 

During the 17 years previous to General Van Wyck’s 
permanent removal to Nebraska he was a perennial visitor 
to the territory and state. The Wyoming Telegraph of Sept. 
10, 1857, records that the railroad mass meeting for the or- 
ganization of a joint stock company to construct the Wyom- 
ing, St. Peters and Ft. Kearny Railroad was addressed in 
‘an eloquent and forceful manner’’ by Honorable Charles H. 
Van Wyck.'* He was again credited with campaign speeches 
in Kansas and St. Joseph, Missouri in 1860.'° It is hardly 


Joseph Akhart, NE1-4 SEi-4, NW1-4 SE1-4, S1-2 
SE1-4, Sec. 22, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof. of May 13, 1857, shows that settlement 
was made on March 1, 1857, by laying the foundation of a house. 
The house was planked up and down, 9x11 feet, one story, with 
one door and window. He moved into it on May 8, 1857. Claim- 
ant had about 30 acres of land broken. 

James Travers, NEi-4 NW1-4, NWi-4 NW1-4, S1-2 
NW1-4 Sec. 26, T. 9 N., R. 13 E.: 

The preemption proof of May 13, 1857, shows that Travers 
made settlement on March 1, 1857, by laying the foundation for a 
house. The house was planked up and down, 9x11 feet, and had 
one window and door. He moved into it on May 8, 1857. Claim- 
ant had about 30 acres of land broken on said tract. 

The records in this office show that the NE1-4 SE1-4 Sec. 
22, T. 9 N., R. 13 E., was also patented to Joseph Akhart, above 
mentioned, thereby securing all SE1-4 Sec. 22. The NEI-4 SE1-4 
Sec. 22 was paid for in cash, Omaha City cash No. 207. 

Assistant Commissioner General Land Office, 
Washington, D. C. 
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likely that he did not stop at his farm on this trip. Before 
the election of 1866 he addressed the citizens of Nebraska 
City..* It was during the following year 1867 he procured 
his Johnson county land and at the same time he had come 
west with a body of colonists who settled in Otoe county.'® 


8 


10 


Otoe County Records. 

Interview, J. W. Steinhart, Administrator of the estate. Mar. 1929. 
Johnson County Records, Frank Nail to Marie Harmer, Mar. 23, 
1929, Mss. Nebr. St. Hist. Soc. 

Interview, J. W. Steinhart, Administrator, Mar. 1929. 

The date of the meeting is given as Sept. 15, although the paper 
was dated Sept. 10. The meeting was probably held Sept. 5. 
Mercury, Middleton, N. Y., Sept. 28, 1860; Also item from St. 
Joseph Herald in Omaha Bee, Jan. 27, 1881. 

Orange County Press, Aug. 1, 1866. 

Interview, L. B Smoyer, Mar. 24, 1931. 
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Map of part of Wyoming precinct, from Otoe county atlas, 1922. This map furnished 
by J. W. Steinhart, Nebraska City. Shaded areas show the Van Wyck estate lands, with 
error in spelling Van Wyck. ‘Meandered line to right is Missouri river with old site of 
Wyoming when it was a river port indicated. 
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Van Wyck did not settle in Nebraska in 1867, but returned 
to New York where he was a Congressman elect from the tenth 
district. He was again re-elected 1868 and remained in the 
east until the completion of his fourth term in Congress, 
March 3, 1871. 

In the meantime Van Wyck’s domestic life had changed. 
During his third term in congress Van Wyck had met Miss 
Kate Brodhead. The meeting occurred at a reception given 
for Miss Brodhead by her sister, Mrs. Daniel Van Auken.’® 
Van Auken represented the neighboring Pennsylvania dis- 
trict in Congress. Miss Brodhead was the daughter of 
General John Brodhead, belonging to one of the oldest, most 
respected and best known families of Milford, Pennsylvania. 
Milford, situated in the Catskill mountains overlooking the 
Sawkill and Delaware rivers without railroad connection, is 
perhaps the most interesting small social community of Penn- 
sylvania. It has long been noted as the exclusive summer resort 
of the state. The distinctive architecture, well located resi- 
deneces and inns, and the uniformly excellent condition of the 
buildings bespeak a local pride and tradition which has per- 
sisted even down to date. In the oldest house of this excep- 
tional little community Kate Brodhead was born.'’ Here she 
had grown to maturity with many social advantages. She 
was beautiful and socially charming. The story runs that, 
with General Van Wyck, despite his forty-four years, it was 
love at first sight.'* The wedding took place, probably at 
Washington, September 15, 1869.19 At this period General 
Van Wyck maintained a considerable house of southern colon- 
ial style in Middletown, New York.*° 


6 Interview with Ross B. Brodhead, Lawrence, Kansas, Dec. 19, 1930. 
7? Interview with Mrs. Edward Cahill, Dec. 25, 1930. Mrs. Cahill 
is the present owner of the house and was Miss Brodhead’s most 
intimate friend. Colonel Brodhead lived in the Cahill house previ- 
ous to the construction of his own well known home at the edge 
of Milford. 

18 Ross Brodhead, Dec. 19, 1930. 

19 Mrs. Cahill could not recall the wedding in Milford and believed 

that it had occurred in Washington. Interview, Dec. 25, 1930. 

20 Emma D. Kinne to J. L. Sellers, Jan. 21, 1931, Mss. Nebr. St. 
Hist. Soc. 


























The oldest house in Milford, Pa., in which Mrs. C. H. Van 
Wyck was born. It is now owned by Mrs. Cahill, a very intimate 
friend of Mrs. Van Wyck. The late Edward Cahill was attorney 
for the Union Pacific Railroad and for a time resided in Omaha. 
Photographed Dec., 1930. 
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After leaving New York and becoming a resident of Ne- 
braska, Milford remained the eastern center of attraction for 
the Van Wyck family. Mrs. Van Wyck’s friends and rela- 
tives were there. The place was most attractive as a location 
to spend vacations. And General Van Wyck ultimately 
bought the old Brodhead homestead for Mrs. Van Wyck. 
There Mrs. Van Wyck spent her last years, and Milford is 
the family burial place. 

During the years 1871 to 1874 the location and activities 
of General Van Wyck are not recorded. It seems that he 
made a number of trips to Nebraska.“ There is even a 
statement that he removed to Nebraska in 1871.°° But there 
is no contemporary record. The Biographical Dictionary of 
Congress has been the source for most of the Van Wyck 
records. This was compiled from the congressional directories 
which began to be published after Van Wyck’s service in 
congress was complete and is inaccurate to such a degree that 
it is evident that no one who was intimate with Van Wyck’s 
career passed upon its content.“ Van Wyck was mentioned 
as a candidate for the  nited States Senate from Nebraska 
in 1874.74 

That an immigrant of less than a year’s residence should 
have been considered for the senatorship seems improbable. 
However the one contemporary record, the tax records of Otoe 
county, offer evidence favorable to this late date of removal. 
The first personal tax paid by General Van Wyck was for 
the year 1875. His removal in 1874 was apparently subse- 
quent to the date of assessment. However ‘‘personal tax 
was paid in the name of Van Wyck and Company at a much 
earlier date than the one for the year 1875.’ The author 
has assumed that the General’s frequent visits to the com- 
21 L. B. Smoyer, Mar. 29, 1929. 

22 Syracuse Journal, Feb. 4, 1881. 

23. The Dictionary is inaccurate on date of birth and concedes the 
contested election which gave Van Wyck his fourth term to his 
rival, Greene. 

24 Nebraska City Weekly Press, Oct. 31, 1874. 

5 Chas. L. Kelly, Treasurer Otoe County, to J. L. Sellers. April 

4, 1931. Mss. Nebr. St. Hist. Soc. 
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munity and his speeches on political questions had established 
a political reputation prior to his establishment of residence 
in the state. 

On his farm seven and one-half miles northwest of Ne- 
braska City, near Wyoming, General Van Wyck established 
his home. The house, which was a compilation of many ad- 
ditions, was constructed under the limitations of a frontier 
environment. Mrs. Van Wyck in derisive comment com- 
plained that the additions had surrounded the kitchen and 
that there was no further opportunity to attach an extension.”6 
The house had no distinctive architecture.27 Mr. Wm. Kropp 
remembered it as a large two story house with turrets and 
partly surrounded with porches.** Mrs. George H. Risser, 
who enjoyed her childhood visits there, remembered it as a 
most unique country home for that day. The house was very 
large, with a library in front, an extensive dining room with 
a very long table, a large parlor overlooked a back garden 
which was well sodded and laid out with graveled walks and 
planted with interesting trees and flowers. The garden was 
decorated with numerous bird houses which were made 
sprightly with chattering wrens. The house itself was draped 
in soft and restful rich colors. There was a furnace in the 
basement and convenient plumbing for bath and kitchen. 
The General took great interest in pleasing his family and 
under the guiding direction of Mrs. Van Wyck this elegant 
country home became a place of distinction to all the local 
region.°“* Unfortunately the old homestead burned after the 
departure of General Van Wyck and no pictures are now 
available. 

After arrival in Nebraska he took up farming on an 
extensive seale. His neighbors were employed to assist in 
breaking the prairie for cultivation. Mr. James H. Gregg, 
who established the first nursery in Nebraska Territory in 





26 Mrs. Emmet Crouch, November 1930. — 
27 L. A. Kropp and L. B. Smoyer Interviews, Mar. 24, 1931. 


28 Interview, Apr. 4, 1931. 
29 Interview, Mrs. Geo. H. Risser, Apr. 6, 1931. 
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1859, and his son E. 8S. Gregg, were valuable advisors. The 
son assisted General Van Wyck in the planting of both 
orchard and timber land. He also advised and directed much 
of the farm building construction, and likewise gave sug- 
gestions for crops and feeding of stock. General Van Wyck 
was especially interested in tree planting. However his 
orchards were only partially successful. The fruit trees, less 
hardy than forest trees, often suffered injury or destruction 
by invasion of live stock with which the Van Wyck lands 
abounded. His forest trees grew luxuriantly and only re- 
cently a large growth has been cleared along the highway in 
order to improve the condition of the road . 

His outstanding agricultural activity was stock raising. 
He purchased and fed stock in large quantities. At one sale 
he purchased 120 head of hogs from Patrick Roddy.*® In 
the winter of 1878 he told the editor of the Syracuse Journal 
that he would winter more than 500 head of cattle“! Five 
years later he was fattening 114 head of steers, wintering 
300-400 head of stock cattle, 300 pigs and 20 work horses. 
At that time (1882) he also had a large flock of sheep, but 
did not continue sheep raising.** 

At that time (1882) about 400 acres of the 1440 were 
under cultivation, the remainder in hay land or pasture. 
General Van Wyck was away as United States Senator, but 
he employed some eight or ten men.*% 

As a stock buyer General Van Wyck was unusually gen- 
erous. To a man who had good stock he would frequently 
give a dollar more per head than the owner asked.** 

It has been asserted that the General would buy anything 
offered for sale. The story is told that he bought chickens 
from his neighbors and to his surprise found that they neither 
laid in the winter nor sat in the spring. In his perplexity 


30 Interview with Mr. Roddy, Nov. 1930. 

31 Oct. 11, 1878. 

32 Peter Tobiasen to J. W. Steinhart, Nov. 22, 1930, Mss. copy Nebr. 
St. Hist. Soc. 

33 Idem. 

34 Interview with W. N. Hunter, Syracuse, Nebraska, Mar. 24, 1931. 
This practice was also mentioned by Mr. Roddy and Mr. Gregg. 
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he called upon Mr. Gregg for an explanation and Mr. Gregg 
found that the General had bought several coops of roosters. 
The story is the more plausible when one recalls that the 
General was near-sighted and had had but little agricultural 
experience.» A similar story credited the General with at- 
tempting to teach a hen to sit by inelosing her in a well nested 
barrel.*5 

Generosity was an outstanding characteristic of the gen- 
eral’s nature. Many stories are told which illustrate this 
feature of his character. The Van Wyck farm was liberally 
stocked with berries and fruits of all kinds. The neighbors 
were invited to come in and pick strawberries, raspberries 
and blackberries and at times the hired men picked and de- 
livered these fruits of nature to the less fortunate neigh- 
bors.*7 Mrs, Roddy related that during one especially de- 
pressing season the general not only invited the neighbors 
in to pick their quotas of strawberries, but gave a 50c bag 
of sugar with each crate of berries.** 

Whenever he raised a surplus of any crop he would 
ather give it away than sell it. He always instructed man- 
agers to look after immigrants passing through to see that 
they were supplied with a reserve of provisions for their 
journey. The poor neighbor could always borrow seed for 
a season without interest for its use. At Christmas and 
Thanksgiving times he invariably did something for the poor 
of the community. The common practice was to butcher and 
send his wagon around with a generous helping of meat for 
those who were known to be needy.*® 

Once or twice each year the Van Wycks would give a 
‘‘big dinner’’ and invite in all his friends and neighbors. 
These gatherings usually numbered 150 to 200 persons. The 
refreshments were most generous. ‘‘Kate’’ (Mrs. Van Wyck) 








35 Interview, E. S. Gregg, Nov. 1930. 

36 Mrs. G. H. Risser, Apr. 6, 1931. 

37 Interview, E. S. Gregg, Nebraska City, 1929. 
38 Interview, Mrs. Roddy, Nov. 1930. 

39 Interviews with Gregg, Kropp, etc. 
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took great pleasure in them and the whole community looked 
forward to them as the event of the season.*® 

There is little wonder that Van Wyck was popular in his 
home locality. He addressed neighbors on patriotic occasions 
and soon came to represent them in public affairs.4! One 
practice which he established on his farm is rather symbolic 
of the position he oceupied in the public mind of his commun- 
ity. He had erected a high flag pole which was visible from 
all parts of his estate. Here every day at 11:45 a. m. was 
hoisted a great American flag, the noon signal for his men to 
‘turn out’’.4* 

His family life had its disappointments. Mrs. Van Wyck 
was a delightful mate and companion. She was socially most 
adaptable and pleasant. She had charm and talents which 
were well developed through her unusual opportunities and 
was undoubtedly a great asset in the general’s political sue- 
cess.48 She was an easy conversationalist and made many 
friends and was in addition an excellent judge of issues and 
public opinion upon the questions of the day.44 However 
the domestic hearth was too often saddened by deepest sor- 
rows. Lillie, the first child, born before the family had 
moved west, grew only to the tender age of five years. Mean- 
time Marie Louise, a second daughter born in 1873, had come 
to gladden the home. A third sister, Meta, was born in 
September, 1880, but she had only passed her first birthday 
when an attack of diptheria took both daughters, leaving 
the family childless.4° However the following new year a 
fourth daughter, Happy Theodora, was born, and she sur- 
vived both her parents. Descriptions of the family reveal a 
group that was buoyant, vivacious and optimistic—full of 


40 Idem. 

41 Nebraska City Weekly Press, July 3, 1874. 

42 Interview with E. S. Gregg, Mar. 1929. 

43 LincolnState Journal, Jan. 23, 1881. 

44 Numerous interviews bear out this opinion. 

45 Interview, Mrs. Emmet Crouch, Nov. 1930. The author photo- 
graphed the markers for these three children in the Milford Ceme- 
tery. 






































On the Van Wyck burial plot in the cemetery of Milford, 
Pa, are these markers to the three daughters who died in early 
childhood. Photographed Dec., 1930. 











Le 


ord, 
irly 


NEBRASKA HISTORY MAGAZINE 221 


life and action.** The family brought a rich social 
heritage to the new state. They added life and color to every 
group, organization or community which they entered. They 
brought the things which quickly convert a frontier into a 
eultured and highly organized social order. Frontiers are 
least apt to record and appreciate the contributions of its 
social leaders and in the broader sense of social and economic 
leadership, as well as in active political service, the Van 
Wycks made their contribution. 

Mrs. Van Wyck did not abandon her high social standard 
in her new prairie home. The butler in white livery with 
silver tray received guests at her door. Two maids kept her 
house in order. Beautiful silver service added sparkle to 
her refreshments.4* A beautiful baby grand piano graced 
her parlor. Despite the domestic sorrow the Van Wycks were 
a happy family. Mrs. Van Wyck was completely devoted to 
her husband. If there were ever ruffled feelings they never 
appeared on the surface. The farm home completely banished 
the questions and worries of agricultural activities. The 
home was one of pleasant domestic social felicities and enjoy 
ments. Mrs. Van Wyck was always interested in and shared 
her husband’s political aspirations and activities. He did 
not burden her with his agricultural or business undertakings 
until very late in his life. Mrs. Van Wyck was a social being 
to a very high degree. Her hospitality was unbounded and 
her charm was irresistible. These no doubt were important 
contributions to the general’s popularity and suecess.** 


46 Mrs. Edward Cahill, Mrs. Emmet Crouch, Mrs. Patrick Roddy, 
have all contributed to this picture. 

47 Interview, Mrs. G. H. Risser, Apr. 6, 1931. 

48 Mrs. G. H. Risser, Apr. 6, 1931. 








Chapter VII 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875 


The qualities of leadership possessed by General Van 
Wyck were not common in any state, and much less common 
in a frontier community where men of property and experi- 
ence in national politics were rare. As early as October, 
1874, General Van Wyck was mentioned as a prospective 
candidate for the United States Senatorship.! 

Although his name was worthy of consideration, the 
Press expressed doubts as to his chance of selection by the 
legislature. 

The calling of a constitutional convention for May, 1875, 
gave General Van Wyck an opportunity to display his po- 
litical talents and leadership. The election of delegates to 
the convention gave an opportunity for new leaders to break 
down the rigidity of party lines. The Press appealed to the 
voters to send their ablest talent regardless of political affilia- 
tion. Gen. Van Wyck’s short residence within the county 
placed him at a disadvantage against the established leaders 
who controlled the party organizations. There were eight 
candidates for the four positions from Otoe county. The 
vote was large and General Van Wyck ran especially strong 
in rural precincts near his home. He led all the candidates 
in Wyoming, Osage, South Branch, North Branch and Bel- 
mont districts.* Otoe county sent S. H. Calhoun, M. L. Hay- 
ward, Chas. H. Van Wyck and J. Rogers as its delegates to 
the convention. Of these four, Van Wyck and Hayward were 
Republicans, whereas Calhoun and Rogers were Democrats.‘ 

Of the members of the convention, perhaps no one had a 


1 Nebraska City Weekly Press, Oct. 31, 1874. 

April 10, 1875. 

Weekly Press, April 24, 1875. 

4 Nebraska Constitutional Conventions, III, 506, in publications of 
Nebraska Hist. Soc. Vol. 13. 
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more extended parliamentary experience than General Van 
Wyck. Coupled with this, he possessed initiative and vision 
for conclusive action. Thus he was a most useful and active 
member of the convention and played an important part in 
its organizing. Among the first acts of the convention was 
the selection of a president and in this the recognition of 
Van Wyck’s ability by the convention is evineed by the first 
vote. Of the eight candidates who received votes, Van Wyck 
was third, being surpassed only by Webster and Manderson.* 

In order to get the business of the Convention under way 
the rules and procedure were necessary. The president ap- 
pointed a committee upon rules. General Van Wyck then 
moved ‘‘that a committee of one from each senatorial district 
be appointed by the president, whose duty it shall be to re- 
port the best practical mode of proceeding to revise the con- 
stitution and that the committee report tomorrow morning.’”® 

This committee, of which Van Wyck was chairman, re- 
ported the following morning, Wednesday, May 12, 1875. It 
recommended that the work of revision should be carried on 
chiefly by ten standing committees to be appointed by the 
president of the convention. The committees, except the one 
on Judiciary (of 11 members) and the one on Legislative ap- 
portionment (of 17 members) were to consist of 5 members 
each.’’ ‘‘Further that the preamble, bill of rights, and all 
other subjects coming before the convention,’’ (not covered 
by the committees on Executive, Legislative, Finance, Edu- 
cation, Corporations, Indebtedness, Future amendments and 
Schedule) ‘‘for their consideration be referred to this con- 
vention as a committee of the whole.’”? 

This plan offered the advantage of expediting the initial 
work of the convention by the use of small committees and 
then throwing the discussion into the convention as a com- 
mittee of the whole. Since the body consisted of only 69 


5 Nebraska Constitutional Conventions III, 509. 
6 Ibid., 512. 
7 Ibid., 517. 
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members this seemed to be a desirable mode of procedure. 
However, it was not destined to be used. 

To the surprise of Van Wyck the question of procedure 
was covered in an elaborate report of fifty sections by the 
committee on rules. This small committee in the course of 
a single night had meticulously split up the prospective work 
of the convention among thirty-two standing committees, 
varying in size from seven to thirteen members. In all, this 
proposal would create 238 committee positions and at least 
32 chairmanships. This would provide chairmanships for 
almost half the members and more than three committee mem- 
berships for each. In electing to work out the constitution 
as outlined in the report of the committee on rules the record 
of the individual members of the convention is at least more 
impressive.® 

Van Wyck was ready with motions to expedite the busi- 
ness of the convention. On the second day he moved, ‘‘to 
elect a door keeper who should also be postmaster for the 
convention.’’? When the balloting for sergeant-at-arms failed 
to produce a majority he moved to limit the voting to the two 
receiving the highest number of votes. After a week, when 
the progress of the convention was too slow for Van Wyck, 
he moved that the opening of the morning sessions be ad- 
vanced to 8 a. m. instead of 9 o’clock. As this motion was 
voted down he proposed the alternative of an evening session 
beginning at 7:30 and the latter motion was accepted.’ 

Despite the fact that Van Wyck had been a competitor 
for the presidency of the convention, he received ample ree- 
ognition in the president’s list of committees. He was as- 
signed to the committee on military affairs, the committee on 
legislative apportionment, and was made chairman of the 
important committee on Revision and Adjustment. Thus the 
final form of each section of the constitution came before his 





8 Morton and Watkins assign this as the decisive factor in the 
adoption of the report of the committee upon rules. These rules 
were based upon the rules and procedure of the convention of 
1871. III, 165-166. 

9 State Journal, Lincoln, May 13, 1875. 

10 State Journal, May 21, 1875. 
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committee for revision before submission for adoption.!! He 
also had the distinction of presiding over the convention as 
chairman of the ‘‘Committee of the Whole House’’.!? In 
fact, one can hardly pick another member of the convention 
who took a more useful and active part in facilitating the 
work of the convention. 

The period of the 70’s, in the history of the United 
States, was one of corruption in politics and business—a 
period greatly in need of reform along political and economic 
lines. In Nebraska, as elsewhere through the United States, 
the greatest evidence of graft, corruption and monopolistic 
control was associated with railroads. Van Wyck saw the need 
for reform and early in his public career in Nebraska became 
an agitator for regulation—a strong opponent of monopolies 
and a champion for the rights of the common people. One ean 
see the beginning of his reform ideas in his work as a member 
of the Constitutional convention of 1875. Although some of 
his reform ideas were rejected, nevertheless they indicate the 
foresight and prophetic sense of their advocate. As indicated 
by Van Wyck’s amendments, and the recommendations in the 
reports of his committee, his greatest efforts in the Convention 
were centered in the restraint of corporations and the protec- 
tion of popular rights. To this end he sought to establish 
legal responsibility of all corporations doing business within 
the state. In Sec. 3 of the Article on Miscellaneous Corpora- 
tions, as submitted by the appropriate committee, it was stated 
that all corporations might sue and be sued in like cases 
as natural persons.'!*> Van Wyck offered two amendments to 
this section. The first stated that the legislature should pro- 
hibit all foreign insurance companies from doing business in 
the state until they had first elected a director residing within 
the state. This amendment was laid on the table.4* The 
second amendment to this section stated that no foreign corp- 
orations should do business in the state without having one 


11 Nebr. Constitutional Conventions, III, 523, 526. 
12 /bid., 111, 614. 
13 Ibid., III, 536. 
14 /bid., III, 556. 
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or more places of business and an authorized agent or agents 
in the same upon whom process might be served; should, be- 
fore engaging in business, file in the office of the Secretary of 
State consent not to remove or attempt to remove any suit, 
commenced in state court by an inhabitant of the state, to 
the United States Court; that no agreement be made by this 
corporation unless there was inserted in the same a statement 
that they would not attempt to remove the suit to the United 
States Courts; that legislature should provide punishment for 
the omission of such statement by the agent, attorney or em- 
ployee of such corporation. This amendment also was not 
adopted.© Sec. 4 of the Article on Miscellaneous Corpora- 
tions provided that in cases of claims against corporations, the 
amount justly due should first be settled, then, after the 
corporate property should have been exhausted, the stock- 
holders should individually be liable to the extent of their 
unpaid subscription.‘ Van Wyck offered an amendment to 
this section which stated that stockholders should be liable 
to the amount of the par value of the stock held by each, 
less the amount realized from the corporate property. His 
amendment failed of adoption.'* 

These proposals suggest not only Van Wyck’s interest in 
protecting the people against corporate oppression but they 
also indicate his constructive and legal turn of mind. At 
this time it was most difficult to fasten responsibility upon 
corporations and he proposed to avoid the embarrassment to 
the state by requiring them to designate and maintain within 
the state their responsible agents. This requirement has be- 
come a common place today, but it took three decades of 
agitation to make it so, and the elaborate system of regula- 
tion embodied in our Interstate Commerce and Federal 
Trades commissions is an outgrowth of this movement. 

The Committee on Legislative Article made a report to 
the convention, a section of this report stated that the Legis- 


15 IJbid., III, 556-557. 
16 /bid., III, 536. 
17 Ibid., III, 650. 
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lature should have no power to release or relinquish, in whole 
or in part, the indebtedness, liability or obligations of any 
corporation or individual to the state or in any municipal 
corporation therein.'* This Article was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revision and Adjustment of which Van Wyck was 
chairman. Van Wyck, in reporting this Article back for his 
committee recommended that the section given above should 
be struck out and that in its place should be included a 
provision for keeping intact lands, controlled by the state— 
that they should never be donated to railroad companies, 
private corporations or individuals. This was agreed to,!® 
was embodied in the Constitution of Nebraska—Article III 
See. 18—and at present is a part of that document—Article 
III See. 21. 

Van Wyck and his committee took a step toward pro- 
tection of the people’s money in the recommendation that any 
person who was in default as collector or custodian of public 
money should not be eligible to any office of trust or profit 
under the Constitution or laws of the State. This provision 
was agreed to and became a part of the Constitution.”° 

Again Van Wyck upheld democracy and the rights of 
the people as opposed to corruption and the oppression by 
the few when the question of the removal of the State Capital 
was debated by the convention. The proposition before the 
Convention was that the legislature provide for submitting 
the question, of removing and relocating the capital, to the 
people. A motion was made to strike out the provision. Van 
Wyck strongly urged that it be retained. There were thos> 
who believed that this question should not ‘be considered in 
the Convention, arguing that if such were ineluded in the 
Constitution, the people would vote against the Constitution. 
Van Wyck did not believe that the people would vote agains‘ 
the Constitution because it allowed them to settle this ques- 
tion. He argued that it was not right to leave this question 


18 Jbid., III, 607. 
19 Jbid. III, 653. 
20 Daily State Journal, June 12, 1875. 
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to corrupt the legislature; that the people were expressing 
themselves against legislative corruption resulting from the 
constant agitation of this question in that body. Van Wyck 
said that only the Capital Stock Jobbers would oppose it in 
the constitution, for the work of speculators must be done 
quickly and they would not be willing te wait on a vote of 
the people which would give time and opportunity to expose 
the corruptionists. The Convention finally sustained Van 
Wyck’s view by leaving the provision within the constitution 
for relocation of the state capital by vote of the people. This 
point involved a spirited division of the convention and Gen- 
eral Van Wyck’s speech is mentioned as the outstanding ora- 
torical effort upon the subject.*! 

The convention concluded its work June 12, having been 
in session only 28 days.** Its conduct and achievements elic- 
ited the hearty approbation of the press. ‘‘The convention 
has been an eminently orderly body, respectable alike for the 
character of its individual members and the courtesy and dig- 
nity of its proceedings, as well as by its standing aloof from 
and above any just suspicion of corruption or of trickery or 
of demagogism.’’** 

The spirit of the convention is again reflected in the 
description of its procedure. ‘‘We do not remember a single 
speech that was over ten minutes in length .... The leading 
minds who gave the instrument its shape and who contributed 
most to the exclusion of crudities and superfluities did little 
in oratorical lines . . . . The last week was the decisive one 
and its work has displayed the quiet labors of such men as 
Briggs, Van Wyck, Conner, Calhoun, Manderson, Smith, 
Broady, Pound and others who are close and conservative 
thinkers and who care more for the record of the instrument 
itself than for evanescent fame’’.*4 

During this last week the reports of Van Wyck from 
the Committee on Revision occupied the attention of the con- 
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vention a large part of the period. While there is no record 
of his work within the committee there is every reason to 
believe that the final form of the constitution of 1875 bears 
much of the imprint of General Van Wyck’s thought and 
To have borne so conspicuous a part in such an im- 
after arriving as a 
a distinetion which 


activity. 
portant work within such a few months 
resident of the state is a privilege and 
has fallen to few political leaders. 








Chapter VIII 
STATE SENATOR 


The constitutional convention had given General Van 
Wyck an opportunity for the display of political leadership. 
The recognition of this capacity was manifest in the selection 
of the General as a delegate to the state Republican conven- 
tion which met at Fremont, Nebraska, May 23, 1876. And 
the distinction was multiplied when he was chosen both tem- 
porary and permanent chairman of the convention. His 
opponent was Amasa Cobb, of Lincoln, a conservative. How- 
ever the progressive control was confirmed in the second 
victory of Van Wyck over Cobb by a vote of 87 to 77.! 

General Van Wyck’s address to the convention constitut- 
ed the key note for the party. This address was described 
as ‘‘a mild manifestation of his (Van Wyck’s) chronic in- 
surgency’’.2 His position is indicated by the following 
paragraph : 

**We know well the influences that have been at work 
during the last few years to the detriment of the 
Republican Party; and we to-day witness an uprising 
of the people declaring that they have decided to take 
the power into their own hands. This feeling is... 
beginning to raise us into the atmosphere of political 
and financial honesty. The Republican Party must 
save the nation again... ® 

This address voiced a movement which Watkins, in the 
Morton History of Nebraska, says secured Van Wyck’s elec- 
tion to the United States Senate, five years later. The gen- 
eral had sensed the demand for reform and he persistently 


repeated his doctrines.‘ 


uw 


1 Morton and Watkins, III, 17 
2 Idem. 
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Van Wyck’s leadership was not accepted without a con- 
test. The old leaders did not propose to permit this reform- 
ing usurper to assume control without a battle. In the Otoe 
County Republican Convention, Sept. 23, 1876, the party was 
split into Van Wyck and Anti-Van Wyck factions. The old 
crowd in control wanted Hayward and Pinney, but it was ad- 
mitted that the defeat of Van Wyck would wreck the party 
and forfeit the support of the voters. The convention had 
before it for nomination Van Wyck, Korff, Pinney and Hay- 
ward. The first ballot for the two positions gave Pinney a 
majority. The contest for the second position as senatorial 
candidate was between Van Wyck and Hayward, and the 
former secured the nomination.® 

The activities of the opposition received their well merited 
popular rebuff by the defeat of Pinney in the ensuing elec- 
tion.® 

Immediately following the county convention there was 
a state republican convention held in Lincoln September 26. 
Van Wyck was one of the eight delegates representing Otoe 
County. His attendance is significant of the position that he 
had won within the councils of his party. He took an active 
part in all the proceedings of the convention. One delegate 
described this convention ‘‘as a great battle between the Bur- 
lington and Union Pacific Railroads’’.? It was at this con- 
vention that Edward Rosewater, editor of Omaha Bee was 
thrown down one flight of the Commercial Hotel stairway 
and charged with eavesdropping at the keyhole of a delegate’s 
room. Rosewater became an intimate and enthusiastic sup- 
porter of General Van Wyck. The Railroad controversy 
challenged the belligerent soul of Van Wyck. Thus, from 
the first year of the general’s political activity in Nebraska 
polities, the topics of railroads and corporations were the 
vitalizing issues about which the political struggles turned. 


The machine Republicans made a bitter fight, along with 
5 Nebraska City News, Sept. 23, 1876. 


6 Daily State Journal, Nov. 9, 1876. 
7 Morton and Watkins, III, 178. 
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the Democrats, against the election of Van Wyck. ‘‘We un- 
derstand’’ wrote the editor of the News, ‘‘that General Van 
Wyck is pledging himself to the Democrats that he is an anti- 
Hitecheock man in order to secure their votes. Prominent Re- 
publicans in this county have said and are saying this does not 
amount to anything because it is made to Democrats.’’> The 
last issue before election grew eloquent in its adjectives. 
‘**Pre-emptor, tax-dodger, soft-soaper Van Wyck’’ was 
charged with inconsistences of position on national issues 
and deception as to intent on local questions.® 

Van Wyck’s campaign had aroused more than local op- 
position on the part of the inactive Republicans. The Omaha 
Republican called him the candidate of the ‘‘bolting elique”’ 
and the Democrats. It charged him with returning an as- 
sessment of personal property for $1,175, when in fact his 
personal property was worth $50,000. Besides, the farmers 
of Otoe county were tired of the ‘‘self-imposed demagogue, 
chronie candidate, and communistie brawler’’.!° 

Despite the vigorous accusations, Van Wyck led the Otoe 
county ticket in votes received, securing a margin of 300 over 
his nearest senatorial rival whereas Pinney, his Republican 
colleague, representing the anti-Van Wyck men, lost out by 
a narrow margin.!! 

In the history of the United States the period from 1873 
to 1879 was one of hard times as well as a period of corruption 
in polities and in business. There were a number of causes 
for these hard times, some of which were (1) Civil War Ex- 
pense, (2) Over investment after the war in railroads and 
manufactures (3) Unsettled currency problem and (4) Poor 
crops. Such economic and political conditions produced dis- 
satisfaction and unrest which, in turn, generated reform 
movements among the people. During the greater part of 
this period that Van Wyck served in the State Senate, 1877- 
1881, Nebraska, in common with other agricultural states, was 
experiencing very hard times. During a part of the time 
8 Oct. 28, 1876. 

9 Nebr. City News, Nov. 11, 1876. 
10 Omaha Republican, Nov. 3, 1876. 
11 Nebraska City News, Nov. 11, 1876. 
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the grasshoppers destroyed crops; the effects of the panic of 
1873 were felt; railroads were taking advantage of the people ; 
interest rates were high. Van Wyck, who had taken up the 
cause of the people in the Constitutional Convention of 1875 
and in the Republican State Conventions following, continued 
his agitation in behalf of the people in the State Senate. In 
the fourteenth session, 1877, the resolutions offered and the 
bills introduced by him all sponsor the people’s cause; in 
general they have to do with reducing expenses for the poor 
man, relieving the debtor and checking the corruption in 
practices of the railroads. 

Coming to Lincoln in 1877, Van Wyck took living quar- 
ters at the Tichenor House. He frequently returned to his 
home for week ends, and occasionally Mrs. Van Wyck and 
Marie Louise, the only living child at that time, came to 
spend a week with him in Lincoln.!” 

Van Wyck took an active part in the work of the senate. 
His committee appointments in the fourteenth regular session 
of the Senate of Nebraska in 1877 included Agriculture, 
Military, Counties, Municipal Affairs, and a special Joint 
Committee on the part of the Senate. 

Resolution (1) as listed among those of Van Wyck in 
Senate Session 14, (1877) on page 1 of the Appendix, related 
to not printing bills and resolutions until reported by the 
committee to which they were referred.4 In this session, the 
standing rule regarding this was that no bill should be com- 
mitted until read twice; then it was to be printed, after which 
it might be referred to a committee.°5 Van Wyck’s resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Printing which gave a 
favorable report carrying Van Wyck’s idea relative to print- 
ing no unreported bills. This report was adopted.'® Resolution 
(2), regarding investigation of public expenditures, was adopt- 
ed and Van Wyck was named on the committee to carry on 





12 State Journal, Feb. 6, 1877. 

13. Senate Journal, 14 Session, 1877, pp. 37-38. 
14 /bid., p. 143. 

15 Jbid., (Standing Rules) p. 58. 

16 /bid., p. 145. 
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the investigation.'* Van Wyck later reported the results of in- 
vestigation. The substance of this report was that, in gen- 
eral, the state institutions were conducted efficiently, but 
that there was great need to reduce expenses, and he thought 
this could be done without impairing efficiency. He recom- 
mended that all salaries and purchases should approximate a 
hard money basis. Most of the indebtedness in connection 
with state institutions was due to a violation of the former 
Constitution which limited state indebtedness to $250,000. 
The university building and the penitentiary were construct- 
ed at a greater cost than authorized by law. Abuses practiced 
in state institutions in the past were still in existence. 
Officers of these institutions used the State’s money for ex- 
penses not allowed them by law. In many cases supplies for 
the state institutions were purchased, not by contract, ac- 
cording to law, but at retail prices and from certain houses.'® 
To guard against future abuses in expenditures of State 
Institutions, Van Wyck’s committee presented two bills— 
Senate File No. 186—To regulate purchases of supplies for 
publie institutions and state departments, and S. F. 
No. 187—to punish officers who contract debts in violation of 
the law and constitution."* The former of these two bills, 
S. F. No. 186, became a law. According to this law all 
purchases and contracts for supplies, where immediate de- 
livery was not required, were to be made by advertising a 
sufficient time previously for proposals for supplying the 
same.*° This wise measure eliminated favoritism and no 
doubt saved the state considerable money. 

Since, by the report of the regents of the University, 
the Agricultural College and Farm had created an expense 
of $11,500 in the past two years, while the receipts from the 
same were about $1,200, Van Wyck recommended in a reso- 
lution that the Committee on Agriculture be directed to 
report that this branch of education be discontinued alto- 
17 Ibid., p. 237. 

18 Senate Journal, 14 Session, 1877, pp. 601-605. 


19 Jbid., p. 411. 
Session Laws of Nebraska, 1877, p. 199. 
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gether or for a limited time. However, the Committee made 
no report on the same.*! This recommendation was based 
upon a prevalent idea at that period, that agricultural edu- 
cation at the state farm should be self supporting or even 
show a net profit. 

There was a law in the Statutes for 1873 to the effect 
that to redeem land sold for taxes, there must be paid to 
the County Treasurer the amount for which the land was 
sold with interest on this amount at the rate of 20% per 
annum; also the redeemer must pay the taxes for 
the time subsequent to the sale, if such have been 
paid by the purchaser, with interest at 40%.%* To 
aid the taxpayer,** who in this period of hard times found 
it difficult to pay his taxes, to redeem his land when sold 
for taxes, Van Wyck advised in a resolution that the penalty 
of 40% be struck out of the law through a bill repealing this 
particular section of the statutes. No bill resulted from this 
resolution.” It is interesting to note in the statutes of 1922, 
if the land is redeemed after six months from the date of 
sale, the interest rate on the amount paid is 1% per month 
or fraction thereof and the rate on the taxes and assessments 
paid after sale, is the same. If the land is redeemed during 
the last six months of the two-year period of redemption, in 


21 Senate Journal, 14 Session, 1877, p 187. In Seward county fol- 
lowing the panic of 1873 and the grasshopper desolation of 1874 
a great many farmers found it impossible to get the money to pay 
their taxes and their land was sold at tax sale. Our farm was 
one of these. The purchaser of these tax certificates was one 
Sampson of Seward. I remember how terror stricken was our 
family and neighboring families when we found that we had to 
pay forty per cent penalty to restore the title to our land. I re 
member how hated was the name of Sampson in those pioneer 
homes. This was another proof to the pioneer that the government 
at Lincoln and at Washington was in one organized conspiracy 
to rob the laboring class. 

Forty per cent on top of twenty per cent per annum! Robbery 
was a poor name to express the transaction. Ae 


22 Gencral Statutes of the State of Nebraska, 1873, p. aia 
23 Senate Journal, 1877, p. 146. 
24 Compiled Statutes of the State of Nebraska, 1922, Ch. 61, Art. XX 


Par. 6130, p. 1942. 
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addition to the amount above paid, every redemptioner must 
also pay for the service or publication of the notice to the 
owner or occupant of the real estate.*° Thus the legislature 
at last removed the unmerited penalty from unfortunate pro- 
perty holders—an end which Van Wyck sought to achieve 
forty-five years earlier. 

Railroad discriminations, and especially the fights be- 
tween competing roads, constituted one of the worst evils of 
the time. Railroads sought favors from the government 
and often succeeded in getting special favors in the form of 
government grants and contracts which gave them decided 
advantages over their competitors and at the same time sub- 
jected the public to abuses and unwarranted expenses. 

To aid in bringing about opposition in Congress to all 
legislation discriminating in favor of certain railroads, Mr. 
Van Wyck offered a resolution advising that we request our 
representatives in Congress to oppose all such legislation and 
that they urge upon Congress that all business over the Union 
Pacifie or any of its branches be entitled to equal advantages 
without discrimination of any kind. This was meant to give 
the Burlington an equal opportunity with the Union Pacific.** 
With a slight amendment, this resolution was adopted.*? 

During this legislative session (1877) in addition to the 
bills of Van Wyck, mentioned previously, which resulted from 
his resolutions, there were others introduced by him, which 
concerned the interests of the people. One of these provided 
for reducing the rate of interest to 10% per annum* whereas 
the law at that time established 12% as a maximum.”’ Al- 
though this bill did not become a law, in the next session, 
1879, Van Wyck introduced a similar bill making the rate 
of interest 8% per annum which bill resulted in a substitution 
by the committee to which it was referred.*° The substitute 


became a law which set the rate of interest at 7% unless a 


25 Senate Journal, 1877, p. 252. 
26 Ibid., p. 265. 

27 Ibid., p. 351. 

28 General Statutes of Nebraska, 1873, p. 446. 
29 Senate Journal, 1877, pp. 159, 310 

30 Session Laws, 1879, p. 113. 
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greater rate not exceeding 10% was stipulated in the con- 
tract.*! 

One of the most conspicuous bills of the legislative ses- 
sion of 1877 was a measure introduced by Van Wyck, pro- 
viding for the destruction of grasshoppers.*? At this time 
Nebraska had been more or less devastated by this pest for 
three years. Both the agricultural and commercial interests 
of the State were greatly injured and were liable to serious 
damage in the future by the return of the pests.** This bill, 
which became a law, authorized the supervisors of the road 
distriets and the supervisors, appointed by the mayors of 
cities, to require all able-bodied men between the ages of 
sixteen and sixty to labor in destroying the pests for two 
days at the time, place and manner considered most efficient 
by the supervisor. If two days were not sufficient, a greater 
number of days of labor might be required but not more than 
ten. No pay was to be received for this work and a fine of 
ten dollars and costs was imposed if the person refused to 
work.*4 

This anti-grasshopper law was a novelty in legislation 
and has often served as a butt for ridicule. Many assume 
that it was begotten by the wild imagination of the Otoe 
county senator. January 24, 1877, the senator presented a 
petition from citizens of Otoe county praying for a state 
bounty law for the destruction of grasshoppers.*® The peti- 
tion was answered in the form of the above law. The statute 
examplifies the optimism of the frontier spirit. Was it not 
better to authorize an organized battle against the pests than 
supinely to submit to their exterminating appetites? 

In the field of education, Van Wyck introduced a bill, 
which modified the general school law relative to non-resident 
attendance. The bill became a law and provided for the ad- 


31 Morton and Watkins, History of Nebraska, Vol. Il, p. 187. 
32 Session Laws, 1877, p. 154. 

33 Ibid., pp. 154-155. 

4 State Journal, Jan. 24, 1877. 

35 Session Laws, 1877, p. 54. 
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mission of non-resident pupils to a school district at tuition 
rates determined by the Board. This power lodged with the 
boards was subject to abuse, but it was democratic and liberal 
in intent. The bill also provided that any citizen having 
real property in two adjoining districts, might with the con- 
sent of the board of the district where he resides, send pupils 
to school in the adjoining district.** 

An important item of business for this legislative session 
was the election of the United States Senator. There were 
plenty of candidates. On the first ballot Van Wyck cast his 
vote for former Governor Alvin Saunders, of Omaha, whose 
support was limited to only two senators and nine assembly- 
men. After two days of caucussing and voting Saunders 
was elected.*® 

The machine control of the Senate was embarrassed by 
parliamentary strategy on the part of Van Wyck, Ambrose 
and Calkins. This probably intensified the factional division 
within the Republican party. It is evident that these gentle- 
men tied up the procedure in a knot, and the chairman was 
compelled to appeal to them to desist.*® 

The opposition to Van Wyck for re-election in 1878 was 
determined, and the opponents resorted to every sort of po- 
litical trickery. There was a meeting of Otoe county Republic- 
ans at Syracuse, September 19, to choose delegates to the state 
convention. The factions were led by Van Wyck and Newman. 
The latter, recognizing his inability to control the convention, 
arranged a harmony movement by which both he and Van 
Wyck agreed to refuse nomination as delegates. This was 
claimed as a Newman victory, but it had no permanent ad- 
vantage.*® 

The county convention for nominating county candidates 
met in the office of M. L. Hayward at Nebraska City October 
11, 1878. Mr. Gregg presided. C. H. Van Wyck and E. T. 


36 State Journal, Jan. 17-19, 1877. 

37 State Journal, Feb. 16, 1877. 

38 Nebraska City News, Sept. 19, 1878. 
39 Syracuse Journal, Oct. 11, 1878. 

40 Syracuse Journal, Oct. 18, 1878. 
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Warren were placed before the convention for state senators. 
Van Wyck received 12 votes and Warren 6 votes. Van Wyck’s 
name caused great enthusiasm on the part of two-thirds of 
the convention. During the session of the convention General 
Van Wyck was called upon and ‘‘delivered a very eloquent 
and able speech.’’# 

This nomination was followed by an active brief cam- 
paign within the two weeks immediately preceding the elec- 
tion. The situation was well described by the Syracuse 
Journal. ‘‘General Van Wyck has bitter enemies . . . he is 
especially feared by the plundering legislative rogues . 
They know full well that he will be, by force of logic and 
eloquence, the controlling genius of the next legislature... . 
The general is essentially a man of the people—endeared to 
them by the vicious and contemptible efforts of the ring 
organs within his own party, with unscrupulous and irres- 
ponsible editors, to lay him on the shelf by despicable malig- 
nity. Party ties will be largely laid aside, and he will be 
sent to senate of Nebraska by a huge majority.’’*” 

General Van Wyck spoke in all the villages of his county. 
His speeches discussed the economic problems, including cur- 
rency, railroad rates, taxation and interest rates. He replied 
to the numerous charges which were being circulated against 
him. His speeches were described as ‘‘in his usual pleasant 
style’’.43 

As was predicted, there was a last minute falsehood 
circulated which threatened to mislead his most devoted 
followers. 

A broadside headed, ‘‘ Voters Attention,’’ contained the 
following: ‘‘C. H. Van Wyck withdraws from race as sen- 
ator.”’ ; 

‘*Since receiving and reading the letter from Sullivan 
county, New York, relating to the former life and character 
of C. H. Van Wyck (accompanying this circular) it has been 


41 Ibid., Nov. 1, 1878. 
42 Syracuse Journal, Nov. 8, 1878. 
43 Nebraska City Daily News, Nov. 9, 1878. 
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considered that he decline to run further in this canvass— 
and he has in accordance with our request withdrawn from 
the Canvass.’’ 

‘‘His withdrawal is therefore hereby announced.’’ 

‘*By Order 

Republican Central Committee of Otoe County.’’ 

The Syracuse Journal suspected the Nebraska City News 
of publishing this malicious falsehood.44 Despite the inex- 
eusable and criminal tacties of his opponents Van Wyck was 
returned by a safe majority although his vote was reduced 
by approximately 200 from his handsome lead of two years 
before.*® 

The opening of the legislative session brought the Van 
Wycks to Lincoln and he took up lodging at the Commercial 
Hotel on the site of the present Capital Hotel.*® 

At this session of the legislature Van Wyck led an assault 
upon the machine control of the senate. The Republican 
caucus, previous to the formal opening of the senate, had 
decided all questions of organization and procedure. This 
attracted publie notice. The State Journal tried to treat it 
casually. ‘‘The only occurrence that broke the monotony was 
an attempt to reverse the action of the Senate Republican 
caucus by which it was decided to entrust the organization 
of the committees to the Lieutenant Governor. General Van 
Wyck attacked the caucus measure with great energy, and 
was somewhat dryly and pithily responded to by Colonel 
Chureh Howe. At the close of the discussion the senate rati- 
fied the action of the caucus of 19 to 11, senator Van Wyck 
being the only member of the caucus to kick over the 
traces. ’’47 

Despite the attack upon the Lieutenant Governor’s ap- 
pointing power Van Wyck was appointed to the Finance 
Committee, the Committee on Bridges, Highways and Fences, 
and the Committee on Banking and Currency. These assign- 


44 State Journal, Jan. 7, 1879. 
45 State Journal, Jan. 8, 1879. 
46 State Journal, Jan. 10, 1879. 
47 Senate Journal, 1879, pp. 118, 247. 
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ments were probably granted with reluetanee—they included 
no chairmanships.** 

In the Resolutions of Van Wyck, offered during the Leg- 
islative Session of 1879, the reform note is continued and 
the cause of the people is still upheld. These resolutions are in- 
dieative of efforts toward economy in public expenditures, 
more justice in the equalization of the valuation of property, 
prevention of corrupt practices that may result from the ac- 
cumulation of large deposits in the lands of the State Treasur- 
er, and the detection of discrimination on the part of railroad 
and telegraph companies against certain sections of the State 
and the checking of the same. The resolutions carrying the 
above ideas were laid over under the rules.” Van Wyck sug- 
gested in one of his resolutions, that an addition be made to 
the standing rules, to the effect that every bill and resolution 
referred should be reported to the Senate by the committee 
within one week after such reference, unless further time 
was specially granted by the Senate. This resolution was 
adopted.*” It is probable that Van Wyck had in mind that 
under such a rule, reform bills, to which many might be in- 
different, would have a better chance of adoption because the 
politicians would be afraid to oppose them by voting. At 
least the opponents of reform would be put on record and 
the publie could know where they stood. 

During the session of 1879 Mr. Van Wyck renewed his 
efforts for relief of taxpayers. One of the bills, introduced 
by him to this purpose, provided that interest for only two 
years be demanded on personal property taxes unpaid for 
more than two years from the passage of the act.5! This bill 
passed the Senate but in the House was indefinitely postponed 
and did not become a law.6? Van Wyck’s reform of the rules 
of the senate was of no avail against the dilatory tacties of 
the assembly. Another bill on the same subject of taxes on 
personal property was to the effect that in listing personal 
property all ‘‘bona fide’’ debts owed by the person, were to 
48 Senate Journal. 1879, p. 157. 

49 Senate Journal, 1879, pp. 118, 247 
50 Senate Journal, 1879, p. 157. 


The Bill in Manuscript Form. 
Senate Journal, 1879, pp. 552, 744. 
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be deducted.** The committee on Judiciary to which the bill 
was referred, recommended that it be not passed.*4 

Van Wyck struck a reform note in Nebraska for the 
control of railroad rates by the Legislature, when he intro- 
duced in the session of 1879 a bill to regulate passenger trans- 
portation in the state. His bill stated that railroad com- 
panies should not charge to exceed three cents per mile as 
fare for the transportation of passengers and baggage; that 
for transportation of passengers and baggage on freight 
trains, the fare should not exceed two cents per mile. The 
Committee on Railroads recommended that it be indefinitely 
postponed and the bill did not become a law.®> The Granger 
Cases, originating in Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois, and estab- 
lishing the principle that railroad rates should be controlled 
by legislation, were decided this year, 1879, but not in time 
to influence greatly legislation along this line in Nebraska.5® 
Here again the influence of the railroads in polities is mani- 
fest. The public was no doubt favorable to legislation re- 
stricting rates but the committee on railroads could hear voic- 
es other than those of the people. 

For the purpose of greater protection to the exposed 
settlers in Nebraska and also to lessen expenses,*’ the Senate 
and House concurred in a Joint Resolution to Congress fav- 
oring the transfer of the work of the Indian Bureau to the 
War Department. Relative to this matter Van Wyck urged 
it would be best to transfer the management of only the 
wild and hostile Indians to the War Department, leaving 
the Indians who were on reservations and who were desirous 
of learning the arts of peace, to the Interior Department. 
However this stipulation was not included in the joint reso- 
lution sent to Congress.®® 

During this second term in the legislature Van Wyck 


Daily State Journal, Jan. 23, 1879 

Senate Journal, 1879, p. 232. 

The Bill in Manuscript Form. Also Syracuse Journal, Feb. 14, 1879. 
Morton and Watkins, History of Nebraska, Vol. III, p. 186. 

Ibid., p. 193. 

State Journal, Jan. 22, 1879. 
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displayed his characteristic energy. February 16 he moved 
he that the senate begin night sessions to expedite business.®° 
0- He also moved that members of the legislature should receive 
S- no compensation for extra or called sessions. This motion 
a- was lost.*° However both motions were indictments of the 
18 inefficient dilatory methods of the political manipulators. 
at At this session there occurred the usual attack upon the 
it University. The bull’s eye of the target was the chancellor’s 
os salary. Senator Church Howe wished to abolish the office 
y of chancellor altogether. Brown, of Lancaster, defended the 
ad institution. Van Wyck made a lengthy speech upon the sub- 
if ject. He stood as a compromiser urging moderation. While 
d economy was a prime consideration it must not be carried so 
: far as to damage the institutions involved. It was during this 





debate that ‘‘a dozen or so members of the house were called 
into the senate by Van Wyck’s eloquence and the sergeant- 
at-arms had to be sent out to collect a quorum.’’6! 

In the election of 1880 Van Wyck’s enemies were up to 
their old tricks to discredit him. They attempted to alienate 
the prohibitionists by stories implying Van Wyck’s alliance 
with the liquor interests. Newman declared that Van Wyck 
had been billed by a saloon keeper for a barrel of whiskey. 
When pushed to the point of defense he admitted that the 
information had come through J. Sterling Morton and the 
Democratic leaders. Van Wyck confessed that he had re- 
ceived such a bill, but avowed that he had no expectation of 
paying for something that he had neither authorized nor re- 
ceived.® 

Friends of Van Wyck urged his support on the ground 
that he would likely be elected United States Senator pro- 
vided he was not eliminated by defeat for the state senate. 
The appeal was effective in producing a greatly increased 
majority. His vote was 1923 in a total of 3234 for both can- 


















59 State Journal, Jan. 16, 1879. 
60 Jbid., Feb. 20, 1879. 
61 Ibid., Feb. 26, 1879. 
62 Syracuse Journal, Oct. 8, 1880. 
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didates.** It was approximately a 50% increase in support 
over his previous elections. 

Remarking on the situation at the beginning of the legis- 
lative session of 1881, the Omaha Daily Bee noted that the 
railroad forces were on hand with u large number of Repub- 
lican and Democratic lobbyists; and that from all indications 
there was little hope of any legislation that would remedy 
the situation for the producing classes. The Bee further re- 
marked that there was a stalwart wing of the Republican 
Party in the United States Senate which had for its purpose 
the removal of federal officials wherever by so doing they 
could gain political strength for themselves. President Hayes 
had refused to carry out their schemes and President-Elect 
Garfield was in sympathy with Hayes in this respect but it 
was the purpose of the Stalwarts to force Garfield over to 
their side. The Stalwarts had a slight majority in the Sen- 
ate but the Bee stated that the election, referring to the elee- 
tion of United States Senators by the Lgislatures, might 
change the result. Finally, the Bee advised that Nebraska 
should select a senator who was in sympathy with the admin- 
istration on this point, adding that Paddock, the incumbent 
at that time, was against Hayes’ policy.** Under these con- 
ditions Van Wyck entered the session of 1881. Yet Van 
Wyck was persistent in his stand against the railroad mon- 


opolies although, as he said, it was not his desire to pass legis- 
lation hostile to the railroads, but merely bring about better 
protection for the people, while the railroad owners were 


becoming millionaires. 

During the session of 1881, Van Wyck was a member of 
the following committees: (1) Accounts and Expenditures, 
(2) Edueation (chairman), (3) Banks and Curreney, and (4) 
Municipal Affairs.“© He was made Chairman of a Special 
Committee upon railroads. The railroad situation had _ be- 
come especially acute in the legislature because the state 
Board of Equalization had permitted a reduction of $950.21 
63 Syracuse Journal, Nov. 12, 1880. 


64 The Omaha Daily Bee, Jan. 5, 6, 7, 1881. 
65 J/bid., Feb. 21, 1881. 
66 Senate Journal, 1881, pp. 88, 89, 247. 
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per mile on the valuation of railroad property. The basis 
for the reduction in the value of the road was a decline in 
the net earnings of 1880 as compared with the net earnings 
of 1879.*? 

General Van Wyck’s committee reported February 18, 
1881. The report was a strong incisive document which stat- 
ed the grievance of the public against the roads in no un- 
certain language. (1) Secret rates, contracts and rebates in 
favor of one individual as against another was charged; (2) 
the abuse of charging in some instances more for a shorter 
than for a longer haul; (3) pooling of business and receipts 
to prevent competition; (4) the state board had neglected to 
assess the tax franchises enjoyed by these corporations; (5) 
the managers of the roads in the state claim that in former 
years their roads (in fact built by donations of land and gov- 
ernment credit, county and town bonds) did not pay divi- 
dends but are now paying 10% and stocks at one time worth 
30e on the dollar are now selling for 170. 

The committee, after producing these facts, concluded 
that the property of railroads then had become valuable on 
the market.® 

This report was chiefly instrumental in producing the 
railroad act of 1881. By this act maximum rates could not 
exceed those published by the roads November 1, 1880. All 
kinds of discriminations were made illegal; secret contracts, 
rebates and drawbacks were disallowed. Publicity of rates 
was required . 

This regulation was inadequate, but it was as much as 
could be secured at the time. General Van Wyck was es- 
pecially perturbed because the railroads were left practically 
free in fixing the amount at which their properties were assess- 
ed for taxation.”® It was impossible to secure legislation upon 
this point. In fact the problem of valuation of railroad pro- 
perties has been one of the most complex and diffieult ques- 





67 Ibid., 1881, p. 277. 

68 Dr. A. E. Sheldon, Manuscript Copy History of Nebraska (Lin- 
coln). 

69 Session Laws, 1881, 310. 

Omaha Daily Bee, Feb. 1881. 
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tions involved in regulation and taxation from that day to 
this, and while a complex formula for valuation, recognizing 
the considerations which General Van Wyck raised, has been 
written into the law, no expert would be so rash as to say 
that a satisfactory legal definition has been reached. 

The action in the Nebraska legislature in 1881 was se- 
cured in the face of persistent opposition and derision. Gen- 
eral Van Wyck had talked regulation both directly and in- 
directly for four years. It had cost him bitter opposition at 
the conventions of his party and libelous and inflammatory 
attacks in the press. Only an independent, courageous and 
personally popular leader could have survived this contest 
and moved on to greater honors at the hands of the people. 
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THE DIARY OF DR. THOMAS G. MAGHEE 


Edited by Charles Lindsay 
Dean and Professor of History at Norfolk Junior College, 
Norfolk, Nebraska 


New material bearing upon an early period of western 
history is always of interest, especially if the material is of a 
first hand nature. The present diary will be of special in- 
terest because a considerable part of it has direct reference 
to post Civil War frontier Nebraska. Its author, Dr. Thomas 
G. Maghee, was born in Evansville, Indiana, July 18, 1842. 
At the opening of the Civil War he was a student in Hanover 
College. He left school to serve in the Union Army, and 
after being wounded and receiving his discharge he entered 
the Evansville Medical College, and was graduated in the 
spring of 1873. At Warrenton, Indiana, he ‘‘set up shop 
and stayed two weeks without a single ecall’’. It was at this 
time that he received a telegram from Dr. Joseph B. Brown 
requesting him to apply for a position as contract doctor with 
the United States army. This, declared the diarist, ‘‘I im- 
mediately answered in propria persona as well as by tele- 
graph”’. 

Dr. Maghee’s western experiences cover a period of more 
than half a century. The first entry in his diary is dated 
at Omaha, Nebraska, May 28, 1873; the last entry is dated 
at the site of Thermopolis, Wyoming, August 14, 1875. But 
Dr. Maghee lived until September 28, 1927, almost continu- 
ously in the vicinity of Lander, Wyoming, and it was there 
that he died. He was a citizen of wide interests and ac- 
quaintances, and was held in great esteem by the community. 
He has three sons living, Mr. Morgan M. Maghee, of Raton, 
New Mexico; Major Torry B. Maghee, U.S. A., of Fort Hays, 
Ohio; and Mr. Val B. Maghee, of Lander, Wyoming, who 
retains possession of the diary, and was kind enough to place 
it at the disposal of the editor. 
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The diary consists of five bound volumes, four by seven 
inches in size. The entries were usually made in ink. He 
often a-companied scouting expeditions, and always kept a 


careful record in pencil of such trips. Upon the return of 


these parties to the post, he was in the habit of copying his 
notes in his diary in ink. Some of his original notes are still 
retained, and can be compared with the entries in his diary 
covering the same dates. 

During the time this diary was kept, Dr. Maghee was 
a physician attached to the United States army, and served 
at various forts in Nebraska and in Wyoming. He was with 
the escort that accompanied Prof. O. C. Marsh, the eminent 
Yale scientist, on the Niobrara Expedition in the summer of 
1873. Here he gives us some splendid descriptions of the 
section of northwestern Nebraska traversed by the party. 
He also describes his journey from Fort McPherson to Bryan 
on the Union Pacific, and from the Union Pacifie overland 
north through South Pass to Old Camp Brown (Fort 
Washakie), where he was for many years stationed. 

We see in these pages much of the intimate life at a 
frontier army post through the eyes of an army ‘‘Contract 
Doctor’’. Dr. Maghee describes the scouting expeditions in 
which he participated; personalities at the various forts, 
ranging from privates to departmental commanders; his own 
ambitions for promotion; social events; mail service; annuity 
day at the Shoshone Reservation; the difficulty of keeping 
hospital whiskey from thirsty officers; ‘‘Bates Battle’’ with 
the Indians in the Big Horn Basin, in which he participated 
and received a citation; and a multitude of other matters 
directly associated with such life. 

But one is agreeably surprised at the wide interests of 
the diarist. He comments on subjects that range from fiscal 
matters at the post to foreign relations of the government. 
He is interested in the failure of Jay Cooke, and exercised 
at the policy of the United States toward Spain. In Indian 
relations he exhibits the typical western point of view. 

The passages in the diary which have been omitted are, 
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for most part abbreviated prescriptions which could not be 
deciphered. A few of the more intelligible ones, however, 
have been given in order to show the nature of his practice. 


The entries for one trip East have also been left out. 
The spelling and punctuation used by Dr. Maghee have 


not been changed. The entry headings are also his, but for 
the sake of uniformity and clearness they have also been 


inserted in brackets. 











DR. THOMAS G. MAGHEE 








THE DIARY OF DR. THOMAS G. MAGHEE 


Omaha, Nebraska 


(May 28, 1873) 
May 28th, 1873. I arrived here at 10 o’clock put up 
at Wyoming house had dinner find Dr. Barkwell has left. 
Intervewed Surg J. B. Brown and reced my contract Report 
tomorrow at 11 o’clock for duty. Half hour after writing 
would have given thousands to be back in Warrenton Ind. 
Had a chill feel better now Tellegraphed home also wrote 
Am satisfied will See Some wonderful sights (to me at 
least). ‘‘Gold dust brought here’’. A store at which Indians 
ean exchange furs &c. for arrows fire arms tomahawks pipes 
&e. A live indian in costume. Ice wagons with no step and 
ice about 20 inches no snows 
(May 29, 1873) 

May 29th. Reeed my order to report at Omaha Baracks! 
for duty Signed by Brig Genl. Ord. I recommended Dr 
Thos Smith as a fit person for a position To a certain Dr. 
Page’s absence from home or neglect to answer in time I am 
indebted for my early appointment To day a letter from him 
to Med. Direct Jos B. Brown thanking him for the appoint- 
ment and asking how much time would be given in which 
to report. But Yesterday upon my arrival the tellegram 
went to him. Let this be a warning to me to be 
prompt in all I do. 


, 


‘*too late’ 


(May 30, 1873) 


May 30th. Did my Ist sick call this morning had about 


Omaha Barracks was one of the early western posts that played an 
important role in the post Civil War period of Indian Relations. 
It was not the first government fort on Nebraska’s soil, but it 
was closely associated with Nebraska’s early statehood history. 
It was established four miles above Omaha, December 5, 1868. 
After 1878 it was known as Fort Omaha. It served, after the 
erection of Fort Crook, first as a quartermaster’s depot, and later 
as a United States signal station. See Addison E. Sheldon, The 
Nebraska Blue Book and Historical Register, 1915, p. 508. 
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30 to prescribe for Among which was an inguin al. hernia 
also corneitis a gun shot wound. Will have a case of obstet- 
erics in a few days. I shall like it Ist rate when settled 
Though I am afraid my age cuts me out of admission as an 
assist Surgin the military corps.? It turned cold last night 
and is raining incessantly now Bad weather 
(May 31, 1873) 
May 31st. Paid bill at mess. Diagnosed a case of hernia, 
really varicocele. Careless examination. Was called to a 
ease of child 9 mos old, been treated for intermittant Has, 
in my opinion, pneumonie symptons. Prescribed rest on bed 
and mustard & meal to chest to relieve pain; also H. Spts. 
Nit D. p 11-1j 
(June 1, 1873) 

June Ist, Child seems better perspires too freely rolls 
head from side to side. Ordered brandy on whiskey every 
3 hrs Drew a tooth 1st bicuspidata on left side. This 
was the Ist I ever drew made a bad out but got it out. I 
like this 1st rate only I want my family along. As soon as 
I can possibly be settled I will send for them to come along. 


This is not as good a thing as I thought it was, but it will 
be quite different going from the army to civil life as an ex 
surg of U. S. A. to going as I did at W.* I shall neglect 
no means of improvement leave no stone unturned which 
may assist me in my future life and though I can never at- 
tain a commission being debarred therefrom by age still I 
shall arrive at no mean standing among the profession in 


eivil life. 
(June 2, 1873) 

June 2d went to Omaha city yesterday drew my Ist pay 

2 The medical department of the United States Army was still 
functionittg in 1873 on a basis of the legislation of 1862. Regu- 
larly commissioned officers were not sufficient to supply frontier 
duty. Dr. Maghee’s status was that of “Contract Doctor”. In 
theory the position and preference of a First Lieutenant were 
accorded to contract doctors, but according to Dr. Maghee they 
had no such rank in practice. William Addleman Ganoe, in his 
The History of the United States Army (1924) appears to have 
given no attention to the Contract Doctors attached to the medical 
department of the army. 

3 Warrentown, Indiana is referred to. 
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three days $12.50. Saw the child patient the night of the 
Ist ordered it .... for restlessness. It passed into the hands 
of the great physician about five in the morning. This is 
the 1st in my list of mortality. 
(June 3, 1873) 

June 3d. Nothing unusual untill supper when the news of 
the Capture of Capt Jack the last of the Modoest After 
discussing that news and my supper I while picking my teeth 
was ‘‘called’’ to go out in the country about a mile & back 
to the extent of a V in hand on a ‘‘National’’ Case Bessie 

5. Coneussion of the brain integuments 
badly contused & swollen Ordered cold water & vinniger & 
gave 1-8 gr. Morphia Sulph. Hypodermically prescribed 
Enema Soap & water with salts & light diet. 

(June 7, 1873) 

Heard no more from the case June 3th. Mrs. Henley Sol. 
dier’s wife ad. 23 Mother of one child. 2nd. preg. ad. 5 mo. 
Continual amorexia pains in lumbar region extending to ab- 
domen. Pulse frequent soft rather full 120 pr. m_ tongue 
normal pupils dilated Has been thus 4 days generally cool 
in morning fever exacerbatis in after noon. Ordered ice to 
eat also gr. Opie y 1-j every hour. Five hours afterward 
patient much better fever less anorexia gone desires food. 
Ordered .. . . only every three hours. 2 gr. Quinine pills 


every hour as soon as fever disappears with ... . given 


every hour on reappearance of fever. 
(June 8, 1873) 
June 8th Patient well 
(June 12, 1873) 
June 12th Gunshot prisoner excapes. June 12th. receive 


News of Indian hostilities, from whatever quarter, always aroused 
keen interest at a frontier post. Jack’s real name was Kientpoos. 
His arrest was ordered by General Canby after he had refused to 
ratify a treaty giving up certain Indian lands, and had assumed 
a hostile attitude. Before his capture was effected he was impli- 
cated in the murder of a peace commission. For this and other 
things, Jack and his chiefs were convicted and hanged October 3, 
1873. A full account of this affair is found in Cyrus Townsend 
Brady Northwestern Fights and Fighters (1907). 
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orders to report at MePherson® for duty on Niobrara Expe- 
dition. What the duce is that Nearly out of money. Mrs. 
Foster whom I have examined critically and attended pa- 
tiently made me a present of two dollars. I report tomor- 
row. Must get transportation and I thus loose about 10 
dollars 
(June 13, 1873) 
June 13the Stewart Hamburg tells me I will only be gone 
thirty days and will then go to Medicine bow W. T. for the 
summer. Stewart Mead goes with me to North Platte. Telle- 
graph to Ft. McPherson to Maj Duboise to Send transporta- 
tion for me 
(June 14, 15, 18, 1873) 

June 14th. Mr. O’Neil Tailor at Omaha got an express at 
MePherson Station to go to Barrack asked me to go with 
him met my teams on way Got to Barrack reported to 
Maj Dubois* met Lieut Bush Thompson also Capt Anson 
Mills & Cady of M Ed (Med.) Cav. He commands Expedi- 
tion I am turned over to him and proceed with him and 
Dr. J. B. W Gardiner to North Platte. For the 1st time I 
am out of sight of plowed Ground. June 15th slept in a 
chair at hotell in a chair. Sold some drugs and dental instru- 
ments got 12 dollars let me out 18th 1425-100 miles on 


my way I have crossed the P. river for the 5th time. 
(June 19, 1873) 
19th left Myers lake reached Birdwood fork at 14 ten miles 
reached forks of North branch of Birdwood at 2 o’clock 
241-2 miles today Saw a large no of antelope also red 


5 Fort Mc Pherson was established September 27, 1863, near Cotton- 

wood Springs in what is now Lincoln County. It was situated 
about six miles from the present town of Maxwell on the south 
side of the Platte. The first name given the post was Cantonment 
Fort Mc Kean. Early in 1864 this name was changed to Post 
of Cottonwood, and again to Fort Cottonwood. In 1866 the name 
Fort Mc Pherson was given it. As a military post it was aband- 
oned in 1880. Sheldon, Op. Cit., 507. 
Probably John Van Deusen Du Bois who was made a Captain in 
the Third Cavalry early in 1863, and attained the rank of Major 
in May 1869. He retired from the service in May, 1876. F. B. 
Heitzman, Historical Register of the United States Army from its 
Organization Sept. 29, 1789, to Sept. 29, 1889, p. 241. 
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deer(?) Clifford’ the guide shot an antelope we had ante- 
lope stake tonight Lots of good water here also beaver and 
dams. Some of Lt. King’s men killed an Elk this evening. 
Prof. Marsh* was much annoyed at the idea of any one else 
enjoying any of the pleasures but him self. He fired several 
times and missed. Also had a mule following him all the 
morning. Heard him advising the ‘‘Col’’ this evening not 
to let any one go out of sight of the column. A very much 
dilapidated and decayed skull was found evening in a ravine 
near here. Steel the man who stole the hospital whiskey 
got sick. this evening Hands distorted complained of numb- 
ness & prickling sensations in them and face pupil contract- 
ed tongue white black in middle. pulse frequent & weak 
Heart palpitating wildly extremities cold bathed in perspira- 
tion. Breathing gasping and difficult. Has been subject to 
Asthma lately had diarrhae with some vomiting. Gave 

cold water to head. Eyes were blood 
shot... . ‘‘Felt weak’’ (seemed to want more whiskey) Sent 
him back to tent without any. 

(June 20, 21, 1873) 
June 20. Made Cotton wood Marsh at 11 o’clock. 9 miles 
reached Sandy beach lake an alkaline also fresh water lakes 
extending through a fine valley. 1185-100 miles farther 
Passed through extensive valley with good grass. But all is 
sand in this part of the country. 21st. Made 1677-100 
miles today crossing several valleys some of which were 
swampy, all of them full of lakes. Also some bad sand hills. 
Water rain discolored by organic matter. Saw several Ante- 
lope Got none. Earth dark sandy alkalin Grass luxuriant 
Hills fine sand. Teams had to pull through bad swamp 
Grass 3 ft. high bottom too deep to reach wheels down to 


axel. nothing the government mules to pull. Mosquitoes 


enormous in size and beyond computation or belief in num- 
bers, covering horse & man half inch deep all over. 


7 Henry Clifford was a most handsome man. He was married to 
the daughter of Chief Red Cloud. The Chief became a most de- 
voted friend of Professor Marsh who gave a great reception for 
the Chief when he visited Professor Marsh at New Haven. 
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Professor Othniel Charles Marsh the noted paleontologist was in 
charge of this expedition to which the troops, including Dr. Mag- 
hee, were assigned as escort for protection against the Indians. 
Professor Marsh's first expedition into Nebraska was a part of his 
more extensive expedition to Nebraska, Kansas and Wyoming in 
1870. This expedition continued to exploit the rich fossil beds 
of the Loup and Niobrara valleys. Professor Marsh was the 
nephew of George Peabody, the eminent’ banker and 
philanthropist, who bestowed upon his nephew $100,000 
at the age of 14 years. On this endowed independence Professor 
Marsh projected and carried through his remarkable scientific 
work. He received an additional gift from the Peabody estate 
with which to establish Peabody museum of Yale University. 


Professor Marsh was largely instrumental in establishment of 
the study of vertebrate paleontology in America. After three years 
of graduate study in Germany he returned to Yale to occupy the 
first chair of paleontology to be established in the United States. 
His exploring expeditions yielded such a wealth of fossil remains 
in our western states that European scientists denied the validity 
of his reports and records. He rapidly accumulated the greatest 
fossil collection in the world. 


His expeditions into Cherry county resulted in the discovery 
of the bones of the earliest ancestors of the horse, the first 
monkeys, bats and marsupials, as well as a new family of ungulates 
and a new group of great horned dinosaurs. 


Professor Marsh was a most impressive personality. He was 
a commanding presence in any company—‘“one man in 100,000”. 
He was vigorous, determined and forceful. His addresses both to 
students and public audiences were exceedingly popular and well 
received. He was exceedingly popular with the Indians, who called 
him “The heap whoa man” because of the professor’s habit of 
constantly talking to his horse. Prof. Marsh seems to have been 
nervous when mounted upon a western horse. Professor Marsh 
was very active in exposing the abuses of Indian agents and this 
was no small factor in producing the popularity of “the big bone 


chief.” 


Nebraska has especially profited by the work of Professor 
Marsh. Charles W. Morrill was associated with him as was also 
Prof. E. H. Barbour who was assistant United States Paleontol- 
ogist while Professor Marsh headed that work. The expedition 
of 1873 opened Nebraska’s rich fossil remains to exploitation by 
the scientific world. The editor is indebted to Prof. Barbour for 
all of this data except the naming of the groups of fossils found 
in Nebraska (J. L. S.) 
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(June 22, 1873) 
June 22nd. Marched 24 miles in nine hours. Two mules 
died One lock jaw’ one over heat Grain gave out last 
night. No one killed any game. Hank Clifford & other 
guide fired at 3 elk, large bucks at about 40 yards and missed. 
[ would Lay a small wager that Dr. Hooker & Jno Rankin 
can beat the state of Nebraska shooting I shall not be 
ashamed of my shooting after this. Arrived and camped at 
Upton Lake a large deep lake edged by tool and specked with 
40 or 60 islands containing swan ducks & Mosquitoes. We 
all fired a volley at the swan 300 yds. Stampeded the stock 
all recovered however The Mosquitoes Came up in a swarm 
after a thunder storm at 6 P. M. took possession of the 
camp shut tent & killed them out none in now. Storming 
again hope it wont turn tent over 

(June 23, 1873) 
23 June Crossed the midle fork of Loup 3 miles from Lake 
Upton reached the main Loup at 1014-100 miles Found 
buffaloe head on knoll by (?) camp of 5th last year also 
reached spring. Nothing new. Will go for Raymond lake 
& grove tomorrow. 

(June 24, 1873) 
June 24th. My goodness what a terrible storm is now in 
progress. Lake R is lashed into a white capped fury. Peal 
on peal of thunder now hoarsely growling in the distance 


now startling deafening appalling, it shakes the earth. While 
the forked lightning rends the skies lights them with a lurid 
glare or in one terriffic sheet of flame threatens to sweep the 


heavens away. Now it luls, all is quiet as the chamber of 
death. The storm breaks upon us with renewed fury. Rain 
in torrents. The Wind is a perfect tornado. Every moment 
we look for the tents to go through doubly secured with 
lariats. Hail replaces the rain. With Superhuman efforts 
alone is the stock prevented from stampeeding. The storm 
as do all storms passes away growling muttering in spent 
wrath. See the wild swan cruising about trying to reorganize 
their homes. The tent pins are refastened the boys shake 
themselves and reconstruct, preparing for a return. Killed 
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3 deer today Lt. King Co M 2. We reach the Niobrara 
tomorrow with no miss hap. We are careful as we do not 
know but we are in a country full of hostile indians. All 
quiet on Lake Raymond. This is a large lake about 1200 
yds wide and perhaps three miles long. Water tolerable 
good Contains a sort of Salamander or water lizard. I 
hope I will have a chance to shoot an antelope or deer or 
something of that sort. I am most miserably mounted if I 
move out of a walk Capt Mills reminds me that the horse 
will not hold out I wish the horse was better as I must 
forego all the pleasures of the trip 
(June 25, 26, 27, 1873) 

June 25th. Crossed Burns & Cliffords fork of Loup. The 
former at the point where Leut. Wheeler & Curtis crossed in 
55-65 the last time with 13 in gun. Made 16 86-100 miles 
Crossed Snake river & camped Sandhills most of the way 
Found S. river about 150 yds wide plenty of water good & 
clear. The river though full of toole was firm and sandy at bot- 
tom. Good grass. Large timber (the size of gooseberry bushes). 
Will reach Niobrara at Antelope Creek tomorrow. We keep 
our eyes skinned for indians Should we have an indian 
fight may the God of my heretofore kind destiny assist me 
to achieve a commission How I would love to see my dear 
wife and babies. God guard protect & spare them to me. 
June 26th. Marched over a magnificent rolling country 
1416-100 miles and reached the Niobrara a mile 1-2 below 
mouth of Antelope Creek to which the Prof. Capt M & several 
of the students 20 men escort went this afternoon The bed 
of Niobrara must be at least 500 ft. lower than our camp last 
night Some of the boys went through the Lieut & students 
whiskey Tried to catch them with Tartar Emetice but no go 
My hostler Bugler England of M Co. quit this evening. Got 
another. There have been some nice bones found. Camel 
turtle &. Had a fine bath in the Niobrara this evening. 
Clear just right for temperature Sand bottom. Lieut killed 
an antelope today we saw 12 today. We are going bear 
hunting tomorrow It is only thirty miles from here to the 
Sioux agency. Can see it off at the N. W. The Sand hills 
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end here and the clay bluffs commence on the other side of 
the river. Can see them for miles. June 27th. Remained 
in camp all day. Prof. and crew hunt bones dine at three 
tell jokes On many of streams crossing road to Salt Lake 
City squatters erect bridges and collect toll A noted eol. 
wanted to cross toll free on account of having no charter at 
bridge. He got 6 teams safely across and then said well 
here about this toll show me your charter O’yess, certainly, 
Squatter dodged into hut reappeared with a double barrelled 
shot gun to shoulder both sides cocked. Here’s my charter 
Lay down 1.00 per wagon 
(June 28, 29, 30; July 1, 1873) 

June 28th. Moved 111-2 miles down the river. Camped at 
a most lovely place the river flows at the foot of a precip- 
itous rocky bluff specked here and there with cedar trees of 
great size. the river winds in this manner 

one side being lower always and fringed with trees 100 ft. 
high or more Found some fosils for the professor today 
The grand Sioux council comes off tomorrow about the U. P. 
& N. P. R. Rs. Should they disagree we will have to watch 
our hair. I see an Indian ‘‘wicky’’ over the river June 
29th—3rd camp on Niobrara 8 miles South East. Had a 
good day of it today. Some of the men got game—had mule 
deer for dinner The river is deeper current more rapid here. 
Swam in it tonight. Saw many Elk antelope & deer another 
‘“‘wicky up’’. Thera are many near here. I with Col. A. 
Mills Lieut A. D. King corraled some bones today I got a 
camel jaw also a lower jaw of a diminutive mare. besides 
many teeth toes Ect. Elk ran right through camp. This 
stream will furnish water power for many mills at no very 
distant day The sceenery here is splendid valley fertile level 
& well drained & watered large pine trees on canons wild 
‘aspberries & service berries here. June 30th. The men 
were mustered for pay today. I went with Prof. Marsh bone 
hunting. We moved 7 miles today. During the day we 
found and named Fossil Spring. it springs out of solid rock 
in a high bluff North bank of river about 19 miles below 
mouth of Antelope Creek. Stream 4 ft. wide 6 in. deep 
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clear cold. A beautiful bottom of about 600 acres high rich 
protected from wind by hills warm Ellegant. Our whole 
rout lay through a rich level beautiful valley about three or 
four miles wide. July Ist. Marched 13 miles today sand 
hills valley grass short comon with two large springs. 
Mirrage Mistook the command for a grove of pines 30 ft. 
high at 2 miles off. Indian sign fresh plenty Guide on 
alert. Guards double. Move in the morning again. Blowing 
colder. Wild peas & antelope for dinner. 
(July 2, 1873) 
July 2nd. Wandered around a large canon then crossed 
Niobrara into Dacotah where we are now camped 25 73-100 
miles from our old camp 4 miles from Rapid river. I saw 
such a number of fine flowers cactus &e. Have a heavy 
thunder storm without rain tonight. 
(July 3, 4, 1873) 

July 3d. I am thoroughly disgested with ‘‘contract doctor’’ 
| shall either hold a regular commission within two years or 
return to civil life. In the service and out of it rank as Ist 
Lieut. and rank nothing. We marched 14 73-100 miles today 
camped 3 miles below mouth of snake river Can cross Nio- 
brara here if we wish Leave for rapid (or Minichaduza) 
creek tomorrow. Considerable timber between this & snake 
river. The men caught some fish & a beaver kitten this af- 
ternoon the thermometer stood 116 in the shade at two 
o'clock. July 4th. Well when I remember last 4th and 
realize what my present situation is I exclaim ** What hath 
God Wrought’’ Beleiving as I do that there is no luck but 
pluck and good management I ascribe to the Infinite the 
praise realizing that only the energy with which he endowed 
me has enabled me to achieve my present success. We com- 
munieate with the 2nd. Cavelry tomorrow having marched 
nearly twelve miles today and camped in the forks of the 
rapid ereek & Niobrara. We are 2700 ft. above the level of 
the sea at Antelope creek we were 4200. This is a magniffi- 
cent Camp and the Rapid Creek is a swift clear stream about 
ten ft. wide 1 ft. deep. Wooded at its mouth. There is 
about 5 miles by three between the two rivers flat and pretty 
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over the N. there is a beautiful grove, plenty of timber a 
nice place for a ranch. Capt. Grebs Lieut. Colae (?) & 60 
men are camped 2 1-2 miles below here. Genl. Ord will come 
in tomorrow with 60 men We will have a grand time. 

(July 5, 6, 7, 1873) 
July 5th. Hear tonight for the lst time the hideous wild 
ery of the Cayote mingling with sweet music of the violin 
July. 6th. Storm tonight Move 5 miles tomorrow. July 
7th The bone hunting is done we are five miles toward 
N. P. 6 P. M. Ye Gods what a storm Wind like light- 
ning tornado rain in torrents lightning in sheets. thunder 
that shakes the earth hail stones three inches long in one 
continuous storm like bullets from a gattling battery. Tents 
all down bedding seattered to the extent of vision Horses 
& mules stampeeded Officers issuing orders or crouching 
under wagons Men cursing running all confusion. I’m 
out of breath. 8 P. M. All quiet tents up bedding wet. 
Stock all back but 4 horses I Company. 

(July 8, 10, 11, 1873) 
July 8th. Marehed 2727-100 miles today a little East of 
South all but two miles of which was through a most ellegant 
scope of country. A well watered (lake & pond) valley about 
4 miles wide between ridges of sand hills. The valley is of 
surpassing beauty and fertility. We are still in it between 
the head of the long Pine and Kaskopa (Goose Creek). We 
expect to reach the North fork of Loupe tomorrow. Recov- 
ered all the horses this morning. Prescribed for W. H. 
Beecher’s son today. Saw evidence on the road of a most 
terrific hail storm. In fact we only got the edge of the storm 
in camp. This side for six miles it continually increased in 
violence till the grass & bushes were litterally swept from the 
face of the earth The earth was pitted & pelted every where 
& at ten o’clock A. M. we found heaps of hail stones still some 
three inches in diameter sixteen hours after the storm. It 
rained today. We saw numerous deer. Beecher hit one but 
did not get it. July 10th Mareched 19 2-3 miles today passed 
Kaskopah several lakes on the way crossed the north fork 
of Loup. Camped, Regular thunder shower —Three tcams 
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got stuck on the Koskopah (Goose Creek) had to unload 
Loup has quick sand Good country. Got some lillies. July 
11 Marched 211-4 miles reached main Loup. Narrow 
many islands. Banks firm not much quick sand Island 
where we crossed river each side about 50 or 60 ft. wide 
two or two 1-2 deep current swift. Some fish caught here. 
Saw a number of Elk Deer Antelope. Lieut King got an 
antelope. Some of I Co. got three Elk out of a herd of forty. 
Just below our camp on N. F. we were stopped by Quick 
sand creek had to head it Either Commanche or Curtis 
trail all the way over. There is a bad show ahead they say. 
Sand hills I had a man by Name of Me Cullough who got a 
fly in and out of his ear last night Complained of a buzzing 
aching in his ear Examination showed live larvae in middle 
ear. I removed 72. with grooved disector. (The only instru- 
ment I had that could be used) as scoop then washed the ear 
out with syrenge and warm soap suds. Smelled badly & 
seemed to have been the seat of an absess. The fellow is aboui 
twenty. A ‘‘beat’’ all ways complaining. Just recovered 
from an attack of Intermittant Has complained of dull head 
ache all the while Pupills dilated pulse not just natural 
seemed slightly harder & quicker than ordinary. Camped 
on the Dismal Anything but a dismal looking stream Got 
two Humerus here of ancient Sioux of whom Prof. Marsh 
got the skulls some year ago..... We marched to to South 
Loup and camped on South Side. 271-2 miles Marched into 
N. P. Sunday the 14th 30 miles. Good roads plenty of 
water all the way. Went for Elk at Cody Lake a gang of 
40 old & Young Got 6 dead 2 live Elk Saw same herd 
when we struck South. P. My horse gave out when within 5 
miles of S. Loup © Walked in. Col. M. said I could not get 
in on my horse I slapped my boots and told him they would 
take me in. He sent me a mule. 

I sold some drugs got $12.15 bought me a new hat 
darned my (breeches) seat up had two splits in it. Bid Prof. 
M. Good bye He invited me to come to N. H. Con. and 
see his cabinet. I think I’ll go. Got orders to report for 
duty to Maj. Dudley at Ft. Me Pherson. Reported accord- 
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ingly. Got good Quarters already furnished board with Dr. 
D. F. Powell. 1 like him very much only he teases his wife 
too much Lieuts Bates Smead & Ford were into see me. 
I don’t know why King don’t eall. Dr. Flint often ealls. 
I will attend sick call this morning as Dr. Powell has gone 
to N. P. 
(July 24, 1873) 

July 24th Buffaloe Bill & Texas Jack® have been here and 
are now on a Buffalo hunt on the Republican. Dr. Powell 
is with them I don’t think very much of him Mrs. Smead 
and her son Bates have been very kind to me Shall ever 
remember their kind & generous hospitality. 

Inspectors Col Baker & Capt. Hawley also, Pay Master 
Tyrrell who told me my check was on the way two day ago 
I’ve not reced it yet am alarmed and have written to Pay- 
master Maj Simeon Smith on the subject I am the guest of 
Dr. Flint and Capt. Mincholtz I never was in such a fix 
two hundred & fifty dollars due from U. 8S. only one dollar 
in my pocket. My pollicy due Ellen’ out of money Hash 
ace on bone expedition due commissary account for June 
due. If I ever get money again I'll try to hold on to enough 
so as not to get out. My shirts are about gone pants in 
darns that are apparent boots patched repatched almost 
gone. Absolutely no clothes fit to wear. Genl Reymolds has 
returned with his son a graduate of West Point to be as- 
signed to the 3rd. All of the officers and wives but Mrs. 


9 By 1873 William F, Cody was already a well known western 
figure. In 1868 General Sheridan had made him “Chief of Scouts” 
for the Fifth Cavairy, and the next year Cody was at Fort Mc- 
Pherson where he subsequently (1872) was made justice of the 
peace. Cody also, during this period, ran for the Nebraska Legis- 
lature but was not elected. It was at Me _ Pherson 
that Cody met “Texas” Jack Omohundro. Texas Jack and Buf- 
falo Bill played in Ned Buntline’s Scouts of the Plains in Chicago 
in 1872, and had just returned from a season in New York with 
the same play slightly altered when Dr. Maghee met them. The 
best recent work on Cody is by Richard J. Walsh, in collaboration 
with Milton S. Salsbury, The Making of Buffalo Bill (Indian- 
apolis, 1928). 

Mrs. Thomas G. Maghee, who later joined her husband in Wyom- 
ing. 
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Powell & King (for whom there were invitations also) went 
to call on Genl Reymolds and son Music, Wine & Cake. | 
of course took no wine 

(July 28, 1873) 
July 28th I got a letter from Ellen today She seems con- 
tented but has Neuralgia | have yet no advices about 
my June pay. I shall go to N. P. if its pleasant tomorrow 
to see Col. Mills about it. Buffalo Bill ate dinner with us 
Friday. They are all back from their hunt. I got good and 
bad news both in my letter from home. I’ve become more 
convinced today that all is not gold that glitters at least in 
camp. Ellen says don’t resign hold on till we get something 
ahead Iwill. She will fix to stay there and if I am stationed 
any where I can send for her. Dr. Casselberry died of 
Cholera lately. 

(August 3, 1873) 

Found my June check at N. P. been there 
since the 18th. Paid Hash and Commiss account am square 
with the world again reced a letter from Overlin in regard 
to money for insurance will remit Wednesday 6th if my 
July pay comes in promptly. I shall get E. with me as soon 
as possible but I must be settled first. I am admitted as a 
full member of the mess. I take no part in post quarrels at 
all. 

(August 7, 1873) 
Aug. 7th. I have had a busy week went to see that snake 
bitten knee. Been treating Willy Uhlman. he will (I am 
afraid) be eured with a hemiplegia. I have also laneed two 
mamary abecesses. All here seem to like me very much. I 
am ordered to N. P. for a few days to relieve DR. G who 
wishes to go to Omaha. I sent E. some money ($40.00) yes- 
terday by P. 0.. I reced four papers from Pa. this morning. 
I am rereading Vichow’s Cellular Pathology with considerable 
interest and profit. Dr, Flint I like very much. He is a well 
read modest sort of a gentleman. Ellen is sick discouraged 
and wants me to send for her. At present this is impossible 
but as soon as I am assigned I shall do so. I am as anxious 
as she. This having a family and not having them too, [ 
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don’t believe in. Then I want to be with my family What 
is life without them? ..... I sent Luke ($65.00) sixty five 
dollars with which to pay my insurance pollicy. 

(August 22, 1873) 
Aug 22nd I was ordered to North Platte on the 12th to 
relieve Dr. Gardiner temporarily. I returned on the 18th 
Met Col (Capt) Devan who was convoying eight millions of 
gold to Washington D. C. Also saw Mr. Hawley whom | 
met with Col. Baker. Gardinor says that I will most probably 
be sent to relieve Greenwell in the Fall. I hope so. I shall 
go out with the next expedition to the Republican if nothing 
unfortunate happens. I desire to shoot a buffaloe or two just 
for the satisfaction of saying so. Thermometer stood 
100° at 2 o’clock on the 14th 15th at 71-2 A. M. at 60°. 40° 
variation in 17 1-2 hours. A very regular climate. Operated 
for piles for the first time the 15th ult. 

(August 27, 1873) 
Aug 27th. Time developes many changes. Surgeon Brown 
has advised me in a ‘‘personal’’ that he has recomended (or 
will immediately) me to relieve Dr. Tesson and take charge 
of Camp Brown W. T.!! There I will have a permanant post 
with no scouting to do. I shall not have my Buffalo hunt but 
will possibly be able to get the guide Talladay to lasso a calf 
or two for Uncle Will. I am informed that Camp Brown 
has good quarters and is in a pleasant valley over the Rocky 
mountains ‘‘The Wind River valley’’ I hope to get my 
order tomorrow am exceedingly anxious to go I’ve not been 
exactly well the last few days, have had a dull head-ache for 
several days. Old Man Uhlman made me a present of a fine 
mellon when he came in last Monday. Ellen is about getting 
settled in B. I. Shall let her remain there until I am fixed 
at Camp Brown then should we think best they will come 
to me 
11-30 A. M. Ive re’ced my order and leave at 4 P. M. for 
North Platte. Dr. Flint regrets to have me go so do all the 


officers. I got money for my August papers of Mr. E. Welch 


Sutter made arrangements with Mr. P. about the calves but 


11 Wyoming Territory. 
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did not complete them Arrived at N. P. at 7 Cannot get 
any answer from Kimball R. R. agent about one half fare 
untill morning JHurst tellegraphed to Bryan & finds the 
stage leaves there Mondays Wednesdays & Saturdays. I lay 
over here untill Friday night then get to Bryan Sunday 
Morning. Stay there over night to see how it is. 
(August 30, 31, 1873) 

August 30th. I left N. P. at 1:30 A. M. Rainy. Stewart 
Mead’s wife arrived on the train I left upon. Dr. Gardiner 
had a eall to Willsons at McPherson Station when I left 1 
had two seats so slet comfortably. Nice breakfast at Sidney 
for $1.00 Nice place 

12-45 P. M. In the dim distance I disery the blue peak of 
the famous Rocky Mountains For some time previously we 
have been passing snow fences. We now go through a snow 
shed over a deep cut after which we reach Cheyenne 1-5 
Sherman over eight thousand ft above the sea. Bet. here 
and Cheyenne saw Long’s & Pike’s peak’s covered with snow. 
At 3-48 P. M. we are having rain & snow August 3lst. At 
Saltwell. The country here is terribly barren. During the 
night it has been raining and sleeting ice cicles are on the 
ear roof. Two children and two former school masters keep 
the windows to the great discomfort of the other passengers. 
7-30 A. M. Breakfast at Green River on right hand side of 
track pay one dollar on left schoolmaster only pays 50cts. 
Both good meals An Eastern greenhorn is terribly dissatis- 
fied with this state of affairs. Bemoans the meal very much. 
8-30 Can see the Wasatch Mountains covered or streaked with 
eternal snow. We have passed some fine coal mines. -Every- 
thing seems dead and dreary I have sent Ellen two P. O 


eards on the way. We reach Bryan’ a little after eigh* 


A. M. A squalid looking place indeed. The meanest most 

miserable barroom of a hotell every thing squallor and filth. 

Kept by Mrs. Hogan of Carlisle, Pa old Mrs. Smead’s home. 

12 Bryan was a station on the Union Pacific situated about fifteen 
miles west of Green River. A more common point of departure 
from the Union Pacific to the north during the ’70’s and ’80’s, and 
one that is more frequently mertioned by the diarist, is Point of 
Rocks, about thirty-five m les cast of Green River 





268 NEBRASKA HISTORY MAGAZINE 


Poor woman. Ye Gods what a dinner meat which was fairly 
green with age, mean bread & coffee Mean pie strong butter 
Ellen shall stop in Green River if at all 
Mr. Chas. Carpenter Q. M. agent and stage & express 

Sup. for Sweet Water has treated me very kindly loaning m 
the key to his office while he goes to Green River. I leave 
here in the morning for Stambaugh 

(September 1, 1873) 
Sept Ist. 12 M Sixteen miles on the way .... . Charley 
Brown drives stage good thorough brace. change horses A 
Man wife and three children live here in one end of the stable. 
Dinner very good. Change again 14 miles at Little Sandy. 
One man a paddy in charge. Arrive at Big Sandy! at 4 
O’elock fifty two miles in seven hours The keeper is Me Coy 
with wife and child. A nice place. Good meals beds good 
and clean Cotton wood log house. A few soldiers guard the 
place. Met Dr. Beveis indian inspector who has just returned 
from Shoshone reservation 

(September 2, 187:5! 
Sept 2nd. Left there (Big Sandy) early reach Alkali and 
change Wilson finds his teams and gets off We get to Paci- 
fic Springs I see the Continental devide, Pacifie creek, which 
devides and runs both ways, according to ‘‘Mark Twain’’,'* 
and the famous South Pass of the overland road. I saw at 
Simpson’s hollow the remains of the great commissary train 
of Johnson’s expedition captured and burned by the Mormons 
so long ago!® Tellegraphed to Q. M. at Stambough eight 
miles distant for ambulance & wait at Mrs. Chapins for it | 
met with a suspicious reception at South Pass. Upon getting 
out of the stage a drunken paddy well dressed introduced 


13 A tributary of Green River which heads in the Wind River Moun- 
tains 

14 Roughing It. 

15 She Utah insurrection of 1857 was the result of an attempt on the 
part of President Buchanan to place a non Mormon in the guber- 
natorial chair. Resistance on the part of Brigham Young, and 
support given him by the Mormons led to the sending of Col. 
Albert Sidney Johnson with Federal troops to compel submission. 
The Mormon cavalry destroyed the supply trains and the commis- 
suriat in the fall of 1858. In the spring peace was restored. 
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himself as Mr. Tim Me Carthy and pointing to a low looking 
den said Just come over to my stopping place & you can 
get any thing you want and as there was no place else to 
stop | went expecting he was a pimp probably. But while 
there he announced himself as stage agent and county com- 
missioner which satisfied me that his style was on account of 
election day At Camp Stambaugh'® I found the troups out 
after some indian raiders. The alarm was a hoax got up by 
one Jack Holbrook who had Jim-jams. Cost the Cav. B Co 
of 2nd a fruitless tiresome ride of 136 miles. I was enter- 
tained by Lieut. Bishop of 13th inft. at whose house | met 
Mrs. Gallagher a handsome woman wife of a volunteer Maj 
whom I subsequently met. I was also entertained by Chap- 
lain White with whom I visited the Gulch mines & met Mr. 
Davis an old miner and a former citizen of Mt. Vernon Ills. 
The mining consists in washing the gravel and mud in which 
gold is expected by throwing it into a trough or sluice box 
through which rushes a stream of water. Along the bottom 
of sluice are sets of riffles containing mereury upon which the 
gold gravitates and amalgamates with. Today they washed 


twenty six dollars worth for three.17 Dr. Greenwell went 
with expedition I got his rooms Q. M. says I must wait 
till Thursday I had a quarrel with the bull dog as to who 


16 Fort Stambough was situated midway between Miner’s Delight and 

Atlantic City, two mining towns that emerged during the mining 
boom period. It was named in honor of Lieutenant Charles B. 
Stambaugh, an officer who was killed by the Indians May 4, 1870, 
while defending a freighting party. See Grace Raymond Hebard’s 
new book, /Vashakie, 146. 
The first effective strike in this district had been made in 1867, 
immediately following the Indian hostilities along the Bozeman 
Trail. Gold seems to have been discovered here as early as 1842 
by a Georgian with the American Fur Co. Another strike is re- 
ported to have been made in 1855. It is said that in 1861 there 
were fifty-two men working the district, but they were driven away 
by Indians. South Pass City, Atlantic City, and Miners’ Delight 
were the towns that emerged in this region. By the time Dr. 
Maghee visited the place the boom was over and miners were 
leaving South Pass in large numbers. Before 1870, indeed, the 
empty saloons and dwellings outnumbered all others. See Rossiter 
W. Raymond, “Statistics of Mines and Mining in the States and 
Territories West of the Rocky Mountains”, 41 Cong., 2 Sess 
(1870), House Ex. Doc. No. 207, p. 327 (Serial 1424) and his 
subsequent reports. 
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should oceupy the bed. I met Capt. Me Arthur and Lieut 
Fletcher. 

Stambaugh is a disagreeable place on high ground about 
eight thousand ft Altitude. Nothing can be raised here Las 
four double setts of Officers quarters. and is two co. post 
one Cav. on (e) inft. Co. B. 2nd. Cav Capt Bates Lieuts 
Wheelan & Robison Inft Co K Capt Me Arthur Lieuts 
Bishop—Fletcher. Col. Bracket of 2nd Cav. in Command of 
post just returns on 5th from Court Martial at Ft. Russel. 
Says | cant go till Paymaster returns. Lieut Whelan’s Co 
& Capt. Me Arthurs companies returned the former on 4’ 
latter 3rd. Mad at the humbug Dr Tresson came with Lieut 
Guthrie en Rout to R. R. with families from Shoshone agency. 
Dr. T is thoroughly disgusted & quit on that account. I think 
I shall like it Dr. Greenwell came the 4th He is quite a 
young man and is also disgusted sent in his papers to be 
relieved by 15th inst. I cut a bullet out of a drunken man’s 
knee which was accidentally lodged there by his own pistol. 
His name is Jon. Hartley lives at Miner’s Delight promises 
to pay I got the bullet. 

(September 7, 1873) 
Sept 7th Will leave here tomorrow with Co. B. 2nd Cav. 
who have orders to camp on Little Popogia twenty miles 
toward Camp Brown. From there I will be sent by wagon. 

(September 8, 1873) 
Sept 8th Left early proceed eight miles break down 
ambulance. Two hundred yards farther we upset a wagon 
and in less than one hundred more break down the hind 
wheel on right side and camp for night All this at old 
Camp Parmer just at Cotton wood hill. 

(September 9, 1873) 
Sept. 9th Reach Murphy’s He is an old burly good hearted 
shiftless broken down old Californian of forty nine lives 
in a cabin and fights indians all by him self 

(September 10, 1873) 
Sept 10th I left early and at Old Camp Brown 16 miles 
on Big Popogia saw the house in which Mrs. 8. S. Richards 
& Mrs. Hall were murdered and out raged by the Sioux 
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indians some three weeks ago. The biood was all over the 
floor. I got a butcher knife used by the savages in the 
outrage still covered with blood. Arrived at Shoshone agency 
at 1-30 P. M. and at Camp Brown!’ at 2-10. Found Lieut 
Griffith a fishing. He returns at four. His Fifer has desert- 
ed this afternoon. We have good quarters here Adobe 
houses nicely finished but not plastered over head good hos- 
pital with supply of new goods on hand. I will go throug . 
tomorrow. Am in mess with Lieut Griffith Jake More Mr. 
Blinn Clk, Live nicely. I find the climate much more 
pleasant here than at Stambough, have nice vegetables raised 
here, fine fish no rain, plenty of water from Little Wind 
River South Fork. I Bathe in hot sulphur spring two miles 
N. E. too hot to be comfortable. 
(September 11, 1873) 
Sept. 11th. 73 Have trout for breakfast, the first I ever 
tasted. We look for Yellowstone expedition in by the 13th. 
We only have mail every five days here in Summer and onee 
a week in Winter. 
(September 12, 1873) 

Sept. 12th. 1873 Find all Hospital property all right — re- 
ceipt for same Open new goods all right but damage from 
water & breakage. Lieut Hall of Yellowstone Expedition 
under Capt. Jones. came in today Mail carrier informs us 
that we will have Lieut Whelan’s company down here to- 
morrow—to be stationed to build quarters and stables 


18 Camp Brown was established June 28, 1869, as a sub-post to Fort 
Bridger. The buildings were erected under the direction of Major 
Brisbin of the Second Cavalry. It was originally called Camp 
Augur and was situated on the Popo Agie at the present site of 
Lander. The rlame was changed to Camp Brown March 28, 1870, 
in honor of Captain Brown of the Eighteenth Infantry, who was 
killed in the massacre of Fort Phil Kearney in 1866. In June, 
1871 the post was transferred about fifteen miles farther north, and 
in January, 1879 the name was changed to Washakie in honor of 
the friendly Shoshone Chief. The MS Post Record from which 
this data was obtained, was, until recently in the possession of 
Mr. J. K. Moore, Washakie. Wyoming, whose father was th: 
early post trader. Miss Grace Raymond Heband, in a letter (dated 
Nov. 14, 1929) informs the editor that she has acquired possession 
of it. It is a well written MS of 352 pages, and covers the period 

from the establishment of the post until June, 1887. 
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(September 13, 1873) 
Sept. 13th. 73 Co. B. Came in about 3 o’Clock. to remain 
but with no orders to build yet. I hope they will replace A 
Co inft. as | would have ellegant quarters in that case. 

(September 14, 1873) 
Sept. 14th. 1873 Capt Jones’ expedition!’ came in today all 
right I met Dr. Heizman and shall entertain him while here 
They all look rough but have been very successful. Finding 
a good straigt road to Yellowstone Lake 163 miles long. 
Describe the region as perfectly wonderful but had several 
nights in Aug. with thermometer 10° below freezing point and 
the air full of sulphurous vapor. They have many beautiful 
specimans of Amethyst. and other minerals. 

(September 15, 1873) 
Sept. 15th 1873. Lieut. Guthrie returned with his family for 
whom he went to Point of rocks. Also Maj. Noyes who be- 
longes to Yellowstone Expedition but had to leave at Ft. Ellis 
on account of piles. Lieut Guthrie brings orders and money 
to put up Barracks and Stables for another comp of Cavalry. 

(September 16, 1873) 
Sept. 16th. 1873. The work commences cheerily. Maj. 
Noyes goes back tomorrow. And on Wednesday the rest. I 
hear Dr. Greenwell did not get his Contract annulled and 
intends to apply to relieve me here or exchange with me. I 
don’t wish to do so. 

(September 18, 1873) 
Sept. 18th ‘73 The party left today. I proceed to settle 
down 

(September 19, 1873) 


Sept 19th 1873. Paymaster Dewey was here yesterday with 
Mr. Colman clerk and Q. M. Bishop of Stambough. I got 
71.70 cents mileage 

(September 25, 1873) 
Sept 25th. Today has been a memorable one. It opened 
fairly, the haze of that delightful season Indian Summer, 


19 Cf. William A. Jones (Captain of Engineers U. S. A.) “Report 
upon the Recannaissance of Northwestern Wyoming Made in the 
Summer of 1873”. 43 Cong., 1 Sess. (1873-1874), House Ex. Doc. 
No. 285 (Serial 1615). Also Fort Washakie Post Record, p. 30. 














settled like a mantel of peace on mountain peak and valley, 
the sun rose in crimson grandure, everything seemed to prom- 
1 must record the fact our hopes 
O’clock the 


ise us a glorious day. 
were doomed to disappointment. 
gentle breeze of the early morning increased to an unpleas- 
antly strong wind and it had been noticed that there was a 
great roaring in the mountains and by eleven we had a South 
East tornado of sand & gravel propelled with such force as 
This continued until sundown 


to sting severely. 
temperature reduced to blood 


to the spring had a fine bath 
heat by the wind. 
West of South of here 
of chemistry by stating that Gypsum was carbonate of lime 
in place of SO* CO. 
(September 28, 1873) 

Night before last a Shoshone squaw brought 
down her daughter a girl of fifteen and wanted to trade her 
Lieut. Robinson could not see it 
I am in high hopes that the present doctor 
at the indian agency will leave and I get a chance there. | 
want to bring Ellen out and will do so unless we have a field 
officer sent here in which case I can’t get quarters, 


Sept 28th. 


off for a horse. 
was quite cool 


Sept. 30th. 


living here is cheap 


get even with him. 
Cook & co Henry Cleves and numbers of others 
with the Northern Paciffie all bursted. 


Oct 10th. 


and the highest peaks West & South of us are white. 
fires which have been raging in the mountains 8. W. of us 
We set a trap to catch a magpie of 


seem to have died out. 
They are birds with bodies 


which there are a plenty here 
the size of a meadow larks, but they have long tails and their 
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We went 


Returning we saw the mountains afire 
I displayed my wonderful knowledge 


Yesterday 


(September 30, 1873) 


The month is gone I sent my months pay home 


(October 3, 1873) 
Oct. 3d Lieut J. B. Guthrie slighted me today 
The news of the great failure of Jay 
Together 


I'll try and 


Snow has been falling around us for several days 
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plumage is a glossy greenish black with white on wings and 


sides. They are carrion birds some times lighting on the 
sore backs of horses or cattle and picking the raw flesh from 
the sores. An indian died. at the agency of injuries reced 
while at the R. R. I wish that fellow Stephenson would go 
back to his rightful employment and let me get that position. 
Friend E. Blinn Clerk in Jake Moore’s Store means to leave 
next week. I’m sorry he is a man after my own heart. 
Lieut Wheelan has by my advice quit coffee tobacco and 
liquors And Griffith seems to have sworn off for some reason 
or other I am much in hopes that I will be able to have my 
dear wife & babies with me this winter. 

(October 11, 1873) 
Oct 11th. Today is the great day of Annuities with the 
Shoshones. With Lieuts Robinson Wheelan & Griffith I rode 
over to the agency to witness the affair. The indians snakes 
& bannocks to the number of eleven hundred are formed in a 
circle or rather a hollow square, the braves all together the 
squaws & tibiwitziwitzes in another part of the square. Here 
I see Dr Irwin a really good old man except for his nepotism, 
the living lie Stephenson keeps at a respectable distance. 
Here are blankets green black 111 & 1111 pt. white, blu 
flannel & drilling bed ticking knives scissors stockings panta- 
loons coats hats red shirts balmoral hose shawls &. Which 
form but a portion of the annuities. The hats coats pants 
stockings Ect. are soon gambled off and destroyed or sold to 
‘anchers. The indians are well mounted all fat and seem 
to be well pleased with matters. The only regret seems to 
be that they are not permitted to scalp the white men & rape 
and murder white women. The agent here has ten thousand 
dollars more to spent on them, five if which will go to build 
houses the rest to buy milk cows. 

(October 16, 1873) 
Oct 16th B Co. went to the kitchen of the new quarters which 
are unfinished, today The snow continued all night and part 
of the next day falling ten inches deep. I mean to send for 
Ellen and children as Lieut W. is going into a framed tent. 
Many of B Co. are sick from exposure in tents to the weather. 
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(October 19, 1873) 
Oct 19th. There was an appropriation made of $1400. to put 
up quarters stables & barracks for Co B and ordered expended 
which has been nearly done the quarters are partially finish- 
ed but now we have a communication from Genl. Perry that 
only five hundred can be expended and any excess will be 
charged to the officer who expended it. As nearly the whole 
amnt has been expended this would leave A. Q. M. J. B. 
Guthrie 1st Lieut A. Co 13th in a bad fix were it not for the 
former order. The work necessarily stops leaving the stables 
partly finished the barracks unroofed and Officers quarters 
not commenced I can’t send for Ellen now. The indians 
left here yesterday for a hunt as Wash-a-kie said four maybe 
five moons long. 

I reced a letter from Ellen she has not heard from me 
for two weeks and is alarmed. The fault of the mail. 1 have 
not reced one untill this of the 6th since the 26th, 

(October 21, 1873) 
Oct. 21st. Lieuts Robinson & Griffith with myself went duck 
hunting yesterday rode down the creek two miles or more 
...-l got two ducks...... A sergeant brought three recruits 
to A Co. 13th and a deserter. Walked from Old Cp. Brn. 
in the snow this morning O. S. Barrett B 2nd. returned 
from Bridger today. Capt. MeArthur has been relieved at 
Stambough by B of 4th Inft. Col Bracket goes to Omaha 
on court martial from there three months leave Rumor 
sends Ferris B Co of 8th here to relieve A co. 13th. 
(October 27, 1873) 

Oct 27th Lieut Griffith and myself went duck hunting again 
Thursday Got seven shot 18.......... Snowed all day Sat- 
urday evening with the thermometer ten degrees below 
zero. we went swiming in the hot spring temperature 
106°. Ice formed in our hair very fast while swiming. | 
broke the clinical thermometer while down there. The mail 
was delayed by storm between South pass Q Stambaugh & 
is one day late here coming in today. I reced ‘‘Snarleyow’’ 
Maj Baker is to be stationed at this post vice Bracket removed 
from Stambaugh Lieut Young will be here in a few days 
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wrote Ellen not to expect to come out this winter We 
now have twenty four hundred dollars to build this post My 
last letter from Ellen informed me that the children all have 
the whooping cough. This is almost terrible affliction as we 
are so far apart I am thinking of getting Joe a place at 
Moore’s I have an excrutiating pleuritice pain in my left 


(November 4, 1873) 
Nov 4th. Major E. M. Baker*® 2nd Cav. arrived Saturday 
Ist inft. Lieut Young preceeding him two days He (Baker) 
Robinson Griffith were all very happy the next day. Lieut. 
W says that such things now to him gives men the appearance 
of being idiots There was a grand change of quarters in 
which regardless of my contract with the U. S. Surg Genl I 
was not allowed Ist Lieut’s. quarters and for that and some 
other reasons I chose to oceupy a framed tent whieh I find 
quite nice thus far. My wife will not come out this winter. 

(November 8, 1873) 
Nov. 8th. Maj. J. O. Dewey arrived and paid off today | 
suppose he will come no more untill spring. I took mine in 
two checks on N. Y. payable to Ellen........ Maj Baker 
drinks yet. Lieut Wheelan will have to go on leave should 
he not recover from these attacks of vertigo. He is one of 
my warm friends. All the officers except Lieuts R. & G. 
went into the spring. Maj. Bracton Capt. A. CO. 8th Inf. 
eame with Maj Dewey from Stambough. 

(November 12, 1873) 
Nov. 12th. Temp. 10° 7 A. M. I am much afraid I will 
have to go into the house as I was uncomfortably cold last 
night. I have got a great disgust on wish I was back in 
Hoosier again with my wife and babies...... I was up in the 
mountains or rather the foot hills today with Lieut. Griffith 
13th. Saw the indian writing on the rocks—a soft red sand 
stone—also found the cold sulphur spring................ 


20 Eugene Mortimer Baker was a native of New York state, and had 
won distinction as an officer during the Civil War, attaining the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel of Volunteers. Heitzman, Op. Cit., 102. 
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(November 14, 1873) 
Nov. 14th. We have the most dellicate sunsets I ever saw. 
As soon as the sun is hidden behind the mountains the most 
exquisite series of colors begin to follow each other in the 
East, rising from the horison in great waves pursuing each 
other to the zenith gradually fading away and growing into 
each other. So bright and yet so soft you think of the smiles 
of the redeemed. The sunrise I have witnessed is equalled 
by nothing I have seen in any other place. So gorgeous so 
indescribably regal and grand. The clouds seem first soaked 
in blood then dyed with brightest carmine then tipped fes- 
tooned with crimson and gold the ground work varieing from 
a mauve to purple, this all continues to grow brighter and 
more bright until blood red clouds seem fringed with golden 
fleece and lined with burnished silver. During this time the 
sky where not hidden by clouds is covered or filled with broad 
bands of various colored light not so brilliant but indeserib- 
ably soft and rich radiating from the approaching sun like 
an immense fan, or as it were spreading his path with a halo 
of glory Then when the sun has leaped the mountains in 
the East, the tips of the western range snow covered, gleam 
and scintilate in the effulgence of light untill one may well 
imagine the sheen of the white wings of angels who have been 
hovering around through the weary watches of the night and 
are soaring heavenward. Truly God is good. As I sit here 
the rush of waters from the mountains as they hurry on to 
the sea never pausing fills my ears, while a way down the 
valley is seen a dense white cloud of steam coming from that 
wonder of nature our hot spring or lake. 

(November 17, 1873) 
Monday Nov. 17th. Temp 38. 7 A. M. The temperature 
has fallen considerably in the last few hours. This habit 
officers have of drinking hospital liquors is the most trying 
thing I have to meet We went out and found our bait re- 
moved therefor we took in our traps It snows 

(November 22, 1873) 
Saturday 22 7 P.M. Temp. +16 My life is made miser- 
able by this infernal habit of guzzling. There are no kind 
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of liquors any where except in the hospital and I am worried 
to death by them for just two ounces. Bidel was bitten in 
the face today by a dog I put a wire suture in the wound. 
Noble the contractor was here today...... They are roofing 
the quarters with shingles. 

(November 23, 1873) 
Sunday Nov. 23d. Temp +15 7 P.M. I got a letter from 
Ellen She is at Glasgow Ky or rather was having a most 
magnifficent time. We have news of the capture of the Vir- 
ginius and execution of 145 of her crew and passengers and 
officers. There is great excitement and talk of war on that 
account but I am afraid it will all result in rothing but 
bombast. If it is war I say hurrah for a commission in the 
regular corps or a grave in Cuba. 

(November 24, 1873) 
Monday Nov 24th. 7 A. M. Temp 40° The foundations 
for new officers building are being laid today Jaky Moore 
went up to the Little Popoagia to meet his teams. The 
whiskey and chewing tobacco is out, but I see I shall have 
to reprimind my steward for being full of J. B. tonight. I 
am terribly lonesome tonight did I drink a drop I would 
be down tonight sure. I am most a mind to try Stephenson 
and see if I can not make an arrangement with him by which 
I would get to be agency surgeon and make some extra out 
are The newspapers state there is a tremendous ex- 
citement over the ‘‘Cuban’’ massacre. Hurrah for war.... 

(November 27, 1873) 
Thursday Nov. 27th. Temp 19° Clear We had a snow 
storm yesterday Night before last we had a fearful gale at 
a velocity of at least fifty miles an hour. It began at dusk 
(5 P. M.) and lasted untill three or four in the morning. |! 
was compelled to send my lamp and other fragile articles into 
the Hospital for safety and to extinguish my fire. My library 
was distributed over the floor and a cup of water dashed all 
over the tent by the end of the stove pipe being pulled off 
the stove neck and kan-kaning around the room. 

As I lay in the bed I mentally anathemetized every 

ranking officer who ever put an Act Asst. to inconvenience 
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and promising to try and get my side of the house at 
Guthrie’s The next morning gave new evidence that a con- 
tract doctor has no rights which a commissioned officer is 
bound to respect. I requested that I be allowed to occupy 
the side of the house and that G’s negro be moved out of 
the back room. Major Baker gave a peremptory order to 
that effect to Mr. G’s great displeasure. He found he could 
not get around the ‘‘Col.’’ he had not hesitated to slight 
me after inviting me into his house neither did he now lack 
the cheek to request me in an urgent manner to accomodate 
him with half of my quarters, at the same time saying, ‘‘ You 
don’t need the room, you have no furniture to put in it, as 
for my ‘‘moke’’ if you don’t want to sleep next door to her 
I’ll move my sleeping room & thus obviate that difficulty. 
I told him ‘‘Oh! darn it if you want my quarters take them, 
if you think it will disecommode you to do without them more 
than me.’’ I could see that it was equivalent to a declaration 
of war between he and I to hold onto my rights........ 
The Col is on a grand ‘‘bust’’ once more Robinson touches 
lightly & Griffith not at all. Today is Thanksgiving and to- 
morrow is mail day. 

(December 4, 1873) 
Dee. 4th Thursday Temp7A.M.8 1873 The all absorb- 
ing topic is war with Spain. The news now is that Castellar 
has been deposed and a regency for Don Alphonso established 
Hard times every where but here. The Navy yards are in 
full blast now. Our Minister Sickles was near being mobbed 
in Madrid on making his demands England has or is about 
to demand reparations for the British subjects executed God 
grant that I may have a show at something I shall try hard 
for a commission of it turns out to be war 

(December 6, 1873) 
Dee. 6th Saturday 1873 I have just come from a bath in 
the hot springs. There seems to be a good chance for war 
and as I will have to go any way I shall tender my services 
by next mail to Gov. Thos. A. Hendricks.................. 

(December 7, 1873) 
Dee. 7th Sund. Temp 0 7 A. M. 1873 The war with 
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Spain is over before it began. Surrender the ship salute the 
flag and indemnify the families of the murdered men. But 
how will that protect American seamen from similar barbar- 
ities? Well thank God my. wife will not run that risk of 
losing her husband. 
(December 15, 1873) 

Dee 15th Teus. Temp. 7 A. M.6° 1873 It seems that the 
Cuban question is not yet settled. But we shall know in a 
few days. I would here mention an act of kindness unpre- 
cedented in the annals of our National history And I record 
it because as the blood of revolutionary heroes runs in my 
veins | hold a grudge against England and the English. My 
great grand father Nathaniel Jacobs having been wounded 
in the right knee at the battle of Bennington and his son 
Geo. W. Jacobs carrying a ball in his leg from the battle of 
Lundy’s Lane at which point he performed an act of gallantry 
in seizing a gun and turning it upon the retreating Brittons 
for which he was promoted to 2nd Lieut I therefore regard 
this as an act which should lessen the rancor now national. 
After the exeeution of the 1st of the crew of the Virginius 
Crew our consul Mr. Shmidt tellegraphed to Kingston. ... 
for an American ‘‘Man of war’’ as none was in Port Capt. 
Loraine H M B ship Niobe got up steam and not delaying for 
a portion of her crew on shore slipped her cable and steamed 
to Santiago de Cuba without saluting a Spanish flag. Before 
the vessel had anchored the noble Capt was in his boat land- 
ing he hurried to the presence of the monster Capt Burriel 
who reced him haughtily, but Capt. L. informed him the 
executions must cease Burriel refused to recognize his juris- 
diction in the ease. Capt. L. informed him that in the ab- 
sence of any American ‘‘Man of war’’ he assumed the re- 
sponsibility of protecting the Starry Banner from insult & 
injury and that unless the executions were immediately stop- 
ped he would bombard ‘‘Santiago’’ Of course they ceased 
and thus the last 53 were saved. Capt. Loraine farther 
foreed the authorities to remove from the deck of the Tor- 
nado the American flag which had lain there trampled under 
foot since the eapture. May a grateful nation reward this 
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generous and humane act and may the name of Capt. Loraine 
become to Americans immortal. But from the sublime we 
pass quickly to the rediculous Here is Major Baker of Pagan 
fame. How humilliating is it to be compelled to record that 
noble man as he is, he drinks so much and remains in such 
a maudlin and disgusting condition that the younger ‘‘ Bust- 
ers’’ sickened at the condition of this Hero of a hundred 
IRs ache iid Playing ‘‘whist’’ this Evening he gave utter- 
ance to the following beautiful lines 


They sang of love and not of fame 
Forgot was Britton’s glory 

Each heart breathed a loved ones name 
And all sang ‘‘ Annie Laurie’’. 


Then English Mary’s Eyes were dim 
For one now dead and gory 

And Irish Norah wept for him 
Who then sang ‘‘ Annie Laurie’’. 


(December 21, 1873) 
Dee. 21st. Sund. Temp 7 A.M. 13° The cloud of war has 
flown. I begin to think I had better go back to civil life 
My steward was drunk tonight Dunlavy is 
much worse I think I will get him out again but as I have to 
read the funeral service in case of death I will bone it. The 
Episcopal service will be the one selected. I have just fin- 
ished reading ‘‘Jane Ayre’’ I think it one of the most re- 
markable works I ever saw. 

(December 22, 1873) 
Dee. 22nd. Mond. 7 A. M. Temp. 5° I reced a letter from 
Capt. Anson Mills in regard to Otter skins I have about 
finished my article for circular No. 4. I hope to get it in- 
serted. Brewster is still tight he has paid no attention to 
my warning and I shall have to “‘sinch’’ him.......... 

(December 25, 1873) 
Dee. 25th. Thurs. Temp. 7 A. M. 22° I wonder what my 
darlings are doing this day I wonder if my little ones got 
the money in time for Christmas and if they were out bright 
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ena varly this morning with their ‘‘Merry Christmas’’ to 
“Sy Capes Seen Pree ae Last night with the other gentlemen I went 
to see the ‘‘ball’’ given by B Co. 2 Cav. It was truly 
ellegant. Good musie fine looking soldiers and an ellegant 
supper there were some 15 women present of whom Mrs. 
Jones was the ‘‘belle’’ The ‘‘Col.’’ and ‘‘Bub’’ committed 
a faux paux as usual. Bob is thoroughly disgusted and is 
off. Lieut. Whelan is now Capt. J. N. Whelan vice Seneca 
Norton I rejoice with him. My hospital Steward is now 
sober to my great relief I have finished my report for 
Cireular No 4. Am satisfied with it and hope it will be 
placed in the revised edition as written. I see that I must 
send for some more shirts a new suit of clothes and a new 
book like this. 

(December 31, 1873) 
Dee. 31st. Wednes. Temp. 7 A. M. 30° 1873 So this is 
the last of ’73 gone to its predecessors a grain of sand on the 
shores of time. Thus has passed the ‘‘white year’’ of my 
ivehsastenaen At its beginning.............. I went to 
Warrenton Gibson Co Ind. set up shop and stayed two weeks 
without a single call I then reced my tellegram from Dr. Jos. 
B. Brown which I immediately answered in ‘‘ propria per- 
sona’’ as well as by tellegraph............ 

(January 1, 1874) 
Jan lst. Thursday Temp 7 A. M. 26° 1874 The Ist of a 
new year. May it prove as successful and full of fortune 
as the last has been. And it commences fair enough...... 
The result of the Cuban controversy has only been a fizzle 
thus far. And a source of needless alarm to my darling wife 
snicw ane Nid lla I was so disgusted last night with Col. Baker’s 
drunkenness I could hardly remain at the table. I would not 
take his apetite and rank! Whew its horrible. 

(January 7, 1874) 
Jan. 7th. Weds. 7 A. M. 10° 1874 After all my haste in 
sending Ellen money it did not reach her for Christmas and 
I’m afraid not for New Years. "Tis too bad. I have tried 
in vain to amuse the Col. and prevent his getting tight but 
it’s of no use at all. He was maudlin last night again...... 
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(January 10, 1874) 
Jan 10th Sat. Temp. 7 A. M. 29. 1874 When I have 
looked forward to my Ist. amputation I have at times felt 
greatest confidence and again trepidation. Thursday I found 
the toes of frost bitten foot of ‘‘Harmen’’ prvt. A. 13. had 
become gangreenous and the great toe and the next one of 
his left foot would have to come off. After reading the matter 
up I determined to operate. Now it was necessary to use 
eather also to operate before all the officers Both embarrass- 
ing in the extreme What was my dismay when suddenly | 
found my patient pulseless and breathless under the influence 
of the anesheatic. Preserving my equanimity however I drew 
his tongue forward with a pair of foreepts and was rewarded 
by resumption of respiration, exchanging eather for chloro- 
form I had no farther trouble. Now comes the bad part of 
the performance Making an incision between the 2nd and 
3d toes along the base of them around the great toe I left a 
good planter flap and then instead of carrying an incision 
along the mettatarsal bone and removing at once a portion of 
it I disarticulated it and the next one. Discovering my mis- 
take I sawed off a portion of the metatarsal bone & removed 
the sesamoide bone I did not persist long enough in search- 
ing for the arteries but wound up with a charpie compress. In 
the foregoing was my almost criminal vaccillation exhibited. | 
felt miserable over the affair though I do not think any of 
the officers realized that I had made a failure. 1 watched it 
all night and determined in the morning to remedy my mis- 
management Accordingly I chloroformed him and reopen- 
ing the wound cleared the flesh from as much of the meta- 
tarsal bone as I wished and removed about half of it in a 
slanting direction and in a deliberate manner proceeded to 
find and ligate the bleeding vessels. Having done this I 
then inserted fourteen sutures, then leaving the wound gap- 
ing with small pieces of ice upon it I allowed the patient to 
come to. In about four hours the bleeding had ceased and the 


wound being glazed I removed all clots with a syrenge...... 
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and was rejoiced to find my patient easy and the foot in as 
good condition and shape as a master hand could have left it 


Feb. Ist. Sund. Tep. 7 A. M. 11° Fair 74 If I ever 
take another ranchmans word I hope I'll be fooled again We 
went into North Fork cannon to fish in the beaver dams and 
there were none there to fish for Dr. Greenwell has been 
relieved & Dr. Powell takes his place. Genl Reynolds goes 
to D. A. Russel & Mumford is retired My blue suit is done 
and is nice Capt. Torrey”! is on his way back. I suppose 
this will burst up the mess.......... The inspection passed 
off finely and the Col. was not drunk Uncle Jno. Murphy 
was here the rest of the day and all were drunk the Col. & he. 

(February 5, 1874) 
Feb. 5th. Let the Steward go to Stambough and suspended 
his pledge till return. Col. came in to see me today he’s 
drunk again this evening. 

(February 8, 1874) 
Sund. Feb. 8th. Temp. 7 A.M. 11° Fair Friday with the 
mail came two shirts from harry and one from Ellen. Capt. 
Torrey also came in...... ..An old bloat Sherwen...... for 
whom I prescribed some time ago and whom I warned against 
whiskey died today at Billy Rogers. The Col. is out of 
whiskey Griffith and I rode to Tesson’s spring and secured 
some water for Dr Heinzman who wrote me for some from 
there and from the hot springs and Grime’s oil well. 

(February 10, 1874) 
Tues. Feb, 10th. Temp 7 A. M.11 Fair 74 Had ‘‘garrison 
court’’ yesterday Lieut McHyde arrived from Stambough 
at night and ‘‘General Court’’ was convened to try three 
prisoners I went to the oil spring for water found plenty 
of ‘‘tar’’ on the surface gass bubling up in the center, got 


21 Robert A. Torrey served continuously in the Thirteenth Infantry 
from Feb. 19, 1862 until May 7, 1882 when he was released. Sub- 
sequently he entered the range cattle business and his Embar ranch 
on Owl Creek was one of the largest cattle ranches in the Big 
Horn Basin during the boom period of the open range industry. 
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two bottles full Fell in with Doctor Irwin and Stephenson 
his son-in-law, went with them to see the man Sherwen who 
Gas s+sk en 

(February 15, 1874) 
Feb 15th Sund. Temp 7 A.M. 8° Fair 1874 The Stew- 
ard came on the 11th all right. Maj. Baker, Capt. Torrey 
Lieuts Robinson & Young went out on a scout and took Moore 
by foree almost I did not go........ McCabe came in about 
noon with a part of the mail and dispatches for Col. Baker 
to go to Laramie and take command of six cos. of Cav. in 
the field against the Sioux who are on the war path and have 
killed Lieut Robinson of the 14th Inft. & a sargeant and an 
acting indian agent driven off the herders and gone for the 
beef themselves 

(February 16, 1874) 
Feb. 16th. Mond. Temp 7 A. M. 5° Fair 1874 The 
Kiowas & Commanches Santantas & Bigtrees bands are also 
on the war path as Genl. Jno. E. Smith expresses it the 
quaker pollicy is bearing fruits................00eeeeeee: 

(February 20, 1874) 
Feb. 20th. Friday 7 A. M. 19 Cloudy °74 Major 
Baker left yesterday & Capt. Torrey is in command........ 
I am getting some saddle bags made to carry supplies in 
I will of course accompany every scout to meet the Sioux 
from here it may be I will meet my fate out here but I hope 
not I believe I will double my life insurance. 

(February 24, 1874) 
Feb. 24th Tues. Temp. 7 A. M. 20. Min. 25 Fair The 
grand A Co, ball for the 22d came off with great eclat last 
night there were quite a number of female rancheroes in 
attendance. There was a fine lay out for supper. Lieut. 
Young Came im Sunday and gave me a mountain sheep to 
desect. The mail leaves here tomorrow. Lieut Griffith was 
not tight last eve. Wheelan is a captain but is going to 
Montana. The Capt. and I get along very well so far. 

(March 12, 1874) 

Thurs. Mar. 12th. Temp 7 A. M. 22° Fair 74 I went 
with Lt. Griffith as far as Stambaugh Weather very pleas- 
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ant untill I struck Twin Creek hill, where it was terribly cold 
and we had snow, ice, wind and hills well mixed untill my 
return. We found Dr. Powell in old Keims playing ‘‘ Pitch’’ 
with a great crowd of roughs. He was rude in not going 
over with us to his quarters. I wished I had not gone. We 
went to Brayton’s (Maj) where we had an ellegant bed and 
supper. I remained with Griffith two nights saw the subject 
of our operation and saw sights in the way of wind and snow 
which last is at least four feet in depth on the parade. Powell 
tried to apologize by talking of the corpse he was trying to 
get at. He and his wife have separated he accusing her of 
Crim, Con. with that young Tyler and in the same breath 
tells of his connection with Modoe Luey prior to his wife’s 
fault. Wednesday 4th we operated successfully cutting out 
Ps éccnaduebseduseuons I have heard today it is 
getting along. Mrs. Brayton invited me to stop there with 
my family when I bring them through. I here today that 
Powell is bumming with those bilks at Miners Delight........ 

(Mareh 16, 1874) 
Mond. March 16th. Temp 7 A. M. 19° Paymaster Dewey & 
Capt Bates arrived Sunday evening and paid off today. To- 
night it snows........ Capt. Bates says I will have to go out 
scouting with him and the panniers are most done........ 
The child at Stambaugh is getting along nicely and I think 
will be all right, but Powell don’t write to me about it. I’m 
afraid there is some humbug about him................... 

(Mareh 22, 1874) 
Sund. Mar. 22d. .clouds. Spring 106-109 T. 7 A. M. 11. 1874 
The mail came in yesterday noon with it my eye instruments. 
Why do I hesitate or why do my nerves seem weak? I must 
make a commencement I am almost ready to send for a pho- 
tographie aparatus for nearly two hundred dollars. I think 
I will get my money out of it before it is time to send for 
Ellen. I don’t see why Dr. P. does not write about that 
child I am much afraid he means to go back on me about 
the matter. 

(March 23, 1874) 
Mon. Mar 23d T. 7 A. M. 19 of spring 109.8 Fair. Muddy. 
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74 Tomorrow correct a strabismus or loose my prestige. 

(March 24, 1874) 
Tues Mar. 24th Tem. 19 spring 106.4-108.8 Fair Mud. 1874 
The commencement has passed & result is all right. I receive 
congratulations an every side and will have a chance to op- 
erate on the other side as it is alternating strabismus........ 
I shall send for a photographic arrangment as soon as | get 
my family out, perhaps before. I shall ask J. K. if he thinks 
it will pay. It is pretty certain that the horses taken from 
the other valley were stolen by Bannocks. 

(April 5, 1874) 
Sun. Aprl. 5th T. 7 8° Snowing spring 105.5-108. 74 
More trouble in hospital with stewards Thompson will get 
his discharge tomorrow. I am sorry for the man and have 
done what I can for him. I shall proceed to read up my 
duties and privilleges in the army and then make all of them 
toe the mark. Snow commenced to fall about 10 o’clock and 
has been ‘‘melting as it falls’’ all day and running through 
my roof wetting & thereby ruining my Holt’s digest and 
‘*Darwin’s Origin of Species’? which I borrowed of Capt. 
Torrey I shall immediately procure another coppy for hin. 
I think Darwin has made some very good points but do not 
see that he in any way accounts or attempts to account for 
the origin of the germ from which creation took its start 
g erae aige With this closes the history of my first year of Med. 
life and a chapter in my existance. According to the average 
life of father’s folks I am just over the verge....1 have here 
given a full account of my haps & misshaps and hope my 
children may avoid my mistakes.............. 

(April 29, 1874) 
Wedens. Aprl 29th 74 Temp. 48 Fair Monday morning 
the news of an indian raid caused Capt Bates’ Co. & Lieut 
Young and myself to take the saddle. Leaving at 10 o’clock 
by two directions we were accompanied by the indomitable 
chieftain Wash-a-kie and some of his tribe. I with Lieut R. 
went down Little Wind river passing Leveay’s abandoned 
camp, whom we suspect of the out-rage, and at ‘‘ Burnt 
Ranche’’ where we arrived by one oclock we awaited a note 
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from Capt. B who in the mean time went directly to ‘‘ Double 
Cabins’’ the scene of the affair. When in sight of this place 
we discovered four persons on the bluff, they sat down then 
one signalled to ‘‘keep on’’ by moving towards waving a flag. 
Then ensued a scene of the wildest excitement among the 
indians who suddenly became ‘‘narient’’ and saddling their 
war horses went dashing in as for a fight. The party were 
McAdams and three of Bazile’s?? sons here our indians 
abandoned us up on the arrival of ‘‘Nareock’’ with a note 
from Capt. B. We went to ‘‘Double Cabins’’ at mouth of 
N. Fork Little Popoagia thence to scene of out rage 4 miles 
from Old Brown where Lieut Young was chatting with some 
citizens, we found crossing bad and then taking Capt B’s 
trail we followed it to Little Popoagia where we Camped for 
want of day light sleeping comfortably in the Sage brush. 
Early 5-30 A. M. we went on ten miles and discovered 
Wash-a-kie on nis way home, he told us the ‘‘ Toquash’’ were 
eating breakfast at Beaver and that a horse had died and 
the camp would moove soon We awaited their arrival & 
marched to Old Brown. At our last night’s camp we fired 
the brush and grass making a big fire At our camp at Frank 
E. Coffee’s we saw his half breed wife whose maiden name 
was Bisnet and his three children. We got some feed for 
horses here and found that the horses taken were owned by 
the illicit liquor dealers, Tom Orton & ‘‘Shorty’’ whom Young 
was talking to as we struck the trail This was too bad. Lt. 
Robinson chased them but only saw 2 bands of mountain 
sheep We got home about 11 A. M. Wednesday having made 
ninety miles in two days........... pMiom ees 
(May 3, 1874) 
Sunday May 3d. Fair warm 39 1874 I reced a letter from 





22 In the Indian cemetery near Fort Washakie is a tomb inscribed, 
“Basil Son of Sacajawea died 1886 in his 86th year.” By the side 
of this grave is another one with the legend, “Sacajawea Died 
Apr. 9, 1884 Guide Lewis & Clark 1805-1806 Grave identified by 
Rev. J. Roberts who officiated at her burial.” There are many 
who refuse to accept the evidence of the identity of this Shoshone 
woman’s grave as conclusive, particularly Mr. Doane Robinson of 
the South Dakota Historical Society. It is quite possible, however, 
that the stepson of the alleged famous guide is the same “Bazile 
to whom reference is made by the diarist. 
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E dated 2ed...she had not reced my remittance at that time 
but probably did on the 26th. I learn Grant has vetoed the 
bill inflating the currency to 400,000,000. An excellent thing 
Major Dewey left for Beaver the 24th ult. therefor he will 
not get my letter until the 7th of May which wili delay Ellen’s 
money untill about the 14th............ The size of contracts 
for wood 16000 cords and hay 750 tons induces us to think 
we will have two companies of cavalry here the coming win- 
ter. There is a renewed outbreak in Little Rock Ark. 
A little judicious hanging would do some good there. Captain 
Torrey, Bates, Lieut Robinson and myself went up Nortb 
Fork today and had a fine ride of it. 
(May 9, 1874) 
Sat May 9th. Temp 45 Rain and snow 1874 Tuesday 
5th Caps Torrey & Bates & myself went to Bull Lake fishing 
Capt. B and myself went ahead with no instructions in re- 
gards to the rout with which we were entirely unacquainted, 
except that we left the North Fork basin at its N. W. corner 
we soon lost the trail but recognizing Crowhart Butte | 
guided the capts. to the lake without trail or anything else. 
We looked down on the continuous lake called Lake fork from 
the top of the southern side 700 ft. above and at the center 
of Bull Lake and the view was so grand that involuntary 
exclamations of delight fell from the lips of our orderlies. 
Not knowing the place at which Capt. T. & Lieut Young in- 
tended to camp we went up the lake during which trip | 
found the pen with which I am writing a ‘‘Bald eagle’s’’ 
quill. I also found a new plant........ At 5 o’clock we 
turned down the lake passing the mosquito neighborhood and 
found the Capt. had arrived at the lower lake and caught 
some nice fish. Next day I caught nine fish several of which 
weighed two lbs and one weighed three............ We got 
home at 4 0’clock & I found another new flower and a grass 
Se Pe vn cin ands dckesndbstuceeeaws 
(May 10, 1874) 

Sund. May 10th. T 37 Rain 1874 I have just 
jew’’ that is I have operated on Tom Johnson for Phymosis, 
and a very successful and ellegant operation it was. There 


‘ 


‘made a 
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was no mail tonight. I pulled some teeth for Reynolds who 
said while under the influence of chloroform ‘‘He’s the best 
doctor ever was and the whitest man in the valley I'd give 
my right arm for him.’’ I shall remember this in his favor. 
(May 18, 1874) 
Mond. May 18th. Fair T 54 Wind ’74 I operated for 
double convergent strabismus on Taylor, musician and his 
eyes are straight as a die now......... Today is Ellen’s birth- 
day and it is a white day in my life as I am now to be Agency 
Surgeon which will increase my pay a good many dollars. 
I'll know tomorrow. ............00: 
(May 21, 1874) 
Thurs. 21st. T 57 Fair Wind 74 I have the contract and 
am at it I go over there from 10 to 12 every day had one 
case of sore eyes and one of aneastesia of right arm and leg. 
(June 3, 1874) 
June 3d Wednesday Temp 58. 7 A. M. 1874 Capt. Tor- 
rey left with command for Wind river and Yellowstone  Fri- 
day 29th Steward Martin went with him. I made all my 
papers this month with no trouble............ 
(June 6, 1874) 
Saturday June 6th T 54 clouds S. W. 8S. W. I went with 
Capt. B. up Trout creek fishing. No fish but such wonderful 
flowers. Lt. Guthrie was down with a pleuritie attack but 
is better this morning. I prescribed for Wash-a-kie for 
Rheumatism muscular yesterday. 
(June 7, 1874) 
Monday June 7th T 61-95-68 The eternal fiat has gone 
forth. E. starts on the 20th for her 1800 mile ride and [ 
hope in just 13 days to clasp her to my heart again........ 
(June 29, 1874) 
Saturday June 20th. 62-82-50 1874. 

Ellen is now on her way to meet me I expect and hope. 
Monday the 15th. We went to see about some Sioux indians 
who corralled two of Capt. Torreys men 15 miles beyond Bull 
Lake. They were represented to be 50 strong and after some 
parley they drew off. We found the camp with twelve 
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‘‘wickey ups’’ indicating 120 braves. Wash-a-kie and his 
indians trailed them to another camp whence six were sent 
after the party to dog them to their camp probably on Owl 
Creek. Six of the red rascals went through a Cache of corn 
which Capt. Torrey left at Lake-fork. The country all the 
way is similar to this. We found flowers Sage Creek bottom 
rich the creek small crooked and muddy. Wind river is in 
a good valley beyond Crow heart and has some heavy 
cottonwood timber in it it was rather high and is wide with 
a good boulder bottom it has a terribly swift current & is 
hard to cross. The Ist camp of the indians was 12 miles 
above the mouth of Lake fork and here we unsaddled for 
dinner then crossing took the trail left by Wash-a-kie and 
followed a bluff of clay and stone some hundred feet high 
had to be ascended then down the river for 15 miles here 
(Crow Creek) most of the Snakes went home and we lost an 
hour distinguishing the trail, but again ascending the bluff 
we with our backs to Crow heart went for Dry Creek. The 
soil here is right clayey and in places owing to a recent rain 
boggy also barren with few flowers and grass. At Dry 
Creek we camped here finding an old camp and seeing some 
sticks on top of a high bluff we went to camp. Capt. Bates 
and I cooked our own suppers and slept together. This creek 
is narrow, about five feet deep Closely covered with willows 
but had not more than a foot of water in it like all the 
streams from this side it was muddy but sweet. In the morn- 
ing we went after the trail and found the sticks on the bluff 
were several in number. I should mention there was a heavy 
white frost at this camp during the night We followed the 
trail ten miles toward Muddy and then as the trail hereto- 
fore fresh ran out we abandoned the old trail and returned 
home. Crossing Wind river three to five miles below Crov7 
heart we camped at the robbed cache and fished in Lake for‘ 
We came home the 17th all right. I found a looking glass 
lost by some of the indians on the raid. This with the bear 
hunt and peak climbing exploit of Friday 12th will I think 
make a good month of it. I go to South Pass for E. Tuesday. 
Lt. R. and twenty recruits and 25 horses came in last night 
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bringnig news that the 8th Inft. and 2nd Cav. go to California 


dl ons ata The weather is warm here.............ccee0. 


(June 28, 1874) 
June 28th. Sund. Temp. 59. 1874 Sunday 21st I was sent 
for in great haste to see Dan Boyd who had been thrown from 
his horse Dr. Irwin had seen him but failed to find the frae- 
ture subsequently discovered by me in his skull. I attended 
him till Tuesday morning and sueceeded in bringing him to 
life. I left Tuesday morning to meet E. and the children... . 
Arriving at Stambough I found all in a flurry getting ready 
to leave for ‘‘Frisco’’ as Maj. Brayton’s Co. leave and are 
replaced by Capt. Roger’s of the 13th. I was cordially reced 
and became acquainted with Dr. Page and lady. Capt. & 
Mrs. B. and Lt. Hyde are exceedingly sorry to leave but 
Mrs Winslow was glad to do so of course. I tried to reach 
Bryan with dispatch but could not therefore went to Stam- 
bough with Mr Hall, operator, and learned E. was on the 
stage getting a pass from ‘‘Bliss’’ I went to MeCoys where 
I met E. and the children I was exceedingly glad to see them 
looking so well. E’s money had given out and I had to get 
a eheck cashed. I paid the bill 11 dollars, at South Pass. 
Mr. Fury the U. 8. Postal inspector and formerly Capt. of the 
Co. of the 11th Ohio in which Charley Stambough was a pri- 
vate came up on the stage and was as kind to E as any one 
could be Mr. Noble came in too. Corp. Carter with the 
Brown & Stambaugh ambulances. At. Major Brayton’s we 
had an ellegant time and with regret we left them. Lt. Hyde 
gave me cnough lumber to floor my tents. Leaving Stam- 
bough at eight in the morning of Friday attempted to camp 
at Little Popoagia but the mosquitoes drove us out and w> 
camped at Big Popoagia we got nicely fixed and were caught 
in a storm which lasted all the morning of Saturday at the 
North Fork the driver abandoned the team and they came 
on across all right. We came in with our boxes on Noble’s 
teams. All were glad to see us. We fourd Capt. Torrey and 
command in eamp. The Capt. was glad to see us and re- 
mark:-d he would eall as did all the rest cxeept Lt. Guthri> 
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from whom I shall wonder much if I receive a call. The of- 
ficers have all called tonight but Lt. Guthrie. 
(June 29, 1874) 
June 29th Mond. Temp. 7 A. M. 61. 74 What was our 
surprise and gratification to receive a call from Mrs, Guthrie 
I think she and E will like each other very much 
(July 10, 1874) 

July 10th. Friday Temp 7 A. M. 65—1874 The last entry 
was interrupted by the arrival of Lieut Genl. Sherridan 
Genl. Ord Col. Gillespie Genl. Rucker Major Lester M. 
Drake. Genl. S. is a small heavy set man with a little gray in 
his hair and a good deal of whiskey in his stomache. Genl. 
Ord is an old grey haired common looking man with a good 
heart. I gave Genl. Sherridan a map and an analysis of the 
springs at his request Dr Page was down and got tight and 
made a fool of himself. He broke my rod cut my line and 
lost my flies. Confound him. July Ist. in the morning 
news of the whereabouts of an indian village and an expedi- 
tion was immediately organized consisting of Capt. A. E. 
Bates*? & Lieut Robinson with Co. B. 2 Cav. & Lieut Young 
with twenty indian scouts and Wash-a-kie and 166 Shoshonies 
with myself. Poor Ellen was almost broken hearted to think 
of my having to leave her after only four days in Brown. 
But at night we left and at the het springs we saw the comet 
and waited for the pack mule then struck out for the Big 
Bend where we cached untill light when once more in the 
saddle over a terrible country we reached a branch of Bad- 
water creek and cached again, here some scouts went ahead 
and in the afternoon a wounded bufalo was killed at our 
camp. Another night in the saddle and as 3 o’clock draws 
near our scouts come in to say the camp in abandoned We 
take the trail capture two ponies find the village of 112 lodges 





23 Alfred Elliott Bates who commanded this party had been attached 
to the Second Cavalry since June 23, 1865 when he received his 
first commission as Second Lieutenant of Cavalry. He was to gain 
little distinction from his part in the engagement with the Indians 
that followed. A statement of his army connections is found in 
Heitzman’s Historical Register, 241. 
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in a gorge“ to dismount and charge in is the work of but 
a few moments Then the slaughter commences and _ all 
around us was the falling Arapahoes while in the teepees 
were the squaws & papooses.. 14 horses were lariated in the 
camp of which I eut loose 4. Here Wesley Gable came to 
me with a ball in his arm and Pearson shot through the hand 
here were Engle and Hassan shooting horses which they 
ceased at my command and Engle and Walker were killed 
While dressing Gable’s wound a young Shoshone showed me 
a Sioux whom I shot with my revolver. This the 

battle of my life will bring me reputation at least being as 
cool under fire as in a drawing room. A bullet grazed my 
forehead. Walker and Engle killed and French shot in the 
nose and eye Gable in the arm. Pearson in the hand. Lt. 
Young in the leg The Arapahoes went up the rocky cliff at 
the side and with one white man held it. Commanding the 
village rendering it extremely dangerous to remain or burn 
it. We accordingly abandoned and left it and with it the 
bodies of Engle & Walker. This | consider the weak point 
and here too is the grand mistake for with ten men we could 
have captured and held the rocky cliff and burned the village. 
I mounted French, Young, Gable & Pearson on their horses 
and by great care and good management brot them sixty miles 
to the mouth of Little Wind where we met the ambulances 
and Lieut Griffith who has just returned from leave”® 





24 The site of “Bates Battle” is on the western slopes of the Big Horn 
Mountains, at a point where the No Wood, Bridger, No Water, 
and Kirby Creeks all have their heads. The Bates command must 
have followed a northeastern course from Camp Brown, and crossed 
the Wind river at a point south of the canyon, thus avoiding the 
necessity of otherwise crossing the Owl Creek Mountains. The 
night before the engagement they camped on the “headwaters of 
Bad Water Creek”, which must have been near the vicinity of 
where Lost Cabin is now situated. Post Record, pp. 59, 60. 

25 In the Fort Washakie Post Record entry (pp. 61, 62) recording 
this engagement a very unsatisfactory account is given. Here it 
is stated that “retreat was ordered when the Arapahoes began to 
make signal fires for help”, but from Dr. Maghee’s version it 
would appear that the Bates troops were the participants who 
really needed the help. The charge is also made that Washakie 
and “the Shoshones kept aloof.” Cf. “Report of James Irwin U. S. 
Indian Agent, Sept. 23, 1874, to Hon. Edw. P. Smith, Commiss oner 
of Indian Affairs”, 43 Cong. 2 Sess. House Ex. Doc. No. 1, Pt. 5, 
p. 578 (Serial 1639). 
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(July 12, 1874) 
Sunday July 12th T. 62-91-72. 1874 The wounded are gett- 
ing well tonight. Capt. Torrey has been in and we are going 
out on raid tomorrow evening. Reynolds goes with me 

(July 14, 1874) 
Tuesday July 14th. 72°-83°-69° Camp at mouth of Little 
Wind river, which we reached about 3 A. M., after a pleasant 
but dark march from Cp.Brn. The expedition consists of B. 
Co. 2nd Cav. & 20 Indian Scouts. 12 other indians. Tom 
O'Neill, packer, and Capt. A. E. Bates Lieuts Robinson & 
Griffith and myself. Wash-a-kie sent to say that he could 
not eat his words but unless the Capt. would release him he 
would accompany us. Of course he was released.......... 
The grass is good water and wood plenty. There is a large 
grove of large timber across the river from us Grass hoppers 
are very numerous and some large trout have been taken by 
the indians I found E’s note,it reminds me of the hard part- 
ing last eve. 

(July 15, 1874) 
Wednesday July 15th. 67-92-69 1874 Gallagher’s camp 
reached by us at one oclock A.M. after wandering all along 
the Big Bend of the Big Wind river. Our course to this 
point has been N. E. The new moon put in an appearance, 
the tail of the comet has an extent of at least 30° A number 
of nice groves of large cotton woods are seattered along Big 
Wind river and enclosed in one upon a grassy park with few 
mosquitoes is this one So at the last camp we took a nice 
swim. White fish abound but no trout are taken. The march 
tonight will be hard and camp dry I expect. 12 indians 
leave us here and some of the six citizens........ I was com- 
pelled to have’ the sick detailed for prescription this morning 
I have an excellent horse this trip and since he trots instead 
of paces as at first I am better pleased then ever........ 

(July 16, 1874) 
Thurs July 16th. 64-86-67 1874 We camped in the sand 
hills They remind me of the country north of the ‘*‘ Loupe’’ 
drifting sand Leaving our last camp at 4.45 P. M. and trav- 
elling six hours over a fair country we remained at this place 
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with the hope of finding water near in the morning. We saw 
many buffalo on the way. With no wood water or shade this 
seems to be an unpromising camp, distant from last camp only 
25 miles, The indians report water two to four miles to the 
east at any rate there are plenty of buffalo and antelope in 
sight The Capt, was smitten with an idea that the horses 
were terribly used up and therefore we had to foot it over 
two miles to water which was clear cold and sulphurous we 
then rode five miles toward head of stream evidently the 
dry creek we crossed this side of the mouth of Little Wind 
river. found good grazing alkaline water and no shade. 
Course E. Finding a fresh trail of about twenty ponies we 
followed it 16 miles the last 8 of which took us into Bitter 
Basin where the waters are impregnated with bitter salts of 
iron. The grass is good and we here find the remains of a 
camp and are said to be on the trail of about 40 indians 
Buffalo meat and fires put out with water, but a strong sus- 
picion occupies our minds that we are on a cold trail and ex- 
ecuse for the Shoshonies to get home. Our course has been 
South. 
(July 17, 1874) 

Frid July 17th. 75°-93-70—Fair 1874 Leaving the last 
*“*Camp Alkalie’’ at 5-20 A. M. we marched 12 miles South 
and by digging in the bed stream at 12 M found good cool 
sweet water Reynold’s horse gave out and was abandoned 
on the way. A buffalo bull killed at this point by the indians 
proved very palatable At 3 P. M. following a deep dry re- 
vine over a high mesa we at a distance of 7 or 8 miles more 
south found a gorge excellent grass water and some Sioux 
moccasins. We camped here while the Shoshonees spied out 
the trail. They report on return that the Sweet Water was 
but six miles distant and on it we camped 4 miles above Three 
Crossings on the old stage road. The first overland tellegraph 


wire still lies here 


(July 18, 1874) 
July 18th. 1874 Saturday 67°-87°-69° Deviding the party 
here Capt. B. and myself with 16 soldiers 2 citizens and 23 
indians continued the course south on the trail while Lts. R. 
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& G. with the rest of the command started for Stambaugh 
I had to leave Reynolds also much to my disgust. Travelled 
from 7 A. M. till 9-20 making 12 miles camping on a mountain 
side with good grass and water Here I lost my carbine. 
Capt. and I carry bacon tack & tea with a tin cup to make it 
in Tis my birthday thirty two years old. 
(July 19, 1874) 
Sund. 19th. Fair T 64-80°-62° 1874 Leaving Camp at 
Bluff at 4 A. M. ascending an extreemly steep mountain, one 
of the Sweet Water range, with plenty of wood water and 
grass, from the top we beheld some of the most beautiful 
scenery I ever saw. Again decending on the other side we 
found a large number of wicky ups and a camp apparantly 
but four days old The indians are fearfully in earnest now 
and while they look up the trail we pause haying made 15 
miles. The hind quarter of a horse attests the feast indulged 
in by the braves. At 10 o’clock a smoke was discovered off 
towards Pacific Springs butte. Reconoitering in the most 
approved indian fashion we find it a signal fire of sage brush. 
From the top of a high bluff the Shoshonees disery ten Sioux 
in the distance and mounting the led horses rush off behind 
hills and through gullies twelve miles to cut them off. We 
follow deliberately and find they have secured 1 scalp seven 
ponies one mule one spencer rifle & some medicine bags of 
course we are happy now. One Shoshoneee was wounded in 
the left thigh and after I had dressed it the indians rigged 
him quite a convenient pack. 
(July 20, 1874) 

July 20th Mond. T 62°-82°-50—1874 We moved from our 
camp last night and marehed 12 miles north camping on the 
mountain with good bunch grass on water and lots of sage 
brush and loose rocks to sleep on So it is the sons of Mars: 
....are rough and fare roughly after a few hours sleep day 
break found us toasting bacon on a forked stick and saddling 
up we left and marched West until 11 o’elock when the Sho- 
shones reported ‘‘Shaut Sioux’’ and as our horses were with- 
out water we concluded to go for the river whether or no, The 
alarm proved false and on the banks of the Sweet water we 
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found excellent grass and as the Irishman expressed it the 
water was so sweet we used no sugar in our tea and the 
wild geese (in this instance goslings were so tame we caught 
them with our hands) rations are so nearly gone that we 
live almost entirely on antelope of which large numbers are 
seen in every direction This valley was the route of the bulk 
of overland travel and is still eut by the old roads spotted 
with ox bones and yokes one of which bearing the brand A. G. 
served us for fire wood. Leaving here at 6-20 P. M. with 
the news that St. Mary’s was but 14 miles up the river & 
thither we wend our way. I hate to think of going into 
Stambough so dirty but can’t help it. The night will be 
spent at St. Mary’s. Roasted ribs for grub by a fire of buf- 
falo chips and sage brush. Distance 25 miles 
(July 21, 1874) 

July 21st Tues. 72°, 94°, 76°—1874 Leaving our camp 
about 3 miles from St. Marys at 6-30 A. M. at 11 we found a 
beautiful guich near ‘‘Strawberry’’ full of trees, grass and 
flowers of which I secured several fine specimens Here we 
found an ice spring with water as cold as could be. Leaving 
here at 3-30 over stony ridges to Strawberry where as Sergt. 
Jackson expressed it were the graves of many a miners burried 
hopes we passed on to the ridge where Stambaugh hove in 
sight about 6 P. M. and as we rode in Maj Gorden reced us 
cordially taking us to his house where we washed combed 
& slipping off to the store I got a clean shirt on before I re- 
turned to meet Mrs. Gordon and enjoy an excellent dinner. 
Afterwards we met Lieut Holmes Olmstead Dinwiddy Capt 
Rogers &e. Capt. R has a most beautiful daughter about 8 
OS: as wip ules octane s Page took the bandages off my 
indian’s leg without consulting me. The command has just 
returned from Big Wind river to the bend of which we went 
to catch up with us We reced a rumor o: the presenee of 
Arapahoes and Cheyennes at Bull Lake We leave for Brown 


tomorrow 


(July 23, 1874) 
July 23d Thurs. 72°-82°-70° 1874 With many farewells 
we left Stambaugh at 11-30 A. M. Wednesday and after 
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sticking in the Popoagia we got to old Murphy’s where we 
spent the night and amid numbers of mosquitoes at 7 oclock 
in the morning we pulled out for North Fork where we camp- 
ed till 3 oclock catching many strings of fish and after 
again sticking in North Fork we reached Cp.Brown at 6 P. M. 
with wounded men in good shape and all of us tired and sore. 
(August 29, 1874) 
Aug 29th Wednesday Temp 60 85 64 Fair Since | wrote 
the above Capt B and Co. left for the big horn Mts via Sweet 
Water but the scouts would not go Lt. Andrews with Tom 
Brent’s Co. 3d Cav. came in....A new recruit named Green 
shot and killed one man wounded an other through the bowels 
another in the side and escaped with two horses I performed 
a post mortem on dead man and secured his brain heart and 
stomache Wounded man doing well so far.......... I have 
a good reputation established by Capt. B who was so chagrined 
at forgetting me in the roport that he subsequently wrote 
another 
(September 5, 1874) 

Saturday Sept. 5th 1874 T 52°-79°-58° Fair Monday Lieut 
Guthrie and family left after muster and I was indeed sorry 
to witness their departure as Mrs. G. called on E before she 
left & said that Dr. Randolph had written that I was one of 
the most successful surgeons in the Dept. Thus I am winning 
golden opinions every where. And today the following paper 
came from Genl E. O. C. Ord. The original I will obtain and 
spread upon these pages ‘‘ Endorsement on a communication 
forwarded August 10, 1874 by Capt. A. E. Bates, 2nd C. 
making mention of an omission in report of fight of July 4, 
1874 as regards Dr. Maghee A. A. Surg. U.S. A. 

} Head Quarters Dept of the Platte 

Omaha, Neb. Aug. 29th °74 

Official coppy respectfully forwarded through Headquarters 
Mil. Div. of the Missouri to the Surg. Genl. of U.S. A. I 
recomend that Dr. Maghee be invited to appear for examin- 
ation for appointment as A. Surg. in the Army!: His conduet 
as here in described add to the proverbially and deservedly 
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high reputation of the Med. Corps. Coolness under all trying 
circumstances especially under fire 
E. O. C. Ora 
Brig. Genl. Com. Dept.’’ 
Dr. Page is under a cloud 
some way at Stambaugh 1 suppose I am safe as to a contract. 
Should an invitation to ‘‘go before the board’’ arrive I do not 
know but I shall go I will at least write and ask Dr. Brown 
about it. 
(September 11, 1874) 

Sept. 11th. Frid. Temp. 44-67-54 Fair The looked for G,. O. 
came last mail a copy of which is attached. I suppose it 
will be read to the command Sunday night.............. We 
called on Mrs. Irwin & Mrs. Stevenson today The indians are 
moving down again to the agency 

(October 10, 1874) 
Oct. 10th. Sat. Temp 49°-75°-56° Fair 1874............. 
A Co. 13th goes with the rest of that Reg. to the sunny South, 
of course our association with Capt Torrey must terminate 
now. I hope now to go before the Board and don’t care 
ges ee eee The Genl. Ord here in at- 
tached is the result of the communication and the Surgeon 
Genl. writes that he is pleased to hear of creditable conduct 
in Med. officers especially on such occasions and that should 
I desire to appear before the ‘‘ Board’’ he will waive or cause 
to be waived my age I have written to Dr. Brown about the 
matter and should my limited scientific education not be an 
SN EIN 5 hia vo dca coewses 

(August 8, 1875) 
August 8th. 1875 Left Cp. Brn this A. M. at 11 oclock. 
Capt. Peal Lt. Robinson. 41 men 1 indian 5 packers 42 
horses 22 mules with Col. surveying outfit of 
men and ————————animals to survey the eastern boundary 
of the Shoshone reservation. The initial point to be at or 
near the Mouth of Owl Creek. Crossed Little Wind River at 
Big horn Crossing and have reached Big Wind nine miles 
from that point marching east 5 miles,—north 9 miles. 
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(August 9, 1875) 

Aug. 9th. Fool’s march. I do love to accompany a man 
who knows where he is going and has nerve enough to go. 
A pusillanimous idiot is my detestation. Here we are two 
and a half miles from the mouth of Little Wind river having 
marched 6 hours in the hottest part of a hot day not even 
having sense enough to follow a plain trail when it was before 
us. Could not cross Big Wind because the first ford was too 
deep and it might be possible that we could not ford below 
the canon if I ever start with the Capt again except on an 
imperative order may I be served the same way again 


ded 


(August 10, 1875) 
10th $Marched two miles south tighteen miles southeast 
6 miles northeast. Camp half mile beyond Gallager’s just 
south the mouth of the cannon Good water grass not close. 
White clay country. Caught a thin wide white sealy fish 
very like the white perch of the Ohio. I have found out that 
the surveyors have to cross the Big Wind eight miles above 
the mouth of Owl Creek. The expedition has moved along 
RUG Wings Viidwatentacns 
(August 11, 1875) 

llth. Peale is drunk as well as foolish and judges and ad- 
vises and all that. We have traveled north 18 miles into the 
first pass east of the mouth of the cannon about 6 miles from 
the mouth of Muddy Tomorrow we are to move to the river 
8 miles above the mouth of Owl Creek. We look south over 
the bad lands which run east of the Beaver Mountains and 
terminate at the south edge of the Bitter Basin. North of 
St. Mary’s crossing about 90 miles. One mile from yester- 
day’s camp the trail runs along a bottom on the left by a 
perpendicular wall of grey sand stone consisting of two layers 
each 15 feet thick and separated by a foot of white clay, the 
whole covered by a ten foot deposit of gravel drift. One 
mile farther across the river to the left is a new cabin. The 
bottoms here are beautiful with some of the finest grass and 
timber imaginable Elk & deer sign fresh and plenty of old 
signs Inidan buffalo and other game. We follow a wagon 
road up into the cannon Camp at its forks...... 
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(August 12, 1875) 
12th. Morning out at 20 minutes of eight A. M. we seale 
the pass just East of the peak directly north. Trail bad 
rocks broken showing some gold. Eight miles from camp in 
a gulch in which the water runs east we sight some buffalo 
bulls. I chase one........ bring him down soon after two 
miles farther on we see some more and a few antelope one of 
which I kill We follow a dry creek northwest untill we strike 
the river eight miles above the mouth of Owl Creek here we 
find a nice camping place plenty of grass and eatch large 
numbers of a white fish before spoken of as graling and some 
large fish at first taken for Catfish but on close examination 
having a greater resemblance to bull heads. High red sand- 
stone bluffs to right of camp against which river runs River 
too high to ford with safety here. Nothing could have been 
more magnifficent than the appearance of the red buttes 
specked over with green cedars and capped with white clay. 
Distance 18 miles; north 12 miles east 6 miles.*° 
(August 13, 1875) 

Aug. 13th. We lay all day. The Surveyors got an observa- 
tion of lattitude 43-31. After refusing to let me take a man 
and go to the Hot Spring 4 miles above Capt. P let....John 
and two men go, then went with me himself. What a mean 
disposition he has anyway But it is a peice of his general 
conduct. He thinks he will be in command of camp and it 
makes no difference at all what he does. We ride over the 
impassable buttes by a broad clean buffalo trail practicable 
for any pack train We get a good view of camp from some 
gulches and in a green level bottom two miles below camp 
we meet John and the two men who went with him They 
have captured a Sioux horse with a sore back and on the hill 
found a trail where about ten ponies have passed going either 


26 When this party entered the Big Horn Basin it was totally unin- 
habited. Five years more were to pass before the first large cattle 
herds were driven through the passes in the mountains. There 
was not a ranch house nor a frontier cabin in the entire region. Dr. 
Maghee lived to witness the stocking of the ranges, the cattle war, 
the passing of the cattle barons and the emergence of towns and 
industries. 
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southeast or having crossed the river below camp have gone 
to the vallies of Little Wind or the Popoagias. Capt. P. 
with his usual acumen decides it to have oceurred last night. 
There has been a rain (slight) in the last six hours and it is 
hard to decide but comparison with the buffalo trail seen near 
which also reced the rain and which the dung proves to have 
been made last night or yesterday shows that the pony trail 
must be about four days old. Well we reach the spring which 
lies or rather comes out of the foot of an isolated and abrupt 
red butte 75 yards of its origin runs Big Horn river across 
which northeast about half a mile is a large truncated cone 
of red & white clay about five hundred feet high. The mouth 
of Owl Creek seems from here to be about five miles directly 
north and judging from the country over which we have just 
passed is entirely practicable for the train indeed the fact 
of the existance of large buffalo trails in that direction and 
that the pony trail came in from that way proves it is so. 
The Hot Spring consists of an cireular cauldron about twenty 
feet across in which the water seethes and boils like a kettle 
of soap or a bottle of champaign on a large scale. The water 
is too hot to hold a finger in more than two seconds. An un- 
fortunate rattlesnake (from which I took the rattles) having 
fallen into the cauldron was litteraly cooked. The butte 
against which it is situated seems to over lap a portion of the 
spring itself as the boiling water seems to flow back under 
the rocks on which one stands to over look the cauldron. The 
aquious vapor is mixed with gass of some kind and though 
somewhat offensive can be breathed........ for two hundred 
yards in front and on each side is a deposit (which has been 
left by the spring) of some compound of lime. Big Horn 
river has eut ifs way through this deposit and rises on either 
side in a perpendicular bank extending from the waters edg> 
to a highth of thirty feet. The water thrown off by the spring 
runs over the center of this deposit which slopes each way 
from its course at an angle of about 15° thus forming as it 
were a raised aqueduct which zig zags across and is contin- 
ually rising higher by the continuous deposit. A low order 
of vegetation exists on the sides and bottom of the aqueduct 
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and within a few inches of its sides may be seen green grass 
and the new flower I shall call Peal’s Pride. About seventy 
yards from the spring the aqueduct devides into two and 
for five yards runs towards the river having a delta over the 
extreme edge of which it leaps making a fall of thirty feet in 
spray upon the water and upon columns of its own deposit 
which as it were rises in imaculate whiteness to meet its 
mother. The river is deep swift and narrow at this point 
but conveniences made for bathing would make a most lovely 
bath of it. The water is clear greenish and has a sulphurous 
tartish taste and a geyser oder Peal again worries me to 
hurry up but I completed my researches and procured 
some bottles of water and some specimens of the deposit. 
We returned to camp about five oclock.** 
(August 14, 1875) 

Aug. 14th. Left camp on mouth of No Watcr creek at 7-20 
the surveyors having gone up the river (to establish a false 
line as a semblance) returning over our trail at the same place 
we kill two more buffalo near the same place and camp on 
Big Wind just about three miles below the mouth of Bad- 
Water Creek. 


27 A large tablet at this spring gives a statement of Dr. Maghee’s 
visit but dates it a day or two later than the diary. The evidence 
of his visit on August 13, as given in his diary, must be accepted 
as most reliable. The description of this spring which is here 
given is probably the earliest full description extant—certainly the 
earliest full description that has yet come to light. On the Banks 
of the Big Horn river, in the immediate vicinity of the big spring, 
has emerged the modern town of Thermopolis. The United States 
Government purchased the springs from the Indians in 1896, and 
a tew years later ceded them to the state of Wyoming. This is 
how Thermopolis appeared to a visiting correspondent in 1895, 
immediately after its war with the “Hole in the Wall Gang”: 
“The little city presented a lively appearance Scores of 
men with six shooters strapped to their sides and not a few 
carrying Winchesters, were seen hurrying in and out or lear 
ing lazily against some convenient building or hitching rack; 
some wore sleepy expressions, others were drowning their 
cares and sorrows in the bowl, while all had a set look of 
determination stamped upon the face and each was watching 
the other slyly out of the corner of his eye. Judge Joe 
Magill, with knee I.ggings and 45 Colts and full cartridge 
belt, had the air of a commanding general.”/Vind River 
Mountaineer (Lander, Wyo.), Dec. 4, 1895. 
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SKILLMAN, CORN FIELD VERSES 


From Cleon B. Skillman, at Eddyville, Nebraska, we have 
received an interesting letter. His grandfather, Thomas 
Skillman, claimed the distinction of being the first settler on 
Lineoln Creek, in Seward County, at a point about two and a 
half miles west of the present city of Seward in 1865. Here 
in September, 1866, was born our correspondent’s father who 
was said to be the first white child born on Lincoln Creek. 
Mr. Cleon B. Skillman is a farmer, a collector of traditions 
and of old time firearms. He composes verses as he plows 
corn and scnds us some results of his meditations in th> 


following poem: 


GOOD OLD NEBRASKA OUR HOME 
By CLEON BiRNEY SKILLMAN 


Known to the Indians as ‘‘Shallow Water’’ 

As a hunting ground akin to heaven 

Our Nebraska, the beautiful daughter 

Born to the nation in sixty seven 

Has taken a place among the leaders 

With the clean cut farms, that her breast, adorn 
With her broad ranches of white faced feeders 
With her green fields of alfalfa and corn. 


Aeons ago in the bygone ages 

When the God of hosts made this universe 

When he was consulting future gauges 

On contributions he must intersperse 

He put his finger on a certain place 

That was to be more lovely than the rest 

That was to furnish for the human race 

Peace, quiet, homes for those who shared her chest 


Then through the long drawn ages she rested, 
And at the dawn of the coming of man 

She was traversed, fought over and wrested 
From the elements to fit in our plan. 

The red men in all their glory of strength 
Named her for her life giving elixir, 
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For the broad valley that travels her length, 
For the beautiful skies that watch or’er her. 
And now, from the fields of her panhandle 
To where the turbulent Missouri flows, 
From ox drawn earts and the tallow candle 
Up to the shrine where the bronze sower sows, 
Since our forefathers with their wagon trains 
Hunted where the buffalo used to roam, 
Since they have opened wide her golden veins 
It has been ‘‘Good old Nebraska, our home’’. 
OUR REVIEWS 
The Life of Jim Baker 1818-1898 Trapper, Scout, Guide and 
Indian Fighter. By Nolie Mumey, The World Press, Ince., 
Denver, Colorado, 1931. 

As the days when America had a pioneer West recede 
further and further into the past the urge to reclaim the lives 
of frontier heroes seems to grow more and more insistent. It 
is well, too, that this is the case, for the time when first-hand 
information about these makers of pioneer history can be ob- 
tained will soon be gone. Perhaps, however, in the haste to 
gather together all the available data before the last of the 
plainsmen is in his grave there is a tendency to ignore differ- 
ences in the contributions of the various ‘‘old-timers’’, and to 
write up indiscriminately anyone and everyone who came to 
the West in an early day. One wonders if Jim Baker ever 
did anything important enough to justify this admirably 
printed and expensive book. One might say that his life was 
typical of many other white men who preceded organized 
settlement to the West, and for that reason deserves the at- 
tention it has received. But the number of books on exactly 
comparable characters is considerable, and the volume under 
review, even though it tells new episodes from the life of Jim 
Baker, adds little or nothing to our general knowledge of the 
last American frontier. The descendants of Baker are doubt- 
less well pleased to have such a book printed, but from the 
historical point of view the book has little meaning. 

From the late eighteen-thirties on until there was no 
longer a frontier in the West, Jim Baker crossed and re- 
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crossed the western plains, climbed the western mountains, 
hunted and trapped wild game, alternately fought and lived 
with the Indians, acted as guide and scout for emigrant 
trains, exploring parties, and military expeditions. Not well 
versed in the learning of books and as superstitious as the 
savage tribes into which he married, he nevertheless knew 
well the life of the plains. With only a knife for a weapon 
he could fight and kill a bear. He could shoot with deadly 
accuracy. He could keep his head in difficult situations and 
emerge from a combat with his scalp when a less resourceful 
man would never have fared so well. He could find his way 
about in regions where others got lost. But he was none- 
the-less the primitive child of the wilderness, and the only 
significance of his career is that, together with others of his 
kind, he paved the way for the coming of civilized men. 

The author has shown due diligence in the search for 
materials and has turned up an amazing amount of informa- 
tion, mostly however of an episodical sort. One gets the im- 
pression from reading the book that every scrap of evidence 
that the author has found has been exploited to the full— 
that nothing whatever went into the waste-basket. The de- 
tails of bear fights and bear hunts are recounted as remorse- 
lessly as the details of exploring expeditions or Indian wars. 
Chronology seems to be the final arbiter in all matters of 
organization. We have here, not the life of a man, but a 
suecession of things that a man did. But perhaps a real bio- 
graphy of any pioneer plainsman would tax the resources of a 
Parkman. There wasn’t much to write about. 


The book is profusely illustrated, and some of the illus- 
trations are excellent. The photograph of Jim Baker as h> 
appeared in his younger days is a work of art. Any movie 
director would be proud to achieve so true a reproduction of 
the legendary plainsman. A handsome map—three feet long 
and half as wide—is folded within the first pages of the 
volume. On this map, if he has the patience to unfold it, 
the reader can follow the travels of Baker fairly easily, but 
a smaller map would have shown quite as much. There } 
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a bibliography of sixty-three miscellaneous items, and an ade- 
quate index. 
John D. Hicks. 
Red Heroines of the Northwest, by Byron Defenbach, 
Caldwell, Idaho, 1929, 299 pages. 

This book relates the stories of three important events in 
the history of the Northwest; The Lewis and Clark Expedi- 
tion, the exploration of the Snake river, and the finding of 
gold. In each expedition the sole woman of the party was 
an Indian. 

The tale of Sacajawea, best known of the three, tells first 
her early life as a Shoshoni girl, then her capture and life 
with the Minatarees of Dakota. From there she and her 
husband Charboneau, with their infant son, accompanied the 
Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805. She was of great value 
as guide and interpreter, especially west of the divide. On 
their return, she was described as ‘‘resourceful, determined, 
intelligent, cheerful,—she inspired us all.’’ Later Sacajawea 
lived in St. Louis with her son, whose schooling was provided 
by Captain Clark. Finally, in Ft. Bridger, Wyoming, she 
lived to be nearly a hundred,—with most of her years spent 
after the event for which she is remembered. 

The second heroine was of the Iowa tribe. Her husband, 
Pierre Dorion, was guide for Manuel Lisa and later for 
Wilson Price Hunt, in Astor’s employ. The Dorion woman 
went along on this Astorian expedition—up the Missouri 
by boat from St. Louis, then on foot and horseback, and on 
the dangerous trip down the Snake in dugouts. The expedi- 
tion was noted for the ineredible suffering of the crew. Later 
the Dorion woman took her young son westward over nearly 
the same trail. This part of the narrative brings out the 
strength of her character in a convincing way. 

The last of the trio, Jane, a Nez Perce, was the least 
traveled. Her chief heroic act was volunteering to guide a 
party of six prospector: to the high country of Idaho where 
placer gold was discovered in 1860. The prospecting and 
settlement that followed were the chief forces in early de- 


velopment of Idaho. 
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It seems a pity that the flow of the narratives is inter- 
rupted so often by philosophizing, by quotations, by dwelling 
on universal history, or by stopping to prove points of con- 
troversy. One could wish for a larger appendix filled with 
this material for readers who demand it, leaving the main 
interest unspoiled. Of the three tales, that of the Dorion 
woman has the best continuity. 

The traits and character of the Indians are well dis- 
played. One might expect the female red-skins to show fewer 
of the hardened cruelties of the males, but this is not the 
ease. If the reader is not repelled by Indian horror the book 
holds three fascinating stories. 

Dwight Kirsch. 

Ioway to Iowa, The Genesis of a Corn and Bible Common- 
wealth, By Irving Berdine Richman, Iowa City, lowa 
Historical Society, 1931. 478 pp. 

Previous announcement of this book as unique and the 
reputation of its author aroused interest. Its appearance 
deserves high praise. It is strongly and handsomely bound, 
its illustrations well chosen and its typography beautiful. 

One finds also a certain grace and charm of style. The 
present tense is used without too great straining for effect. 
The topies treated range from geological factors through the 
Indian, French and Spanish influences, English and American 
rivalry, origin of the settlers, steamboats and railroads, towns 
and polities to expansion to the Pacific. They are always 
presented with skill and animation. Clearly it is an attempt 
to popularize the early history of the state. It is not too 
provincial. The history of Iowa, in the comprehension of 
Mr. Richman, is always linked with events outside its boun- 
daries. He is no mid-continental isolationist. He under- 
takes to give unity to the history of Iowa by insisting that 
corn is the basis of its economie life and that the Bible is a~ 
abiding cultural influence. These two facts are related te 
the urge to reach the Western Sea, and the story ends with 
the opening of the Union Pacific Railroad. 

Yet the reviewer seriously doubts that this is an adequa** 
popular history of early Iowa. To mention less importan' 
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objections first, the list of Republican ieaders in 1859 (pp. 
336-37) includes a number searecely known at that early date. 
It is an exaggeration to speak of Justice Samuel F. Miller 
restoring the Union established by John Marshall. It is twice 
asserted on page 355. A five-page discussion of Miller ough 
to show that he tried to impose restraints upon local govern- 
ments in undertaking enterprises mildly socialistic. Nor is 
there any attempt to evaluate the reckless exploitation of the 
prairie and forest and its calloused polities. Except the ref- 
erence to illiteracy there is no admission of the cultural pau- 
city of pioneer life. And these two are not the same thing. 
The nice problem of the balance of the influence of environ- 
ment and of traditions in shaping Iowa institutions is not 
mentioned. The narrative really covers less than 350 pages. 
The contents are too episodical. For example, the biograph- 
ical sketches of Inkpaduta (pp 246-49) and of ‘‘General”’ 
John C. B. Warde (pp. 258-61) do not develop the theme. 
Compared with most *‘popular’’ state histories this is excel- 
lent. It fails to evaluate enough forces to give the compre- 
hensive and balanced view which it is the functions of history 
to cultivate. 
Vernon Cooper. 


Letters and Papers of Major-General John Sullivan, 1771-77. 
Vol. I. Edited by Otis G. Hammond. Collection of New 
Hampshire Historical Society Vol. 13, Concord, 1930. 
pp. XVIII, 629. 

In publishing the General John Sullivan Papers the New 
Hampshire Historical Society has not only made public the 
record of her most distinguished Revolutionary leader, but 
has made accessible important source material on the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Whenever such local records reveal a direct 
bearing upon the larger contemporary movements they 2‘ 
once take a place among the important historical sources. 

The eareer of General Sullivan was well known, but the 
sources upon which his reputation rested were not accessible 
to the historians generally. Among the letters we find Sulli- 


van’s account of how he induced the Tories as well as th> 
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Whigs to favor an independent government. The problems 
of supplying revolutionary troops are repeatedly presented. 
The Canadian campaign and its complicating perplexities ar 
brought in review. Sullivan is pictured as the pillar o/ 
strength that saved the retreating troops. 

With a ready tongue, an active imagination, a physical 
hardihood and an undaunted courage, Sullivan possessed 
many qualities of true leadership. His greatest weakness 
Was a suspicion and jealousy of many of his colleagues an 
associates. General Washington frequently found it neces- 
sary to disabuse his mind of imaginary slights and wrongs. 
However Sullivan took these letters from his commander in 
splendid spirit. Washington found him one of the most en- 
ergetic and resourceful of his subordinates. General Sulli- 
van was the outstanding Revolutionary leader on what might 
be designated the Canadian frontier. 

The letters are a worthy addition to the abundant excel- 
lent Revolutionary literature. The Society is to be especially 
commended in its endeavor to secure these letters from their 
numerous scattered repositories and make them accessible to 
the reading public. The printing is excellent and the por- 
trait of the General in colors makes the volume very attract- 
ive. 

J. L. Sellers. 


The Mississippi Historical Review for June contains 
“*France and the Mississippi Valley’’ by Louise P. Kellogg; 
John McLean, Postmaster-General, by Francis W. Weisen- 
berger; Origin of Reclamation Policy, by John T. Ganoe; 
Edward Channing by Ralph P. Fahrney.’’ The list of re- 
views and notices has been greatly extended and the value 
of the Review is thereby increased for the specialists who are 
interested in bibliography. The June number has come forth 
with a new cover which, very conveniently, carries the chief 


eontents on the front. 


The Minnesota History for Mareh contains a number of 
interesting articles. Among other papers, is printed the an- 
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nual address before the Society on the ‘‘Persistence of Pop- 
ulism’’ by Dean J. D. Hicks. The Diary of C. N. Brainerd 
written 1868 gives graphic descriptions of early pioneering 


in Minnesota. 


PRESIDENT DEAN OF DOANE 

President E. B. Dean of Doane College recently visited 
the offices of the Society. He submitted to the Society a 
manuscript prepared by his mother in 1884 and incorporating 
the pioneer experiences of her life. It relates the experiences 
at Jenkins’ Mill, Jefferson county, Nebraska and when pub- 
lished will make accessible an interesting addition to the local 
history of that region. 


The Missouri Historical Review for April contains ‘‘ His- 
tory of the Missouri Country Court’? by Wm. L. Bradshaw: 
**Joseph Pulitzer,’’ Part Il, by George S. Johns; ‘‘Ghost 
Towns and Centenarian Communities of Central Missouri’ 
by Walter Ridgway ; Joseph B. McCullagh, Part III by Wal- 
ter B. Stevens; John Evans, Explorer and Surveyor’’ Part 
Il, by A. P. Nasati; The St. Louis Sehool of Thought, Part 
III, by Cleon Forbes; ‘‘ Experiences of Lewis Bissell Dough- 
erty on the Oregon Trail, Part V, by Ethel Massie Withers. 


e 


The Colorado Magazine for May Contains ** History e 
Fort Lewis’’ by Mary C. Ayers; ‘‘Colorado Renegade Chief 
Dines Out’’ by Wolfe Londoner; ‘‘The Second Colorado Cav- 
alry in the Civil War’’ by Blanche V. Adams; ‘‘ Experiences 
at Fort Bridger with the Shoshones and in Early Colorado 
by Hiram Vasquez; ‘‘Overland to Pikes Peak with Qua: 
Mill’’—Letter of Samuel Mallory; ‘‘Early Days at Wetmore 
and on the Hard-serabble’’ by Jackson Taylor, Jr. 


The lowa Journal of History and Politics for April con- 
tains ‘‘The Anglo-Spanish Frontier on the Upper Mississippi 
1786-1796 by Abraham P. Nasati; ‘‘Pioneer Life in Jones 
County’’ (lowa) by O. J. F. Felton. 

The Annals of Iowa for April contains eleven facsimile 
copies of letters by Abraham Lincoln. It contains a contin- 
uation of the list of ‘‘Abandoned Towns, Villages and Post 
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Offices of lowa’’ by David C. Mott and an account of the 
**Pioneer Lawmakers Association’’ by the same author. 

The North Dakota Historical Quarterly for April con- 
tains ‘‘Catholie Missions and Missionaries Among the 
Indians of Dakota’’ by Sister Mary Aquinas Norton; ‘‘The 
Red River Settlement in 1825—A Letter from John Pritch- 
ard to Miles Maedeuell’’. 


NEWS AND COMMENT 
NEW MEMBERS 


The following is a list of recent new members of the Ne- 


braska State Historical Society: 


J. D. Wolf, Kearney. 

Edwin Fahrlander, Brule. 

R. P. Colling, Indianola. 

L. P. Loghry, Geneva. 

Roseoe C. Martin, Chapman. 
Alfred L. Hanson, Fremont. 

Mrs. Fred R. Easterday, Lincoln. 
Wm. Daily, Lincoln. 

Mrs. C. H. Kerr, Edgemont, 8S. D. 
Edward Nielson, Cozad. 

Alfred Aldrich, Auburn. 

James L. Way, Lincoln. 

L. C. Kuster, Tecumseh. 

W. W. Hoagland, Omaha. 

Dr. G. H. Gilmore, Murray. 
Wayland Magee, Bennington. 
Ernest H. Hoel; Omaha. 

Chaplain T. L. Kelley, Fort Robinson. 
Chas. S. Hawk, Chadron. 

C. E. Chamberlain, Chadron. 
Mrs. J. F. McDermott, Bloomfield. 
J. R. Hanson, Fremont. 

€. A. Hinton, Stockville. 
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Bishop Louis B. Kucera, Lincoln. 

Aibert Petrash V. G., St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Lincoln. 
John B. Edwards, 1434 K Street, Lincoln. 

P. B. Nelson, Chadron. 

Albert H. Griffity, Box 37, Fisk, Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Wm. F. Springmeyer, 845 Park Ave., Omaha. 
Lee R. Payne, P. O. Box 1176, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

C. L. Kelly, North Bend. 

Frank E Bowers, Lincoln. 

Robt. Van Pelt, Lincoln. 

Mrs. 8. H. Dykstra, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Walter O. Johnston, Omaha. 


FILE OF THE NEBRASKA STATESMAN 
COMES TO THE SOCIETY 

Among the recent visitors at the offices of the State 
Historical Society on the ninth floor of the new capitol was 
J. C. Harvey of St. Louis. His father, Augustus F. Harvey, 
was a political leader and publisher in territorial and early 
state period of Nebraska. He was a fighting Democrat and 
lived in the very center of things at the founding of the 
commonwealth. He was known as ‘‘Ajax’’ throughout the 
trans-Missouri region. His activities were varied. He was 
a member of 1867 legislature; he surveyed and laid out the 
site of Lincoln when located as the capital, July, 1867. He 
was founder and publisher of the Nebraska Statesman. 

The Nebraska Statesman was established at Nebraska 
City in April, 1866, and was moved to Lincoln in July, 1868. 
It was the first Democratic paper published in Lincoln, and 
the almost complete files of this valuable historical souree, 
covering the period April 1, 1866 to February 9, 1870, have 
been received as a gift from J. C. Harvey. The Society 
values this gift most highly. It is through the kindness of 
such benefactors as Mr. Harvey that its priceless collection 
has been accumulated. The Nebraska Statesman is a treas- 
ured addition to the files of early Nebraska City and Lincoln 
newspapers already in the possession of the Society. 
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In addition to the Statesman Mr. Harvey sent several 
pamphlets published by his father relative to the location of 
the capital at Lincoln. Along with these is an early original 
photograph of David Butler which is different from any other 
picture of our first governor possessed by the Society. These 
documents have been for sixty years in the possession of the 
Harvey family. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ASSOCIATION 
The Mississippi Valley Historical Association held its 
Annual Meeting at Lexington, Kentucky April 30 to May 2. 
The program was of unusual interest. The presidential ad- 
dress upon *‘ France in the Mississippi Valley’’ by Dr. Louise 
P. Kellogg was a masterly treatment by the outstanding stu- 
dent of the subject. A section upon the Frontier, before 
which Dean Hicks presented a paper, attracted much atten- 
tion. The next meeting will be held in Lincoln, April 28-30 
of next year. It will be the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding of the Association which held its first meeting here 
twenty-five years ago. Lincoln and Nebraska can well be 
proud of their participation in the establishment of the or- 
' ganization which is now the leading association for the pro- 
motion of exclusively American history. 


DR. BUCK TO PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Solon J. Buck who has served as Superintendent of 
the Minnesota Historical Society has accepted a position with 
the Western Pennsylvania Historical Society at Pittsburgh 
and will begin his services there in September. Dr. Buck 
has had a very prominent place in the development and pres- 
ervation of the history of the central west. His leadership 
has been most stimulating. 


MISS TURNER 
Miss Martha M. Turner, in charge of the Newspaper and 
Photographs division of our Society, enjoyed an interesting 
vacation. Along with her sister’s family Miss Turner drove 
to Washington D. C., New York, Boston and other eastern 
cities, visiting numerous spots of historic interest. Miss 
Turner was especially interested in historical and art mu- 
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seums. Of all museums visited the Field Museum of Chicago 
made the most favorable impress. 
HISTORY TEACHERS 

The Nebraska History Teachers Association met in Lin- 
coln, April 24th and 25th. Professor Howard C. Hill of the 
University of Chicago was the principal speaker for these 
meetings. The meetings were well attended and some stim- 
ulating discussions of professional problems were offered. The 
organization is a very wholesome stimulus to liistory work in 
the state. The new officers for the ensuing year are Miss 
Ethel Lee Howie, North High, Omaha, President; Prof. V. E. 
Chatelain, Peru State Teachers College, Vice-President and 
Miss Grace Piper of Lineoln High, Secretary-Treasurer. 

NEW NEBRASKA HISTORY 

Dr. Sheldon, editor of this magazine, is just completing 
his three volume History of Nebraska, and it will be off the 
press this summer. 


Dr. Sheldon is especially prepared to write an invaluable 
and authoritative history of Nebraska. With him it repre- 
sents the results of a life’s experience. He lived here in the 
early pioneer days and knew the red men first hand. He 
personifies the experiences of the pioneer in travel, acquisition 
of land, and the economie vicissitudes of Nebraska. He has 
been a publisher, journalist and legislator and has devoted 
years of his life to the collection and study of the history 
of this region. In addition to these he has the unusual ability 
of writing history in a clear literary style. 

The work stresses the geographic and _ geological 
formation of the region, the Indian history, the various early 
white explorations and finally the evolution of our present 


commonwealth. 


Never again will Nebraska history be written by one who 


has had so many first hand contacts with the subject matter 
of his theme, nor by one who has had such a broad acquaint- 
ance with the leading characters who have enacted this history 
we call Nebraska’s. (J. L. S.) 
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TERRY CAIN COLLECTION 
Mr. Ben L. Terry of Alexandria, who is among the new 
members of our Society, contributed a very valuable gift of 
rare coins. The original collection included more than a 
thousand varieties. He has recently added to this original 
gift. The collection will ultimately be one of the most in- 
structive exhibits in our museum. 


LEWIS BROWN GUNS 

The first day of May, 1931, R. B. Fulton, of Lincoln and 
Lewis Brown of Fairbury called at the Historical Society 
rooms. Mr. Brown, eighty year old Rock Island engineer, 
retired, presented the society three valuable historical relies; 
two old pistols and an old squirrel rifle. The two pistols were 
earried by his father in the Mexican War. Mr. Brown’s 
father was a staff officer under General Winfield Scott. One 
of the pistols is a flint lock, manufactured in Middletown, 
Conn., in 1842, the other also a U. S. Army Pistol was manu- 
factured at Milbury, Mass., in 1843. It is exactly the same 
type of gun as the one made in Middletown in 1842 with the 
exception that it has been changed from a flint-lock to a cap 
and ball type. These guns are in excellent repair. 

The Historical Society had already in its possession a 
hunting knife which had been found by Mr. Lewis Brown 
on the Custer battlefield on July 4, 1876, just one week after 
the battle in which Custer and his men were massacred. 


SIOUX LOOKOUT STATUE 


A huge Indian figure, symbol of progress in Nebraska, 
was dedicated May 30th on Sioux Lookout butte near North 
Platte. The statue is the work of Ervin Goeller, woodearver 
and seulptor of Lincoln. 

The Indian is of heroic size and stands with a hand to 
his forehead as though looking over the lay of the land. 
Sioux Lookout butte gives an unobstructed view of the North 
Platte valley for many miles and was used as a signal point 
by the Sioux Indians from about 1847 to 1880. It over- 
looked the Oregon Trail and from this point emigrant trains 
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and stage coaches were sighted. 
The monument bears the following inscription : 
Sioux Lookout 
‘**Used as a point of vantage by the Indians 
Erected by the people of Lincoln county in the year 1931 
To commemorate the Old Oregon Traii and Pony Express 

Riders, 

This hill was a prominent lookout for Indians, Soldiers, Trap- 
pers and Emigrants 

The Forty Niners passed here, also the Pony Express Riders. 

Timbers from these hills helped to build old Fort MePherson, 

the Union Pacific Railroad, and the early homes of the 
pioneers. 

In honor of them that were laid away during that mighty 
march in the conquest of an empire.”’ 

This monument was erected by Lincoln county accord- 
ing to the Session Laws of 1927, House Roll 22, which pro- 
vides that a county board may expend money for the purpose 
of erecting monuments and markers to identify places of 
local and historical interest. 
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Statue of Indian for Sioux Lookout, Near North 
Platte, Lincoln County, by Ervin Groeller, Lincoln 
Erected 1931 
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GOVERNOR SAUNDERS 

The Superintendent has recently been in communication 
with Mrs. Mary S. Harrison, daughter of Governor Alvin 
Saunders and daughter-in-law of President Benjamin 
Harrison, relative to a bust of her father. Mrs. 
Harrison’s home is in Washington, D. C., but her 
father’s effects have been in storage in Omaha until re- 
cently. Among them is a bust of Governor (later U. 8S. Sen- 
ator) Saunders made by Vinnie Ream in Washington about 
1870. Mrs. Harrison is interested in finding the appropriate 
custodian for this important work of art. The Society is 
happy to be recognized as the appropriate recipient. 
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